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Distribution of the  

News of Polonia  

in the Phoenix area is  

through the generosity of  
 

Stan Żarkowski 
Home Realty 

Your support is needed 
 

Join a  

Polish Organization 

Please support the 

organizations that 

advertise in the  

News of Polonia 

They support our 

community 

Gene Kellner 

L. - Ania Harley-Trochimczyk, Greg Rlenbass, Agnieszka Bachelder (on behalf of her siter 

Biance Szcześniak, Monika Ratajczak, Dominik Kmita, Ela Podpora, Piotr Słuszrz, Ania 

Jaroszewicz, and Monica Kozłowski.  

Recipients not in Photo Joanna Szupińska, Bianca Szcześniak, and Victor Kmita 
 

   On December 20 the Polish University Club of Los Angeles held their annual Oplatek 

and Scholarship Awards Luncheon. This year the venue was the Warszawa Restaurant in 

Santa Monica. The restaurant was closed, but the patio/bar area was made available for 

the occasion.  This was unique,as most of the guests were seated on couches and chairs 

and the others at banquet tables – beautifully decorated by PUC President Teresa 

Dudzick. 

   MC—Treasurer Paul Kaymark welcomed the guests and initiated the sharing of the 

oplatek. He then gave the Luncheon Blessing, and guests proceeded to the buffet, where 

they were served the traditional herring and other delicious Polish dishes. 

   Aquila Polonica publisher Tina Tagnazian was introduced and spoke about her 

company’s newest book, ―The Ice Road.‖ The subject of the bok is the Siberia 

experience. Noted author Allen Furst reviewed the book and commented that it was the 

best Polish World War II book he had ever read.  Other honored attendees were former 

Club Presidents Gillian Olechno Husza and Jane Comitz, who were both happy to be back 

with the University Club. 

   Scholarship winners were each presented (by President Dudzick) with copies of ―The 

Peasant Prince‖ and ―The mermaid and the Messersmitt‖ – to encourage their reading of 

books on Polish history.     

   A raffle followed – with a great number of (donated) prizes. 

   A total of $9,000 in scholarship awards was presented.  $9,000 had also been awarded 

in June.  Recipients were: Anna Harley - Trochimczyk, Greg Elenbaas, Blanca 

Szczesniak, Monika Ratajczak, Dominik Kmita, Ela Podpora, Piotr Slusarz, Ana 

Jaroszewicz, Monica Kozlowski, Joanna Szupinska, Artur Szczepanek, and Victor Kmita. 

The deadline for 2010 applications is April 25.  More information will be forthcoming.   
 
 

__________ 

Polish University Club Holds Annual Oplatek 

Luncheon and Scholarship Awards 
By Betsy Cepielik 

Polski “SKI” Trip 
Brought to you by Polish 

Center of Los Angeles,  
 

The first organized Polish Ski Trip in 

over ten years! 

   Come spend a weekend at Mammoth 

Mountain for skiing, snowboarding, and 

partying with your Polish friends.  

―It’s gonna be a blast!‖ Seating is limited 

to 48, so please hurry and make a 

reservation.  
 

Includes: 

Lodging - 5 condos reserved at Mammoth 

Estates for Friday and Saturday nights 

Transportation - Luxury Bus that includes 

food and beverages, movies, and a 

restroom! 

Food – Breakfast and Dinner included 

Yes, the bus can accommodate everyone’s 

baggage, skis, and snowboards 
 

Departure Time and Location: 

When: 4:45pm, Friday, Feb. 26th 

Where: Polish Church, 3424 W Adams 

Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90018 

Parking: Free Parking at Szarotka - Polish 

Retirement Foundation,  

Leaving Los Angeles: 5:00pm 

Estimated Arrival in Mammoth: 11:30pm 
 

Return Time and Location: 

When: Sunday, Feb. 28th 

Where: Mammoth Estates condos 

Leaving Mammoth: 4:00pm 

Estimated Arrival in Los Angeles: 

10:00pm 
 

Cost: 

$200 per person ($150 for students, 

subsidized by the Polish Center of Los 

Angeles) 

Pay by Jan 22nd and receive a $20 

discount!!!! 

Payments accepted at  

www.lapolonia.com/blog via Paypal   ❒ 
 

__________ 

The Polish Club of 

Laguna Woods 
By: Irena Głowacka-Lawyer 
 

   The Polish Club of Laguna Woods 

celebrated The Spirit of the Season, 

traditional Polish Christmas Dinner on 

Sunday, December 20, 2009 at 5 p.m. 

   Guests arrived early and spent time 

socializing with both old and new friends. 

After the invocation by Robert Richmond, 

the Christmas wafer was shared. 

Everybody participated in this sharing of 

happy holiday wishes. After the 96 guests 

moved into the dining room, President 

Irena Glowacka-Lawyer, welcomed 

guests and raised a toast with Polish 

Vodka. The traditional Christmas dinner 

began with hors d’oevres of herring 

followed by a choice of prime rib or 

salmon. The guests were treated to wine 

donated by John Dudley. Entertainment 

was provided by Kasia Bitner, soprano, 

singing Christmas carols in Polish and 

English.  

   Christmas gifts were distributed to the 

children present and to lucky winners of 

the raffle drawing. Kevin Gawora, 

grandson of the President, drew the lucky 

number and distributed gifts to the 

winners. The President wished everyone a 

Happy New Year and thanked members, 

supporters, and guests for coming and 

supporting Polish culture and traditions. 
 

Upcoming Club Events 

   On Wednesday, January 27 in 

Clubhouse 6 at 11 a.m., Polish Club 

members and guests are invited to a 

luncheon and program, ―Helena Modjeska 

Poland`s greatest actress.‖ Guest speakers 

Linda Płochocki, President of the Helena 

Modjeska Foundation and Yvonne Bohm, 

Vice-President and Director of Public 

Relations. Although she never lost her 

Polish accent, Modjeska became 

Amer ica ’s  mo s t  d i s t ing u i s hed 

Shakespearean actress of the 1880’s and 

1 8 9 0 ’ s .  S h e  p l a y e d  t w e l v e 

Shakesparearean parts parts in addition to 

other classic and contemporary roles in 

this country. Her country- old home, 

ARDEN, is a National Historic 

Landmark, and still stands in the foothills 

of the Santa Ana Mountains. The program 

will include a short film of Helena 

Modjeska. Cost for the luncheon and 

program is $13 per person for members 

and $15 per person. For information call 

(949) 206-9122 
 

10th Anniversary Special Celebration 

   The Polish Club of Laguna Woods 

invites you to the Traditional Easter 

Celebration and commemoration of The 

10th Anniversary of the Polish Club on 

Saturday, March 27, 2010 at 11:30a.m., in 

Clubhouse Five. The BANQUET will 

begin at noon with the invocation, sharing 

of Easter eggs with wishes, and a Polish 

Easter Buffet. The gourmet luncheon, will 

include a choice of salmon or lamb and 

will be served at 1:30 p.m. The 10th 

Aniversary cake will be served with 

champagne. Everybody is invited to 

celebrate with us. The Polish Club of 

Leisure World was formed in 2000 as a 

social group that promotes Polish culture 

and traditions. When Leisure World 

changed its name to Laguna Woods in 

2005, the Club also changed its name to 

the Polish Club of Laguna Woods. 

Programs are educational as well as 

entertaining and consist of lectures, films, 

performances and trips to places focusing 

on Polish heritage. Annual dues are $ 15. 

All are invited to join the Polish Club.  

For information regarding the Polish Club 

or the events, call Irena Lawyer at (949) 

206-9122.   ❒ 

   An article on the Yahoonews website reports… Poles who do not feel like a New Year's 

Eve of hard partying have jumped at the chance to spend their holiday in the 

contemplative calm of a Benedictine monastery, organisers said Monday. 

   ―The monastery hosted 60 people last year. This year, we had hundreds of calls and all 

89 places were booked by the start of December,‖ Jadwiga Pribyl, of Poland’s 

Benedictine Cultural Institute, told AFP. 

   For 80 zloty (19 euros, 28 dollars) a day, the New Year's guests sleep in the monastic 

cells of the Roman Catholic Tyniec abbey, perched on a cliff above the Vistula River in 

southern Poland. 

   Over the three-day retreat, they get the same simple meals as the monks, and receive 

divine sustenance from regular religious services and periods of meditation. 

   At midnight on December 31, Pribyl said, "there won't be any crazy stuff, or fireworks, 

but just a mass followed by a cup of tea". 

   More than 90 percent of Poland’s 38 million inhabitants are practising Catholics.   ❒ 

Pious Poles shun New Year celebrations... 

knees-up for monastic retreat 

Polish History and 

Heavy Metal music 
 

   The topic of Heavy Metal music and 

Polish military history is actually, not a 

new concept.  

   In regard to Alex Storożyński’s article: 

―Mama Mia! Swedish Rockers Invade 

Poland to commemorate WWII, in the 

January 21st edition of the online website:  

The  Huff ington Post ,  http: / /

w w w . h u f f i n g t o n p o s t . c o m / a l e x -

s to ro zy nski / ma ma - mia - swedi sh -

rockers_b_271364.html in regard to 

Swedish heavy metal band SABATON, 

and their Polish tribute song ’40-1’ 

regarding the battle of Wizna against Nazi 

Germany’s invasion, it may be of great 

interest to not only author Mr. 

Storożyński, but to all readers 

everywhere, especially those in Poland 

itself, that just over a decade ago, 

Greenpoint’ Brooklyn’s Heavy Metal 

rocker, Rik (nee: Suligowski) Fox of the 

bands WASP, STEELER, SIN, 

SURGICAL STEEL, and others, began 

devoting his post-heavy metal rock music 

time to Polish historical research. 

Suligowski-Fox merely traded in his 

1980’s metal for 1680’s metal, which he 

continues to this day. Fox states, “If other 

entertainers around the world can use 

their fame and notoriety to raise 

awareness for their favorite causes, then 

there’s no difference here, why can’t I do 

the same for my Polish ancestry and that 

o f  o f t e n - m i s u n d e r s t o o d  a n d 

misrepresented Polish history?” 

   Fox created the very first official 

representation of the famous Polish 

Winged Hussar cavalry in the United 

States in 2000, after noticing a large 

vacuum gap of proper historical 

representation of the 16th-17th Century 

Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in the 

U.S.  

   His research showed this had never 

before, been attempted in America, so he 

took up the gauntlet and began using his  

Heavy Metal to page  


