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Polish American Congress 
Southern California Division 

 

Invites you to attend our meeting 

Sunday, February 24    -    1:30 P.M. 
 

Our Lady of the Bright Mount  
(Lower level of the rectory) 

3424 W. Adams Blvd.   -   Los Angeles 
 

Non-members of the 

Polish American Congress 

are welcome to attend our meetings 

to see the many projects we have achieved 

and are working on for Polonia. 
 

Information: (626) 577-9797 

Far Outliers  
 

Polish Diaspora  
from the Gulag  
 

   On August 17, 1941, a month after the 
�O�D�X�Q�F�K�� �R�I�� �>�+�L�W�O�H�U�¶�V�� �2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�@�� �%�D�U�E�D�U�R�V�V�D����
General Sikorski, the leader of the Polish 
government-in-exile in London, and 
Ambassador Maisky, the Soviet envoy to 
Great Britain, signed a truce. The Sikorski-
Maisky Pact, as the treaty was called, re-
established a Polish state--its borders still to 
be determined--and granted an amnesty to 
�³�D�O�O�� �>�������������������� �R�U�� �P�R�U�H���@�� �3�R�O�L�V�K�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V��
who are at present deprived of their freedom 
�R�Q���W�K�H���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���8�6�6�5���´ 

   Both Gulag prisoners and deported exiles 
were officially freed, and allowed to join a 
new division of the Polish army, to be 
formed on Soviet soil. In Moscow, General 
�:�á�D�G�\�V�á�D�Z���$�Q�G�H�U�V�����D���3�R�O�L�V�K���R�I�I�L�F�H�U���Z�K�R���K�D�G��
been imprisoned in Lubyanka for the 
previous twenty months, learned that he had 
been named commander of the new army 
during a surprise meeting with [NKVD 
Chief Lavrenty] Beria himself. After the 
meeting, General Anders left the prison in a 
chauffeured NKVD car, wearing a shirt and 
trousers, but no shoes... 
   Other Polish prisoners were released from 
camps or exile settlements but not given any 
money or told where to go. One ex-prisoner 
�U�H�F�D�O�O�H�G�������W�K�D�W�������³�7�K�H�����6�R�Y�L�H�W�����D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���������L�Q�� 

 

Poles from the Gulags to page 14 

�7�K�H���P�D�S���F�D�P�H���I�U�R�P���³�7�K�H���)�L�U�V�W���*�X�L�G�H�E�R�R�N���W�R���3�U�L�V�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���&�D�P�S�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�Y�L�H�W���8�Q�L�R�Q���´By Avraham Shifrin  
ISBN 0-553-01392-0 pbk 389 pages 

�³...This is the first work of its kind - contains detailed information on more than 2,000 penal institutions in the Soviet Union. This figure does not 
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���D���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���O�L�V�W���R�I���F�D�P�S�V���D�Q�G���S�U�L�V�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8�6�6�5���E�X�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���R�Q�O�\���W�K�R�V�H���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���D�Q���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�´�� 


