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Our Lady  

of the Bright Mount 
Roman Catholic Church 

 

 

3424 W. Adams Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90018 
 

 

Schedule of Masses 
 

Saturday  5:00 pm 

Sunday  8:30  &  10:00am,  noon 

Mon,Tue, Th, Sat  -  8:00 am,  

Wed, Fri  -  7:30 pm 
 

(All Masses are in Polish) 
 

Ks. Marek Ciesielski, Proboszcz 

Ks. Antoni Bury, Rezydent 
 

(323) 734-5249 

 

The News of Polonia  

welcomes articles  

about your  

Polish organization 

POLAM  

Federal Credit Union 
(Southern California) 

 

Has  opened an office at 
 

1700 N. Tustin Ave. 

Orange, CA 
 

In the same mini-mall which 

houses Polka Deli and 

Continental Travel 
 

For additional information 

(800) 404-5137 

Tłumaczenia 

Translations 
 

Notariusz Publiczny  

Notary Public 
Orange and Los Angeles 

Counties 
Gosia Pasternak-McMurry  

tel. (714)732-9628 
translations@mediatonic.com 

Your help is needed  
 

Get involved in Polonia!  

Join a  

Polish Organization 

Valerian Soltes 
Attorney  

Living Trusts - Probate  

Bankruptcy 

Personal Injury 

Collections 
 

30011 Ivy Glenn Drive - Suite 203 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

949/363-0106 
E-mail: vsoltes@solteslaw.com 

 

Slovak, Czech, Polish, English 

 

    By: Teresa Dudzick 
 

Bazaar 
By: Teresa Dudzick 
 

   The 53rd annual Polish festival took place at Our Lady of the 

Bright Mount Polish Parish on Adams Blvd on Sunday, 

September 27 and 28, 2008. These are the 

days each year for the Polish community of 

Los Angeles to put their best on display and 

for anyone curious about anything Polish to 

satisfy that curiosity. As usual, Polish 

delicacies abounded – pierogi, potato 

pancakes, cheese-filled crepes, sausage, and 

various cakes. Anyone wanting to learn more 

about the social and cultural life of Polish-

Americans in Los Angeles could stop by the 

booths of various organizations. 

   No Polish festival would be complete without 

an artistic program showcasing Polish folk 

dancing – and what better way to communicate 

across language barriers than through music 

and dance. Opening the artistic program was 

Podhale Folk Dance Company under the 

artistic direction and leadership of Jasiu 

Sobański. Podhale performed a new, fast-paced 

program that got the audience’s hearts racing 

and hands clapping. The dancers’ faces beamed 

with pride and excitement. 

   Krakusy Polish Folk Dance Ensemble, which 

has been maintaining Polish culture and folk 

dance traditions in the Los Angeles area for 

over 50 years, presented their repertoire to 

close the artistic program. The ensemble has 

had over 500 members in its 50-plus years, and 

there were many alumni in the audience 

cheering on their successors. The artistic 

director of Krakusy, Edward Hoffman, also 

spoke about the group’s exciting trip to 

Rzeszów. 

   Under the leadership of Steve and Renata 

Perzyna, the festival targeted towards a slightly 

younger demographic, was the children’s 

playland which provided hours of amusement.  

   Whether it was catching up with old friends 

or making new friends, there was plenty to see 

and do for kids young and young-at-heart.   ❒ 

Playland for the children 

The food at the food court 

was plentiful and delicious 

Chata Góralska 

There were “valuable mementos” to buy at 

the “White Elephant” booth 

There were wonderful organizations to join 

Congratulations… 
 

Adamowicz Named 

Director of Real Estate 
   The Board of Harbor Commissioners has 

named Karl Adamowicz as the Director of 

Real Estate for the Port of Long Beach. 

Adamowicz has been serving as Acting 

Director of the Real Estate Division since 

January 2007. He started at the Port in 1997 

as a Leasing Officer in the Real Estate 

(formerly Properties) Division. 

   The Real Estate Division is responsible for 

generating revenue through leases of Port 

property and facilities. The Division also 

plays a crucial role in implementing the 

environmental policies and directives of the 

Harbor Commission. 

    As Director, Adamowicz will oversee 

property negotiations including “Green 

Leases” that adhere to the Port’s Green Port 

Policy and Clean Air Action Plan. The Port 

has two terminals under Green Leases and 

will expand them to all terminals as older 

leases expire. Through Green Leases, 

marine terminal operators are required to 

reduce emissions of air pollutants, among 

other environmental improvements. 

   The Real Estate Division also administers 

the operations of the Foreign Trade Zones 

under the jurisdiction of the Port, and 

coordinates a team that maintains and 

repairs Port assets. Adamowicz reports to 

the Managing Director of Finance and 

Administration, Steven Rubin. 

   Before coming to the Port, Adamowicz 

was a Real Estate Officer with the Los 

A n g e l e s  C o u n t y  M e t r o p o l i t a n 

Transportation Authority, and has also 

worked in the Real Estate Department of 

Southern Pacific railroad.  

   A resident of Orange, Adamowicz has an 

MBA from Pepperdine University and a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Geology from 

California State University, Los Angeles. 

He holds a California Real Estate Broker’s 

License and earned a Global Logistics 

Specialist professional designation from 

California State University, Long Beach.   ❒ 

Poland prepares for 

Chopin’s bicentennial  
 

   An October 13, 2008 article by Ruth Ellen 

Gruber in the International Herald Tribune 

states: Plans are well under way for a year 

of celebrations to mark the upcoming 

bicentennial of one of Poland’s favorite 

native sons - Frédéric, known here as 

Fryderyk, Chopin. 

   The Polish Sejm, or Parliament, has 

declared 2010 the Year of Fryderyk Chopin, 

and special concerts, recitals, conferences 

and other events will honor the great 

Romantic composer, who was born near 

Warsaw in 1810. 

   The prestigious International Chopin 

Competition for pianists will mark its 16th 

edition in October 2010. Held every five 

years, the competition draws scores of 

young musicians from all over the world. In 

addition, Warsaw's Chopin Museum, with 

the world's largest collection of Chopin 

documents and other artifacts, will undergo 

a total redesign, modernization and 

expansion. 

   A lavishly illustrated new guidebook 

called “Chopin's Poland” was already 

published this year. It leads visitors to 

dozens of sites in Warsaw and elsewhere 

around the country where the composer 

lived, ate, studied, performed, visited or 

even partied. 

   “Actually, Chopin doesn't need to be 

promoted, but we hope that Poland and 

Polish culture can be promoted through 

Chopin,” said Monika Struga³a, who is 

coordinating the Chopin 2010 program 

under the aegis of the Fryderyk Chopin 

Institute, a body set up by the Sejm in 2001 

to promote and protect Chopin's work and 

image. 

   “We want to confirm to all that he is a 

very, very important Polish symbol,” she 

said. 

   Indeed, it’s not much of an exaggeration 

to say that Chopin’s music flows through 

the Polish national consciousness like some 

sort of cultural lifeblood. 

   He is “woven into Polish culture and 

politics,” the Polish-born American 

filmmaker Marian Marzyński** told an 

interviewer for PBS, the American 

television station, in 2006. 

   The son of a Polish mother and a French 

émigré father, Chopin was born in a manor 

house at Żelazowa Wola, about 50 

kilometers, or 30 miles, west of Warsaw, 

and moved to Warsaw as an infant. 

   The manor is something of a Chopin 

shrine - since the 1930s it has been a 

museum and center for concerts. Like the 

Chopin Museum in Warsaw, it, too, is 

undergoing extensive renovation as part of 

bicentennial preparations. 

   Chopin spent his first 20 years in and 

around Warsaw. He was already a noted 

pianist as a boy and composed concertos 

and other important works as a teenager. 

   He carried Polish soil with him when he 

left Warsaw on a concert tour in 1830, just a 

few weeks before the outbreak of the 

November Uprising, an abortive Polish 

revolt against Czarist Russia, which then 

ruled Warsaw and a broad swath of Polish 

territory. 

   Chopin remained in exile in France after 

the uprising was crushed. But so attached 

was he to his native land that after his death 

in Paris in 1849 his heart - on his own 

instructions - was brought back to Warsaw 

for interment. The rest of his body is buried 

in the Pčre Lachaise cemetery in Paris. 

   “For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also,” reads the Biblical 

inscription on a plaque where his heart is 

kept today, preserved in an urn and 

concealed in a pillar of the Holy Cross 

Church in central Warsaw. Mozart’s 

“Requiem” will be performed here as part of 

Bicentennial events. 

   Exile and patriotism, as well as 

extraordinary genius, have long made 

Chopin's appeal transcend all manner of 

social and political divides. 

   Polish folk motifs thread through some of 

his finest pieces, and patriotic fervor, as well 

as homesick longing, infuse some of his best

-known works. 

   Polish Radio broadcast his music as the 

Germans  marched  in  at  the   beginning  of  
 

Chopin’s Bicentennial to page 11 


