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Mikulski honors  

20
th

 Anniversary of 

Polish Democracy 
Mikulski sponsors resolution to 

commemorate end of communist 

rule in Poland  
 

WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Senator 

Barbara A. Mikulski (D-Md.) today 

applauded the Senate‟s passage of a 

resolution commemorating the 20th 

anniversary of the end of communist 

government in Poland. Senator Mikulski 

introduced the resolution, which was 

cosponsored by a bipartisan group of her 

Senate colleagues.   

   On June 4, 1989, the Solidarity Party 

was overwhelmingly victorious in 

Poland‟s first open elections since the end 

of the Second World War. This victory 

marked the end of pro-Soviet rule in 

Poland and inspired a succession of 

peaceful transitions from communism to 

democracy in other former Soviet Bloc 

nations. 

   “In the aftermath of the Second World 

War, the people of Poland found 

themselves under the oppression of a 

harsh communist government put in place 

by their Soviet occupiers.” Senator 

Mikulski said. “They did not choose 

communism – it was forced upon them. 

After over 40 years of struggle, in early 

1989 the historic Round Table discussions 

were held between the communist 

government of Poland and representatives 

of the democratic opposition on a peaceful 

transfer of power. As a result, on June 4, 

1989 the first democratic parliamentary 

elections in Poland were held. This date is 

symbolically celebrated as the fall of 

communism in Poland. It was on this date, 

many Poles say that „Freedom was born in 

Poland.‟ 

   “This anniversary has special resonance 

for me. For 40 years, I watched the people 

of Poland live under brutal, communist 

rule. Growing up as a Polish American in 

East Baltimore, I learned about the 

burning of Warsaw at the end of the 

Second World War. The Germans burned 

Warsaw to the ground – killing a quarter 

of a million people – as Soviet troops 

watched from the other side of the Vistula 

river. I learned about the Katyn massacre 

– where Russia murdered more than four 

thousand Polish military officers and 

intellectuals in the Katyn Forest at the 

start of the Second World War.    

   “This anniversary is a great occasion for 

the Polish people, for the government of 

Poland, and the history of the relationship 

between the United States and Poland. It 

is fitting that the Senate commemorate 

this anniversary, that we express our 

admiration for the resolve that the Polish 

people demonstrated in the face of 

political oppression under communist 

rule, that we congratulate the people of 

Poland for their accomplishments in the 

years since the end of communist rule, 

and that we express our appreciation for 

the close friendship of between the United 

States and Poland.”  
 

Polish American Congress 

1612 K Street NW, Suite 410 

Washington, DC 20006 

Tel.: (202) 296-6955 

Fax: (202) 835-1565 

Web: www.polamcon.org 

Rep. Quigley calls for 

President Obama to 

include Poland in Visa 

Waiver Program 
 

WASHINGTON, - U.S. Representative 

Mike Quigley (D-IL) called on President 

Barack Obama to support a critical ally in 

Europe and Polish-Americans everywhere 

by including Poland in the Visa Waiver 

Program. 

   The inclusion of Poland into the Visa 

Waiver Program has gained wide-spread, 

bipartisan support in prior Congresses. In 

2007, President Bush called on Congress 

to expand the program to include 

countries such as Poland as well. 

   “Poland has proven to be an 

indispensable ally in the global campaign 

against terrorism.” said Rep. Quigley. 

“Including Poland in the Visa Waiver 

Program will have positive security, 

economic, and bilateral effects. In 

addition, there are thousands of Polish-

Americans in my district alone who would 

benefit by making it easier to have a loved 

one visit them, not to mention the local 

businesses that would benefit from 

tourism dollars. We owe it to a country 

that has stood by us, and to the people 

who would like to visit the United States.” 

   Since 1999, Poland has been a valuable 

member of the global security community, 

not only as a member of the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization, but fighting 

alongside United States forces during 

Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

   A member of the European Union since 

2004, Poland repealed its own visa 

requirement in 1991 which allows 

Americans to travel to Poland without the 

use of a visa. 
 

------------------------ 
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Berlin Exhibit from 6 
 

active in supporting German-Polish 

reconciliation, both as foreign minister 

and now as Poland‟s special envoy for 

German relations.  

   “One can forgive and, as a Christian, 

one should want and be able to forgive 

when somebody admits their guilt, 

expresses regret and awaits forgiveness,” 

said Bartoszewski.  

   “But how can I talk about forgiveness 

regarding people who weren‟t even born 

during those critical times?” he continued, 

“No one bears guilt for deeds he didn‟t 

commit himself.” 

   German Minister of State for Culture 

Bernd Neumann and Poland‟s Culture 

Minister Bogdan Zdrojewski officially 

opened the exhibit on Wednesday. At the 

event in Berlin‟s Ephraim Palace, the 

ministers signed a joint declaration paving 

the way for a European Network for 

Memory and Solidarity.  

   Based in Warsaw, the network is to 

begin its work later this year, focusing on 

the analysis, documentation and 

distribution of information about the past. 

Hungary and Slovakia are expected to 

sign the declaration later in Warsaw. 
 

The exhibit, entitled “Germans and Poles: 

abysses and hope,” runs in the German 

Historical Museum through Sept. 6. 
 

A link to this article appeared in the 

weekly “Media Watch” distributed by       

e-mail to the National Directors of the 

Polish American Congress.   ❒ 

Polish Constitution Day 

Catalogue 
By: Jo Louise Winters 

 

   It is noteworthy and gratifying 

whenever a new publication appears on 

the Polonia books scene verifying the 

Polish people‟s outstanding intellectual 

and leadership qualities. These qualities 

are brilliantly acknowledged and 

documented in The Polish Constitution of 

May 3rd, 1791: Photographic Exhibit 

Catalogue. 

   Dr. Andrzej Pronczuk, President, Polish 

Cultural Foundation of Boston, 

announced recently the publication of the 

second edition (first edition was sold out) 

of the photographic exhibit catalogue of 

the May 3rd, 1791 Polish Constitution.  

The catalogue is based upon an exhibit 

bearing the same name, which was 

recently displayed at Harvard University 

as part of our national May 3rd 

celebration. Dr. Pronczuk serves as the 

Exhibit Curator and Mr. Szymon Tolak as 

the Graphic Editor. 

   Through text as well as photos of 

paintings from the Warsaw National 

Museum, Royal Castle and Polish Army 

Museum, the catalogue, in book form, 

dramatically illustrates and describes the 

events and conditions, which enabled the 

creation of the Polish Constitution. That 

document is widely known to be the first 

democratic constitution in Europe and 

only the second in the world, after the 

Constitution of the United States of 

America. The book describes and depicts 

the adoption of the Constitution by the 

Sejm (Parliament) as well as the invasion 

of Poland by Russia a year later and the 

subsequent abolishment of the 

Constitution. 

   The Catalogue also includes the full text 

of the May 3rd Polish Constitution in its 

original language and in English. The 8” x 

11” publication is printed on premium 

glossy paper and is priced at only $15 plus 

shipping. Copies may be ordered by e-

mail at: andrzejpronczuk@aol.com or by 

phone 617-696-9009. 

   This remarkable book, that vividly 

recites an illustrious event in Poland‟s 

history, deserves to be found in every 

Polish-American home and makes an 

excellent gift. It is suggested that 

individuals or Polonia organizations may 

wish to offer copies to local libraries, 

Polish Parochial Schools and Polish 

Saturday Schools. 
 

Let the truth be known  

about our proud Polish Heritage! 

The Polish Cultural Foundation of Boston 

is an Affiliate organization of the 

American Council for Polish Culture.   ❒ 


