
Page 7  News of Polonia    Pasadena, California   September 2007 

 

 

The News of Polonia  

welcomes articles about your  

Polish organization 

 

The perfect  

reasonably priced gift 

for any occasion that will be 

enjoyed throughout the year  
 

A gift subscription 
to the  

NEWS of POLONIA 

Polish Center  

of Los Angeles 
By: Andy Kozłowski 
 

   The Polish Center of Los Angeles is a 

fraternal association of Polish Americans in 

Los Angeles which was founded in 1970. 

The most ardent supporters in the founding 

of the center were Jerzy Zieliński and 

Helena Stelmach. 

   Much of the support in the founding of the 

Polish Center came from a Polish Fraternal 

Association of California known as 

“Samopomoc” (Self Help) which was 

founded on June 23, 1952 with the 

following goals: 

1. To foster, encourage and promote the 

civic, social, cultural, and education 

interests of the Polish-American 

community. 

2. To stimulate mutual help among its 

members and to inculcate upon its members 

the principles of charity, justice, and 

brotherly love.  

3.To assists its members and particularly the 

newly arrived Polish immigrants in need. 

   Samopomoc dissolved in 1975 with its 

remaining assets being added to those of the 

Polish Center. During Samopomoc’s 24 

years of existence, it donated $3720 to help 

its members and in particular the newly 

arrived Polish immigrants. It also donated 

over $8500 to other Polish American 

organizations.  

   It is interesting to read what was stated in 

the minutes of the February 1, 1975 meeting 

held by Samopomoc and the Polish Center 

to evaluate combining the two 

organizations: 

“Every year our community work is 

becoming more and more difficult, since the 

composition of the Polish ethnic group in 

Los Angeles constantly changes, while the 

organizational agendas remain the same, 

newcomers to our community and youth are 

not keen to join our organizations and get 

involved in our activities. The current 

activists are getting older and the fruits of 

our 30 years of labor may amount to 

nothing.”  

The same statement could be made today by 

substituting 50 years in place of 30.  

Krystyna Zielkiewicz was the last President 

of Samopomoc. 

   The by-laws of the Polish Center state the 

following purposes and objectives: 

1. To foster the tradition of Poland’s 

independence and cultural achievements.  

2. To foster, encourage, and promote the 

civic, social, cultural and educational 

interests of the Polish-American 

community. 

3. To work towards realization of a suitable 

cultural center in the metropolitan area of 

Los Angeles 

4 To engage in any other business or activity 

which can help in the realization of the 

 

   The Polish American Cultural Society of Stamford CT awarded three scholarships recently 

to students of Polish descent. Pictured on the left is Alexander Koproski, President of the or-

ganization, next is Sylvia Pierzak of Stratford CT who is a student a the University of CT, 

Richard Zelinsky of Stamford who will be attending Northeastern University in Boston in the 

fall and Patricia Koproski, Scholarship Chairman. Not pictured is Łukasz Dec of Norwalk, 

who will be attending the University of Connecticut.   ❒ 
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Scholarship Winners The Polish Club of 

Laguna Woods 

Upcoming Events 
By: Peg Kerza-Kwiatecki 
 

Dinner Dance and International Bazaar 

   The Polish Club of Laguna Woods will 

celebrate the 26th anniversary of National 

Polish American Heritage Month with a 

Polish Festival on Saturday, September 29, 

2007. Festivities will start at 5 p.m. in 

Clubhouse Two with an International 

Bazaar from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30.  Hors 

d’oeuvres and wine will be served at 5:30 

p.m. followed by a wonderful buffet dinner 

of Polish ethnic food prepared by Jolanda. 

The menu will include stuffed cabbage, 

minced meat cutlets. potatoes, carrot and 

apple salad, cucumber salad with sour 

cream, and ice cream for dessert. 

Throughout the evening, there will be 

musical entertainment provided by Grazyna 

& Greg Wawrzyniak. Their repertoire 

includes ethnic music and songs on the 

accordion and keyboard, as well as other 

instruments. Ethnic costumes are welcome.  

All monies collected from the Bazaar will 

benefit the Club and the Academic 

Foundation Polonia in Southern California. 

The cost for dinner is $19 for members and 

$22 for non-members. Make reservation by 

check payable to P. C. L. W and mail to 

Bozena Saduddin 310 - B Via Castilla 

Laguna Woods, CA 92637. Deadline is 

September 27, 2007. For more information 

call Lettie at 949-461-5882 or Irena at 949-

206-9122.    
 

Movie 

   Recorded live at the Polish National Opera 

House in Warsaw, Poland, the 2007 film 

Mazowsze will be shown on Sunday October 

14, 2007 at 3 p.m. in the auditorium of 

Clubhouse Three.  Mazowsze  i s 

internationally recognized as Poland's 

cultural ambassadors because of their 

dynamic music and dance representing 39 

distinctive ethnographic regions of Poland 

with traditional performance styles. This 

film is in English and narrated by the Polish-

American entertainer Bobby Vinton.  

Everyone is invited.   ❒ 

above objectives, but not conflict with the 

laws of the United States of America or the 

state of California. 
 

   In 1972 the Polish Center purchased 

River’s End Recreational Park, a property in 

Canyon Country, about 40 miles north of 

Los Angeles. At the time it was felt that the 

purchase of a building suitable for Polish 

Home could not be accomplished due to 

high property values. Little did we know 

that the property values in LA would only 

continue to escalate and purchasing a 

suitable property would become more and 

more difficult.  

   River’s End Park functioned as a 

recreational vehicle park which was rented 

out to trailer units for months at a time. On 

Sunday nights during the summer the Polish 

Center started organizing picnics with live 

Polish music and good Polish food, which 

soon became very popular among the 

Southern California Polonia. Despite its 

popularity, the property went through some 

difficult times in the late 70’s and survived 

only due to a no-interest loan given it by a 

number of its very dedicated members. 

   A great many members of local Polonia 

contributed to the success of the Polish 

Center and River’s End Park. Some of the 

founders and leaders of the Center include 

Zieliński, Nowowiejski, Stelmach, Foltyn, 

Kosowicz, Tadeusz Nowicki, Józek 

Nowicki, Jankowski, Zielkiewicz, Grzanka, 

Komorowski, Małek, Babczyński, and 

Ciesiołkiewicz.  

   The Polish Center has always supported a 

number of Polish American organizations 

within and outside of Southern California. 

During the Solidarity period in Poland, the 

Center organized the transport of medicines 

and medical supplies to a number of 

hospitals in Poland. This action was led by 

then President Chris Ciesiołkiewicz, assisted 

by Stanley Grzanka, and Marek Trociński. 

Many containers were shipped to Poland 

during those years. 

   Since 2001 the Polish Center is led by 

President Andrzej Kozłowski, Treasurer 

Marek Trociński, and Secretary Jurek 

Bajerczak. The changed and improving 

economic situation in Poland has refocused 

the activities of the Polish Center to help 

Southern California Polonia. 

   Since 2002, the Polish Center has donated 

over $100,000 to the local Polish American 

organizations, making it probably the 

leading donor to other Polish American 

organizations and activities in Southern 

California.  

   The Center has made contributions to the 

Polish Schools in Los Angeles and Yorba 

Linda, Polish Parish in Los Angeles, 

Krakusy Folk Dance Ensemble, Szarotka – 

Polish Retirement Home, Polish Radio 

Hour, Relief Committee for Poles in the 

former  Soviet  Union,   Polish   Millennium  
 

Polish Center to page 14 


