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The new  

European Union treaty  
 

   The creation of the Treaty of Lisbon 

amending the Treaty of the European Union 

(EU) and the Treaty establishing the 

European Community, signed at Lisbon, 13 

December 2007, has recently caused 

tensions in Polish Lower-House of 

Parliament (Sejm). The EU Treaty has been 

said to grant “superior powers” to the 

European Union. According to the EU 

Treaty, an international organization with 

legal capacity, that would directly affect the 

national legal system, which would result in 

the limitations of Poland‟s Sovereignty.  To 

become an abiding legal document, it has to 

be ratified by all member states. This Treaty 

is said to substitute the European 

Constitution that was rejected by Poland in 

France and the Netherlands.  

   As far as the provisions of the Treaty are 

concerned, it is clear that they have become 

a major part of the ongoing discussions 

about the enforcement of European laws in 

Poland.  However, the debate has focused 

on primitive arguments that have nothing to 

do with the reality to confuse Polish society. 

I would not like to judge who is right in the 

dispute over the Treaty. My goal, though, is 

to show what it changes (or does not 

change). You should bear in mind that I am 

not an expert of international law, but I hope 

my short evaluation will be a useful “food 

for thought” for you.   

   First of all, Poland as a member state 

draws great benefits from its membership in 

the EU.  Although the EU seems to be 

portrayed negatively across the ocean, it is 

surely helping Poland. Trying hard to 

become an economically strong country, it 

was wise to become a part of the EU which 

brought Poland back to Europe.   

   Generally speaking, the Treaty of Lisbon 

adjusts the current shape of the EU to the 

fact that it became bigger and “old” systems 

do not match well with the “new” situation, 

i.e. 27-member-states-big EU. It is to be a 

substitute for the European Constitution 

that, if it had been approved by the member 

states, would have constituted some major 

changes in Europe. It stated that the 

European laws would be superior to national 

laws. This idea was, nevertheless, rejected 

and, as a result, the new Treaty was created. 

   One of the most important issues 

concerning this Treaty is the division of 

powers that are given specifically to the EU 

and member states. Another one is that the 

European Union was given legal capacity so 

it will be the international organization with 

due respect to its members‟ interests. 

Moreover, in order to adjust its functioning 

to the “new” shape, new systems of voting 

were introduced. To avoid taking over the 

decision making process of the EU by a few 

big member states, there are a few 

“emergency brakes” introduced so the 

system would be balanced.   

   Poland, being a member state, is of course 

vividly interested in the new shape of the 

European Union. It is natural that each 

member state wants to gain as much as 

possible from its membership and would 

like to gain as much power as possible, as 

the result. It is, nonetheless, impossible to 

demand without any compromises, and it 

seems that the Treaty of Lisbon is such a 

compromise.   

   As far as the European laws are 

concerned, it is apparent that the ratified 

international treaty, such as the Treaty of 

Lisbon, is inferior  to  the  Constitution  of 

the Republic of Poland, and so no laws 

come before the Constitution once the 

national matters are concerned. The national 

Parliaments are said to be taking part 

actively in the legal processes, and many 

issues are reserved to the national laws. One 

example is the issue of marriage. This 

subject was lively commented on in Poland, 

and it showed how little politicians read.  
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Washington – Board members of the National Polish Center (American Center of Polish 

Culture) rolled up their sleeves and began the hard work of re-inventing the nearly 20-year-old 

organization. Their goal is to make it more vibrant, responsive and relevant to American 

Polonia. 

   Under the leadership of Jack Pinkowski, the newly-elected chairman of the Center, Board 

members gathered recently at Nova Southeastern University in Davie, Florida for two full days 

packed with intensive strategic planning sessions.  But they had experts to coach them through 

the process. 

   Under the guidance of Dr. Tom Land, corporate trainer and assistant vice president for 

Baptist Hospitals of South Florida, the Board carefully crafted a new mission statement for the 

Center, which now reads: To enhance economic and cultural cooperation between the United 

States and Poland and to promote, perpetuate and preserve the appreciation of Polish heritage 

in America. 

   The Center‟s Board worked to develop ideas for programming – both monthly programs for 

the Center‟s facility in Washington, D.C. and more ambitious long-term cooperative programs 

with other Polish organizations around the United States.  They resolved to increase funding 

for the Center, recruit more paid and volunteer staff, enlist corporate sponsors, increase public 

outreach efforts and improve the Center‟s web site and newsletter. 

   Thanks to the lessons learned from marketing executive and Professor Dr. Jim Barry, the 

board will establish a “brand” to make the Center distinctive from other organizations. 

   Barbara Sterry, executive director for Nova Southeastern University‟s Office of Grants and 

Contracts, discussed how to maneuver through the process of requesting grants for the Center 

and reviewed the Center‟s program ideas for their “grant worthiness.” 

   “We are determined to reinvigorate the Center with new ideas, new programming and 

increased funding,” said Pinkowski. “We want the Center to live up to its „national‟ status by 

reaching out to Polish Americans and Poles countrywide and spreading the good news about 

our Polish roots to all Americans.”   ❒ 
 

__________ 

National Polish Center Gets Serious  

About Re-Inventing Itself   By: Jane Morse 

My Interview with 

Polish Viola Professor 

Jerzy Kosmala of the 

University of California 

at Irvine  
By: Kimberly Inglis 
 

Kimberly Inglis (KI)  -  What drew you to 

the viola as a primary instrument of study?  

Jerzy Kosmala (JK)  -  I started to learn 

how to play the violin at the age of 13 and 

continued until I went to College. Since I 

got married at just 19, I had to find a job to 

support my family. Fortunately, in the local 

Krakow Radio Symphony there was one 

opening but only in the viola section. I had 

three days to learn the alto clef, borrow the 

viola, and learn how to play the instrument. 

I made the audition and got the job, studying 

at the same time at the Krakow Academy of 

Music. That was the beginning of my viola 

career.  

KI  -  Are those the same qualities that hold 

your interest today, or are they different?  

JK  -  If you like what you are doing usually 

your interest is growing and you want to 

achieve perfection. That is what has 

happened to me. I cannot imagine playing 

another instrument than the viola.  

KI  -  How did you pursue training in viola 

performance?  

JK  -  After graduating from the high school 

in my native Krakow, Poland, I went on to 

the Krakow Academy of Music, followed by 

graduate studies at the Eastman School of 

Music in Rochester, NY. and finally I went 

to Indiana University in Bloomington, 

Indiana, where I received a Doctor of Music 

degree, working with the legendary most 

famous violist in the world, Mr. William 

Primrose and becoming his teaching 

assistant.  

KI  -  In addition to viola performance per 

say, what other training was necessary for 

your career in music?  

JK  -  When you enter college as a music 

major you have to follow the program of 

that particular school, which includes 

studies of Music Literature, History, Theory, 

Chamber Music, Orchestra, and all other 

required courses in order to graduate.  

KI  -  Have you noticed any differences in 

music teaching or training between Europe 

and the US?  

JK  -  There are many differences in 

teaching and performing between Europe 

and the US. The most significant one is the 

emphasis on the orchestral training in the 

American system, while in Europe the solo 

and chamber music proficiency had priority.  

KI  -  What are your thoughts about these 

differences?  

JK  -  The differences gradually became 

very small, because of the fast growing 

communication between those two 

continents, however it is still evident.  

KI  -  Do you see any advantage to a mixed 

education, coming from both sides of the 

Atlantic?  

JK  -  The strong  European influence on the 

American style of playing and teaching and 

in return an American discipline and sense 

of reality instilled to the European training 

greatly helped to bring education in both 

sides of the Atlantic to a much higher level.  

KI  -  From your studies, has there been any 

shift in how the viola has been used with 

other instruments over the years?  

JK  -  The average of the viola proficiency 

has been constantly growing..and there is 

not much difference between all the string 

instruments now.  

KI  -  From your studies, has there been any 

shift in how viola solo pieces have changed 

over the years?  

JK  -  The viola used to be like a 

“Cinderella” among other string instruments 

until the beginning of the 20th century; 

many modern composers realized the 

potential of the viola as a solo instrument 

and began write true masterpieces for that 

instrument.  

KI  -  Are people writing more, less, or the 

same amount of music for the viola today?  

JK  -  Many composers played the 

instrument themselves and composed the 

music so that they could perform it. Also a 

number of excellent violists commissioned 

the   music   from   well  known  composers.  
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ACPC Youth Leadership 

Conference 
By: Jo Louise Winters 
 mvwinters@charter.net 
 

   Since 1994, the American Council for 

Polish Culture (ACPC) has been sponsoring 

the Youth Leadership Conferences (YLC) in 

Washington, DC for students of Polish 

background, ages 18-26, who are interested 

in civic and political activism.  The 

weeklong conference will be held this year 

from June 22 –28.  

   The program is an up-close and intensive 

opportunity for 20 to 25 young Polish 

Americans, chosen from all over the U.S., to 

explore the political processes and interact 

with national and international leaders in the 

realms of foreign policy, business, science, 

education, journalism, culture, and Polish 

American and East-Central European 

affairs. 

   Every Youth Leadership Conference over 

the past decade was fully subscribed as 

students from across the USA eagerly 

sought to participate in this unique occasion 

to meet face-to-face and hold in-depth 

discussions with U.S. Senators and 

Representatives; government officials in the 

Departments of State, Commerce, Treasury, 

and Defense, and the Intelligence Agency; 

nationally known journalists and authors; 

political scientists in “think tanks”; officials 

of the Embassy of the Republic of Poland; 

as well as prominent figures of Polonia, 

business and the professions.  The list of 

distinguished personages who have 

participated in past Conferences includes 

Dr. Zbigniew Brzeziński, Counselor, Center 

for Strategic & Intl. Studies and former 

Natl. Security Advisor to U.S. President; 

Jim Miklaszewski, NBC White House 

Correspondent; Deputy Chief of Mission, 

Poland Embassy; Bogusław Winid; Radek 

Sikorski, leading neo-conservative political 

tactician and executive director of the 

American Enterprise Institute‟s New 

Atlantic Initiative and a former Polish 

deputy minister of defense and of foreign 

affairs; and the eminent Senator Barbara 

Mikulski, to name just a few of the invited 

guests who have participated in past 

Conferences.  

   Conferees had also enjoyed touring the 

U.S. Capitol, lunching and holding 

discussions in the beautiful quarters of the 

Polish Embassy, touring Washington with 

the well-known Polish American sculptor, 

Gordon Kray, and lunching at the 

prestigious American Center of Polish 

Culture, which was founded by the 

American Council for Polish Culture.  

Voluntary evaluations by YLC alumni have 

strongly encouraged other students to apply 

for the Youth Leadership Conference, 

seeing it as “…truly a life-altering 

experience.”   One enthusiastic student 

called home to tell her parents, “Guess 

whom I chatted with today!” 

Requirements:  Applicants must be: 

● of Polish descent (through at least one 

grandparent) 
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