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Polish Profiles from 2 
 

   During the nearly 36 years that Korczak 

worked on the sculpture he refused to take 

any salary as he saw the CRAZY HORSE 

sculpture as a symbol and tribute to all 

North American Indians. His vision 

included a Memorial - the largest sculpture 

ever undertaken, a Native American 

Medical Center, a University for Native 

Americans and a Native American Cultural 

Center. Korczak’s purpose was to give the 

Native Americans “A little bit of pride and 

to right a little bit of the wrong… they did to 

these people” he once said. 

   Korczak would spend the rest of his life 

carving his dream. When he began the 

project his net worth was $174. Public 

donations have always funded this 

Memorial. He once said that his experience 

in life and the difficult first half if his life 

prepared him for the Crazy Horse project. It 

also enabled him to overcome the financial 

hardships and racial prejudices he 

encountered in trying to create an Indian 

Memorial in the Black Hill’s of Dakota. 

   Battling a serious illness and knowing he 

would not live long enough to finish the 

Crazy Horse Memorial, Korczak and his 

wife Ruth, spent three years creating books 

and detailing plans for the memorial’s 

completions. He worked on the Mountain 

for 35 years until his death on October 20, 

1982 at the age of 74.  

   He is buried in the tomb that he and his 

sons blasted from a rock near where the 

permanent Indian Museum will rise at the 

foot of the mountain carving. For the tomb 

door Korczak wrote his own epitaph: 
 

KORCZAK 

STORY TELLER IN STONE 

MAY HIS REMAINS BE LEFT 

UNKNOWN 
 

   Korczak’s dream continues, and the face 

of Chief Crazy Horse now gazes out over 

his People’s Sacred Black Hills. Ruth 

Ziółkowki, Korczak’s wife, and seven of 

their children keep the dream alive. When 

finished the memorial will be 563 feet high 

and 641 feet long.   

   Among his papers and writings that 

Korczak Ziółkowski left behind were the 

words: 
 

“When the legends die, the dreams end; 

When the dreams end,  

there is no more greatness. 

Don’t forget your dreams.” 
 

   Korczak was a Great Man, and Polonia 

should be rightfully proud of him as he was 

also a Just Man. He felt other people’s pain 

and wanted to do the right thing.  

   And he did!   ❒ 

Janek’s Corner from 4 
 

cultural events in Poznań.  The castle is also 

features art galleries, a puppet theater, pubs, 

music clubs and restaurants. The courtyards 

are often used for outdoor performances, 

concerts, etc. during the summer months.   
 

The Royal Castle – built for the king of 

Poland, Przemysł II, who ruled the country 

for a short period of time in the XIII century 

is now a branch of the National Museum.  It 

is located just next to the Old Time Square 

on a “Przemysł hill.”    
 

Ostrów Tumski with the Cathedral of 

Poznań and the Church of Our Lady – is a 

place where you can learn of the early 

history of the state of Poland.  The church’s 

sophisticated history that it is linked with 

the first Poznań diocese in 968, the 

weddings of kings of Poland, their burials, 

the meetings with Pope John Paul II, is 

recognized around the country.  The 

cathedral itself represents the Gothic style. 

The Church of Our Lady is linked to the 

year of 985 when the wife of the first prince 

of Poland, Mieszko I, came to Poznań and 

decided to build a church/chapel here. It is 

now under broad scientific exposure.   

The Malta Lake – this artificial lake with 

surrounding forests and sport facilities, 

including the artificial ski-slope, sledges and 

mini-golf, is the best spot to relax after a day 

of sight-seeing.  Malta is easily accessible, 

located in the center of Poznań, area where 

you can both relax and have fun.  You can 

enjoy the Maltanka Train which will take 

you to the New Zoo of Poznań. Apart from 

that, Malta is a sport resort where you can 

watch sport tournaments throughout the 

year. 
 

Travel 

   Thanks to the fact that Poznań is located 

in Western Poland, the city is easily 

accessible by plane, train or bus. The 

International Airport of Poznań is growing 

at a fast rate, and it has flight connection 

with major European cities, including 

Munich and Frankfurt am Main (Frankfort-

on-the-Main). You can also fly to Berlin or 

take the EuroCity train to Poznań, which 

might be less expensive. Once you are in 

Poznań, you can choose to use the local 

service transportation which includes trams 

and buses. You can also attempt to drive 

yourself, but, mind you, Polish roads are 

bumpy and you have to make sure whether 

or not your own driver license is recognized 

in Poland.   

   Poznań has long been a great destination 

for those interested in Poland, World War II 

and the “Communist Era.”  Recently, it has 

become a tourist-filled city with Asians and 

Europeans as the major part of holiday 

visitors. Now it is time for Americans to 

experience the vibrant city of Poznań, its 

great history, architecture, and atmosphere 

of this academically- and economically-

developed town in Poland.   

   The US Consular Agency is located on 

Paderewski Street in Poznań.   

   For further information, visit http://

www.poznan.pl/mim/public/turystyka/

index.html?lang=en    
 

__________ 

Fifty years of unity from 8 
 

internal market can become an area also 

regulated by a social plan.”  

   This was signed by Belgium, Bulgaria, 

Cyprus, France, Greece, Hungary, Italy, 

Luxembourg and Spain. To Britain and 

others this sounds like a recipe for more red 

tape to burden business and more 

intervention in people’s lives.  

   Mrs. Merkel, however, is understood to 

believe that a positive reference to the 

“social dimension” will be necessary to 

convince France that the EU has not become 

too pro-business. This would help her 

campaign to revive the proposed 

constitution rejected by French voters in a 

2004 referendum.  

   Former Iron Curtain countries are growing 

increasingly concerned that their experience 

under communism will be airbrushed out. 

After all, the 50th anniversary technically 

applies only to the six founding members - 

France, West Germany, Italy, Belgium, 

Netherlands and Luxembourg. Most of the 

former communist countries did not join 

until 2004.  

   Marek Cichocki, Warsaw’s chief 

negotiator on the declaration, said: “It 

shouldn’t simply be a self-celebration by the 

old member states. It should also make 

mention of the dark legacy of European 

policy.”   ❒  
 

__________ 

Property in Poland from 8 
 

countries, so it is important to understand it 

before jumping in. EU and European 

Economic Area (EEA) citizens may buy 

property in Poland fairly easily, but 

residents of other countries must first obtain 

permission  from   the   Polish   Ministry   of 

Interior and Administration. There are some 

situations in which EEA citizens must 

obtain permission, such as for certain 

second homes not their primary residence 

and some agricultural lands. Check with an 

agent or lawyer to make sure if you need to 

acquire permission before proceeding to 

buy.  

   A buyer may use the services of an estate 

agent when buying existing property in 

Poland, and this person can do much of the 

legwork involved. Because the agent works 

for the buyer, the buyer pays any 

commission to the agent. It is not customary 

to use a lawyer, but as a foreigner it is 

always a good idea to have one review the 

paperwork, and apply for a permit if 

necessary, to make sure everything is okay.  

   Once you have found a property you wish 

to purchase, price negotiation is usually 

done face to face with the seller. After 

agreeing upon a price, a notary will draw up 

the initial contract. This sets out the terms 

and any conditions, and a 20% deposit is 

paid. The notary typically serves as the legal 

authority, carrying out any property checks 

and searches.  

   Once everything is okay according to the 

notary and with your lawyer, if you have 

one, then the final contract is written up and 

signed in front of the notary. The buyer 

makes the final payment and the seller must 

present a letter or document stating that 

there are no outstanding loans or debts on 

the property. This is very important, and it 

should be dated the day of sale. There is a 

civil transaction tax that must be paid, 

typically 2% of the sale price, at the time of 

sale. Once everything is complete, you may 

register the property with the Land Registry.   

❒ 


