
Page 9  News of Polonia    Pasadena, California   October 2007 

 

Martin Krawiec, Attorney  
 

Ethical / Experienced  
 

Accidents - Business & Civil Litigation  

Estate Planning  - Personal  Injury 

Probate  

Real Estate – Trusts – Wills 
2 

 1457 East  Chapman         Fullerton  
 

(714) 871-7331  
 

Mówimy po Polsku 
 

Music News from 3 
 

heritage have a special place in our heart for 

this giant of music... and of politics. After 

all, he was a close friend of Greece‟s 

greatest modern leader, Eleftherios 

Venizelos. They met during the Paris Peace 

Conference of 1919 and the signing of the 

treaties involving their particular regions.  

   The two men shared many bonds. Both 

knew the sorrow of losing young wives who 

died tragically. And both would go on to 

remarry. After his second marriage, 

Venizelos and his new bride vacationed at 

Paderewski‟s Paso Robles home-not far 

from here-in the fall of 1921.  

   Both were leaders of small nations at 

pivotal moments in the development of 

those nations. Both of their nations were 

surrounded by great forces. Poland was 

surrounded by Russia and the powers of 

Europe. Greece was surrounded by the 

Ottoman empire and the European powers. 

Both leaders, and their nations, moved 

forward with great vision during that period.  

   Venizelos was a great admirer of 

Paderewski, as so many people had been... 

during the 19th century. And the 20th 

century. And now in the 21st century.   

   Paderewski‟s life represents the building 

of bridges. He brought together many 

people from many different paths during his 

life. And he bridged the world of the arts 

and the world of public service. The passion 

and purpose that he brought to his art is the 

same passion and purpose that he brought to 

global politics. 

   In this manner, this renowned artist is a 

model for bright young men and women 

today. Two years ago, USC launched an 

initiative that would use the power of the 

arts to nurture timeless values with all our 

students, regardless of their field of study... 

to liberate their imagination and the ethical 

dimensions of their lives.  

   We have been encouraging our entire 

community to experience the sense of 

liberated purpose that is generated by great 

arts such as we find at the Thornton School. 

That, we believe, is a secret to unleashing 

the full human potential of individuals and 

of society.  

   In that sense, I think we could say that 

what we unveil today is not merely a tribute 

to the past. It is a tangible and enduring 

symbol of the kind of person that a great 

university should hope to produce each new 

year. 

   Again, it is a privilege to share this 

moment with you. Thank you.   ❒ 
 

__________ 

   Highly revered British Author NORMAN 

DAVIES was a big hit for historically-

minded Angelenos as he lectured and signed 

his new book: “No Simple Victory: Europe 

at War 1939-1945” on September 27th, as 

part of the Los Angeles Central Library's 

“Aloud” series. Among Mr. Davies‟ other 

best-selling works which local Polonians 

brought their copies to the signing, were 

Rising „44: The Battle for Warsaw; 

Microcosm: A Portrait of a Central 

European City [Wrocław]; Heart of Europe: 

The Past in Poland‟s Present; and God‟s 

Playground: A History of Poland.  

   Addressing especially the underreported 

aspects of World War II in Europe, the 

battle on the Eastern Front between the two 

great destructive powers, Nazi German 

fascism and Russian Soviet Communism, 

Mr. Davies as promised offered a “clear-

eyed reappraisal and an illuminating portrait 

of a conflict that continues to provoke 

debate today.” Among his observations 

which some in the audience clearly were 

hearing for the first time: Stalin was as big a 

monster as Hitler, only more successful. He 

made less mistakes. There were more 

concentration camps in the Russian Soviet 

Union than in Germany, and Stalin 

murdered millions of his own people not 

just enemies. The Allies did not have as 

good generals as the Axis had; of the 

Western Allies in his opinion only Patton 

was a great general. While the Western 

Allies were fighting for eight months across 

France just to get to Germany after D-Day 

in 1944, Stalin could have taken Berlin. 

There was a plan but he chose to wait and 

instead occupied (not liberated) the 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe and 

borderlands, and by Yalta, his dominance 

was complete. Mr. Davies said his Polish 

friends complain bitterly about Poland being 

sold out at Yalta, and he understood 

completely, but added we must recognize 

that by that stage in the conflict, Stalin could 

not have been forced out of any of the 

Soviet-controlled territories under his 

influence by a treaty (which terms he easily 

broke later, such as free elections in 

Poland). The Allies had good reason to fear 

Stalin and his much greater armies, and their 

experts having calculated that a million lives 

could be lost in the Asian Pacific theatre of 

war, the Allies thought (this is before the A-

bomb) they needed Stalin‟s cooperation to 

fight the Japanese. Mr. Davies also 

commented on the invasion of eastern 

Poland in 1939 by the Soviets: When the 

Polish Ambassador in London went to the 

British and asked them to declare war on 

Russia as they had on Germany a couple 

weeks earlier, the response was “We 

guaranteed your independence, not your 

borders.” The question was why did 

Western Europe fear the Nazis more than 

the Soviets? Mr. Davies observed that when 

the Spanish Civil War was won by the 

Fascists, not the Communists, this tipped the 

balance against the Nazis as the worst threat. 

And Mr. Davies said regarding the terrible 

Katyń Massacre: no one believed Goebbels 

in 1943 when he told the West about Katyń. 

They thought it was Nazi propaganda. Now 

we know the names of the perpetrators of 

Katyń. Some are still alive in Russia, yet no 

one does anything. If it had been so many 

thousands of American officers and civilian 

intelligentsia shot in  
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Norman Davies visits 

Los Angeles 
By: Irene Ujda 

Gulag exhibit finishes 

California run on Sunday, 

October 21, 2007 
 

   Travelers from as far away as Italy, 

Russia, and Chile visited the Eastern 

California Museum in Independence, 

California, this year to experience GULAG: 

Soviet Forced Labor Camps and the 

Struggle for Freedom, a special traveling 

exhibit co-hosted by the museum and 

Manzanar National Historic Site. The 

National Park Service, in a unique 

partnership with the Gulag Museum at Perm

-36, Russia, the International Memorial 

Society, and Amnesty International 

developed the exhibit to travel to Park sites 

that share themes of conscience and 

freedom. The exhibit will be on display at 

the Eastern California Museum through 

Sunday, October 21, 2007. 

   In addition to visitors from near and far, 

the exhibit drew individuals and families 

with personal connections to the Gulag 

camps, including survivors themselves born 

in countries such as Poland, Latvia, and 

even the United States. Many school groups 

and college classes also visited the exhibit to 

learn about the Gulag experience. A guest 

book in the exhibit recorded the comments 

of over 950 visitors, with frequent remarks 

of, “I never knew this happened,” and, “So 

good to see a story done on this.”  

   According to Eastern California Museum 

director Roberta Harlan, “This exhibit 

generates conversations between people, 

even strangers, about the connections they 

see between the Gulag and other atrocities 

and injustices.” Harlan observes that people 

leave the exhibit with a deeper 

understanding of humanity. “It makes us all 

more aware of the world and how we treat 

each other. That‟s a powerful experience to 

offer people, and visitors appreciate it.” 

   In addition to the main exhibit which 

opened on February 17, Manzanar hosted 

“Faces of Resistance,” an exhibit of 48 

photographs of dissenters in the human 

rights movement of the 1970s, screenings of 

Gulag-themed movies, and teacher 

workshops based on a Harvard-University-

created curriculum guide on the Gulag.  

   As the exhibit nears its close, Manzanar 

NHS and Eastern California Museum are 

grateful for the support of Inyo County, 

Independence Chamber of Commerce, 

Friends of ECM, and many community and 

business organizations that helped make this 

exhibit possible. Manzanar Superintendent 

Tom Leatherman notes that this exhibit has 

been an exciting partnership and says, “We 

hope to continue this type of collaborative 

effort to offer programs which raise the 

awareness of these issues around the world.” 

   The Eastern California Museum is located 

at 155 North Grant Street, 3 blocks west of 

the courthouse, in Independence. The 

museum is open daily except Tuesdays. The 

museum‟s phone number is 760.878.0258. 

After the exhibit leaves the Eastern 

California Museum, it will travel to Martin 

Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site in 

Atlanta, Georgia. 

   Manzanar National Historic Site is located 

six miles south of Independence on U.S. 

Highway 395 and contains exhibits and 

audio-visual programs related to the World 

War II internment of Japanese Americans. 

The Interpretive Center is open daily. For 

more information please visit www.nps.gov/

manz or call 760.878.2194, ext. 2710.   ❒ 

“Katyń” … 

by Andrzej Wajda 
By: Robert Strybel,  
Our Warsaw Correspondent 
 

WARSAW–“Katyń” is the title of the latest 

movie directed by Andrzej Wajda, Poland‟s 

veteran film-maker. Some  are saying this is 

Wajda‟ greatest film or last major 

production. The 81-year-old film director 

himself has said that for him this was the 

last moment to undertake a project of this 

magnitude, requiring immense effort and 

energy. He had mulled over the venture for 

years. Until Poland dumped communism in 

1989, any public mention of the Soviet 

atrocity had been out of the question. In the 

years that followed, he felt it would not be 

easy to do justice to such a national tragedy 

and agonized over different approaches. He 

rejected one screenplay after another before 

settling on “Post Mortem – The Katyń 

Story” by Andrzej Mularczyk.  

   To understand the implications of this 

challenge, we must travel 68 years into the 

past to September 1939, when Nazi 

Germany and Soviet Russia split Poland 

down the middle between them. The 22,000 

Polish prisoners of war captured by the 

Russian were viewed by the Kremlin as a 

potential threat. Stalin‟s right-hand-man 

Lavrentiy Beria described them as 

incorrigibly anti-Soviet and drafted their 

death warrant which, in March 1940, was 

signed by Stalin and his closest associates. 

This act of genocide, meant to deprive the 

Polish nation of its strategic future 

leadership, claimed the lives of army 

officers, policemen, judges and other 

officials, intellectuals and clergy others.  

   The Germans discovered the mass graves 

during their march on Moscow in the fall of 

1943, but Soviet propaganda blamed the 

deaths on the Nazis. Stalin broke off 

relations with the London-based Polish 

Government-in-Exile after it demanded a 

Red Cross investigation of the massacre. For 

half a century, the “Katyń lie” blaming the 

Germans for the crime, was the only version 

officially promoted by the Kremlin and its 

East European puppet regimes. captive 

nations. It was not until 1990, that Moscow 

under Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev 

admitted that Stalin‟s NKVD (secret police) 

had been responsible.  

   Wajda had a highly personal reason for 

creating this film, for he was among the 

young Poles who grew up in the shadow of 

Katyń. His own father, Lieutenant Jakub 

Wajda, was 43, when he disappeared in 

Stalin‟s killing machine, never to be heard 

from or accounted for again. The latest 

Wajda production therefore is more than a 

film about a historical event involving 

victims and victimizers. It goes beyond the 

Polish officers and other leaders who were 

dispatched with a shot to the back of the 

head and buried in mass graves as well as 

beyond those who ordered and carried out 

the massacre.  

   The film largely focuses on the Polish 

families nurturing the hope their missing 

fathers, husbands, sweethearts and brothers 

would eventually come home or at least be 

conclusively listed as killed or missing. “Till 

her dying day, my mother never gave up 

hope,” Wajda told reporters. The approach 

of the postman, a knock on the door or the 

ring of the telephone all inspired a tinge of 

expectation. In their mind‟s eye, all those 

families could envisage their loved one 

suddenly appearing in the doorway at any 

time. But that never really happened. 

   To Poles Katyń has become a code-word 

symbolizing Stalin‟s anti-Polish atrocities 

carried out in Katyń Forest at several other 

sites. Of the 22,000 victims some 7,200 

remain unaccounted for. Some of them are 

believed to be among the estimated 120,000 

victims of Stalinism buried at Bykovnia 

outside the Ukrainian capital of Kyїv. 

Researchers have uncovered 43 graves 

containing the remains of some of them. A 

Polish World War II army dog-tag found of 

a Sergeant Józef Naglin unearthed at 

Bykovnia recently was the latest piece of 

evidence linking the site to the Katyń 

atrocity. Other victims are believed to have 

been buried at Kuropaty, the largest mass 

grave    of   Stalin   victims   in   neighboring  
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