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   Usually, the first of September reminded 

me of the beginning of a new school year. It 

was my second year in school. However, the 

atmosphere surrounding September 1, 1939 

was completely different from prior years. 

   On the morning of the fourth of September 

our mother dressed me and my older sister 

Janina. We were ready to go to church. Our 

grandmother Alexandra attended church 

every day. That day grandmother decided to 

take us to church so we could pray and 

participate in the Holy Eucharist. 

   I was wearing a new mantle made from 

my aunt’s autumn overcoat, white stockings, 

and flesh- colored shoes, purchased 

especially for my First Holy Communion. 

Janina was dressed in a similar fashion. 

   We walked through the streets full of 

people and refugees trying to get to the 

church. Our small town was about to 

become a scene of great tragedy. 

   We were close to the church, suddenly, we 

overheard a threatening roar of airplanes 

above us. I heard my grandma scream: “Run 

for the shelter”.... but it was too late. There 

was a deafening noise, explosions and 

flashes of fire. An avalanche of dirt covered 

us. A bomb hit the sidewalk about five yards 

from us. For a moment, I was unable to 

grasp what was happening. Around us was a 

crowd of people running in all directions.  

   My grandma lifted me from the sidewalk 

and suggested that we should go home 

immediately. I felt no pain. Soon after 

looking at my lovely shoes and stockings, I 

noticed that they were covered with blood. I 

started to cry, feeling sad that my new 

clothes were stained with bloody spots. I 

then realized that I was alone. My grandma 

and my sister, Janina vanished in the crowd 

of people. I stood still, afraid to cross the 

street. Round me were houses on fire and 

clouds of dust and smoke. That was the last 

image recorded in my mind. 

   When I woke up, I was lying on a sofa in 

some sort of clinic filled with wounded 

people. I was confused and trying to 

understand what had happened. I stared at 

the doctor, but I could not utter one word. 

Unable to help all the wounded around him, 

the doctor was dispatching people to 

different hospitals. There was an ambulance, 

which carried several seriously wounded 

people to a hospital. At that time, I spotted 

my father, walking through the door. He 

was holding my sister, Janina in his arms. 

Her head was wrapped in the towel that was 

all covered with blood. My mother was with 

him. They placed us in an ambulance, now 

at least we were together. 

   We finally found ourselves in a temporary 

hospital. It was a club which was near a park 

in front of a high school.  There were steel 

beds with straw mattresses, but no 

attendants in the entire building. My parents 

decided to go home and bring the rest of the 

family including our wounded grandma so 

we could be transferred to a more secure 

place. It was noon and my sister and I were 

desperately  waiting  for our parents or some  
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The Polish American Cultural Society of Stamford CT awarded four scholarships recently to 

students of Polish descent. Pictured on the left is Alexander Koproski, President of the 

organization, next is Zuzanna Naumowicz of Stamford, CT who will be attending Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute, Jason Grabowski from Riverside, CT a student at Iona College and Erika 

Wurther of Milford, CT who will be attending New York University. Missing from the photo 

is Jessica Grabowski from Riverside CT, a student at Dominican College.   ❒ 

Scholarship Winners Consul General Kapuścińska and 

Polish Veterans Commander 

Niżyński addressed the 

parishioners of the Our Lady of  

theBright Mount Church at the 

service commemorating the  

89th Anniversary of the  

“Miracle of the Vistula” 

Ms. Paulina Kapuścińska, Consul General 

of the Republic of Poland 
 

   The day of August 15th is celebrated in 

Poland and among Polonia as the Day of 

Armed Forces in memory of the Battle of 

Warsaw, which took place on August 15, 

1920. That day the Polish Forces won one of 

the most important battles in the history of 

Europe, stopping the Soviet Union’s armies 

from advancing toward the West. The 

brilliant strategic plan of the battle in 

conjunction with the intelligence work of 

the secret service brought a decisive victory 

of the young Polish Army over a powerful 

Red Army which vastly exceeded Polish 

Forces in the numbers of soldiers. 

   One of the interesting facts from the 

frontline was the work of the Polish military 

broadcasters who were able to interrupt 

communication between the Soviet armies 

with the readings of the Bible which 

confused and prevented the Soviets in the 

delivery of their military orders. 

   The Bolshevik troops were smashed and 

defeated once again on the Niemen River. 

The Polish Soviet War was ended with the 

Peace Treaty of Riga which was signed on 

March 18, 1921. It established Poland's 

eastern border on the Zbrucz River, 

providing for payment of reparations to 

Poland and stipulating the return of the 

cultural treasures looted by Russia during 

the time of the partitions.  

Mr. Andrzej Niżyński, Commander  

Polish Veterans of World War II 
 

   The Battle of Warsaw in 1920 is also 

known as “Miracle over Vistula River” 

because the day of August 15 was 

celebrated in Poland as a religious holiday 

dedicated to Mary - Mother of God and it 

was believed that all the prayers that day 

had an effect of a miracle; the danger of  

Soviet invasion was defused and Poland was 

saved. 

   This military victory helped a young 

Polish State to consolidate and turn to work 

on  numerous  domes t i c  i s sues . 

Unfortunately, the time of peace was brief. 

Only 19 years passed and Poland was in 

another war, first attacked by Nazi Germany 

and a few weeks later, by the Soviet Union. 

Many years of German and Soviet 

occupation didn’t break the will of the 

Polish people who fought bravely on many 

frontlines for the independence of Poland. 

The end of the World War II didn’t bring 

The Consulate General of the Republic of Poland 

in Los Angeles 
 

and 
 

Polish American Congress of Southern California 
 

are honored to invite you to attend 
 

Holy Mass to commemorate  

the 70th Anniversary of the Outbreak of WWII 
 

Sunday September 6
th

, 2009 - 3:30 p.m. 
 

Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels 
555 W. Temple Street, Los Angeles  90012 

 

Principal Celebrant – Auxiliary Bishop Oscar Solis 
Vicar for the archdiocesan Office of Ethnic Ministry 

 

For further information please contact: 
 

Ms. Malgorzata Cup – Consul for Culture, Press, Education and the Polish Community, 

Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Los Angeles – malgorzata.cup@msz.gov.pl  
 

Mr. Andrew Ettinger - President 

Polish American Congress, So. CA Chapter - 323/240-8525    Fax  323/464-6444 
 

Tax deductible donations are accepted. Checks may be made out to: 
 

Polish American Charities of So. CA 

Please include a note in the corner indicating WWII Mass Sept. 6, 2009. 
 

Please forward checks to: 

 Ms. Theresa Dudzick, Treasurer, Polish American Congress of Southern CA 

3424 W. Adams Blvd.   Los Angeles, CA  90018 

310/245-3157 
 

Cathedral Parking - $5.00 

independence. For many years our country 

was suffering under the political system 

imposed by the Soviets. 

   The year 1989 finally brought freedom to 

Poland and now our country is enjoying its 

full participation in a free world.   ❒ 


