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Your help is needed  
 

Get involved in Polonia!  

Join a  

Polish Organization 

Honorary Consul of the Republic of 

Poland in Philadelphia, PA 
 

   Joining a very exclusive group of 

persons in the United States is Deborah 

“Debbie” M. Majka who has just received 

confirmation as Honorary Consul of the 

Republic of Poland in Philadelphia. The 

opening of her office will be scheduled in 

the near future with both Consul General 

Ewa Junczyk-Ziomecka (New York) and 

A mb a s s ad o r  Ro b e r t  K u p i ec k i 

(Washington) in attendance. 

   Deborah M. Majka, President of the 

American Council for Polish Culture 

(ACPC), is a native Philadelphian. Debbie 

is also a committee member of the 

Brigadier General Kazimierz Pułaski 

Reinterment Committee in Savannah, 

Georgia; and National ACPC Convention 

Co-Chair. On October 2, 2008, she was re

-elected to the position of Vice-President 

for Cultural Activities of the Polish 

American Congress, a new position 

especially created for her in addition to 

serving on the Financial Development 

Committee. As PAC Vice-President for 

Cultural Activities, Debbie successfully 

organized and chaired the national 

commemoration of the 400th anniversary 

of the arrival of the first Polish craftsmen 

in Jamestown, VA, which took place on 

October 1, 2008.  

   She earned an M.S. in Counseling and 

Human Relations from Villanova 

University. Recently, she retired from a 

marketing position with Rohm and Haas 

Company, an international chemical 

manufacturing company headquartered in 

Philadelphia. On May 1, 2010, she 

received her confirmation as Honorary 

Consul of the Republic of Poland in 

Philadelphia.  

   On the local level, Debbie has also 

completed ten years as President of the 

Polish Heritage Society of Philadelphia, 

an affiliate of ACPC. For many years she 

was a very active volunteer at the 

National Shrine of Our Lady of 

Częstochowa, in Doylestown, PA, and 

during the celebration of its 50th 

Anniversary was honored by the Shrine 

for all her loyal work. She is a charter 

member and President of the Marcella 

Kochańska-Sembrich Female Chorus, No. 

321, Polish Singers' Alliance of America. 

Her Saturday mornings are devoted to 

teaching Polish language to both children 

and adults at the Adam Mickiewicz Polish 

Language School. She‟s also a member of 

the Philadelphia-Toruń Sister City 

Committee. She is producer and host of a 

half-hour radio program in English on 

Polish topics, entitled Polonia Today, 

which may be heard at 1540 AM, WNWR 

and is streaming and archived at: 

www.wnwr.com.  

   She has received numerous awards and 

medals including Medal Zasługi (Polish 

Army Veterans); Distinguished Woman of 

Deborah M. Majka  

“Debbie” 

   New York, N.Y… Mark Skulimowski, Deputy Consul General of the Republic of 

Poland in New York (left), thanks Dr. Leon Nadrowski (center) for the support he and the 

Polish American Congress gave Lech Wałęsa and the Polish trade union Solidarity in 

their fight to shake off Communist control in the 1980‟s.  

   Acting as media spokesman for the Congress, Nadrowski, spearheaded a series of 

public rallies and demonstrations in New York City against the violation of human rights 

in Poland. 

   He and the rest of the Polish American Congress protested Communist brutality and 

repression with demonstrations at the United Nations, the Soviet and Polish Missions to 

the U.N. and the Polish Consulate when it was still under Communist direction. 

   Nadrowski is shown here wearing Poland‟s Officer‟s Cross awarded to him for his 

efforts while Frank Milewski, president of the N.Y. PAC, looks on. Unavailable for the 

photo was Auschwitz survivor Michael Preisler who was president of the Congress during 

the Solidarity years. 

   In the American Revolution, “the shot heard „round the world” at Lexington & Concord 

led to the birth of a free and independent United States of America with Gen. George 

Washington as the new nation‟s first president. 

   Something similar happened in 1980 in the Polish shipyard in Gdańsk when Lech 

Wałęsa headed a series of labor strikes which led to free elections and the fall of 

Communism. Mr. Wałęsa then became the president of the new Poland. 

   But the Polish people had a tough and painful fight before the Communists relented and 

agreed to the elections. 

   On orders from Moscow, the Warsaw regime terrorized the people through martial law, 

beatings, arrests, shootings and murder.  

   President Ronald Reagan, the Pope, American labor leaders and much of the western 

world gave their support to the Polish people in this difficult period. 

   Under the leadership of the Polish American Congress, New York‟s Polish community 

became deeply involved in sending material help and providing moral encouragement to 

their relatives and friends back home. 

   As a Republican district leader and former candidate for the U.S. Congress, as well as 

an ardent anti-Communist, Nadrowski was able to passionately articulate the concerns of 

all Americans for the success of the ongoing struggle of the Poles to achieve the freedom 

of which they were so long deprived.  

   Nadrowski‟s message of hope and support to the striking workers of Poland was 

broadcast by American media and agencies like the Voice of America and Radio Free 

Europe.  

   Zygmunt Staszewski, today a member of the Polish American Congress, was a 

Solidarity leader in Wrocław who was rounded up and jailed when the Communist regime 

surprised the country with a declaration of martial law. 

   Sitting in jail, Staszewski and his fellow workers were able to assemble a makeshift 

radio and tune in what the outside world was saying about the Communist crackdown. 

Messages like the ones coming from the Polish American Congress “gave us hope and 

encouragement,” he said.  

   Michael Preisler was president of the N.Y. Congress when it organized and conducted 

multi-year demonstrations to back the Polish strikers. Preisler fought against the Germans 

in World War II and ended up in Auschwitz for it. Whether in Poland or after he came to 

the United States, he never stopped fighting Poland‟s enemies. He stood with Nadrowski 

at every public demonstration the Congress held.  

   His has been a lifetime “dedicated to the cause of a free and independent Poland,” said 

Frank Milewski, the Lower N.Y. PAC‟s current president. 

   After this goal was finally achieved with the Polish elections of June, 1989, the rest of 

the Communist-controlled countries in Eastern Europe started collapsing like a row of 

Dominoes. The Berlin Wall came down five months later in November.  

   “A German joke” is what Preisler calls the attempt to ignore what Solidarity started in 

Poland in 1980 and to credit the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 as the event which caused 

the downfall of Communism. 

   “They just can‟t seem to break that old and nasty German habit of trying to steal 

whatever belongs to Poland,” he said.   ❒ 
 

__________ 

Poland Honors 1980’s “Voice of the N.Y. Polish 

American Congress”  
By: Frank Milewski 

the Year (Polish Heritage Society of 

Philadelphia); Polish American World 

Newspaper Citizen of the Year, the ACPC 

Founders Award, Poland‟s Cavalier Cross 

of the Order of Merit, (Krzyż Kawalerski, 

Orderu Zasługi) and the Pułaski-O'Neil 

Medal (City of Savannah). In May 2007 

she was honored by the Am-Pol Eagle (a 

Buffalo, NY weekly newspaper) as 

Citizen of the Year.   ❒ 

Teresa N. Wojcik  
 

   The American Council for Polish 

Culture (ACPC) held its Spring 2010 

Board Meeting in Philadelphia. Pres. 

Debbie Majka and Teresa N. Wojcik, 

Polish Heritage Society of Philadelphia 

President, cooperated to make the 

weekend meeting a memorable and 

interesting event. 

   Their plans included a very outstanding 

celebration, a dedication and unveiling of 

a historical State marker to be placed at 

the site of aeronautical helicopter pioneer 

Frank N. Piasecki‟s first engineering 

office. ACPC Director Mr. Peter Obst 

Chairman of the Piasecki marker event 

has prepared a fine detailed account of 

the ceremonies, which is also appearing 

in this Polonia news media. 

   Pres. Majka presided over the business 

sessions wherein various committee chairs 

presented their reports. Chairlady Camille 

Kopielski reported on the ACPC‟s 2010 

grant of $2,000 for university students‟ 

summer studies in Poland. Last year‟s 

winner chose to study at the Jagiellonian 

Univ. in Krakow where the students 

unanimously proclaimed that the teachers 

were highly proficient and attentive to the 

students‟ questions and needs. Krakow 

offered an array of sightseeing and 

interesting night life attractions. There 

were fascinating tours every weekend, 

which included Zakopane where students 

even participated in mountain hiking trips. 

Mrs. Kopielski and her committee will be 

reporting on the 2010 winners at the 

ACPC Annual Convention in July 2010. 

   Board members were delighted to greet 

Dr. Maria Winnicka, Pres. of the Polish 

Arts Club of Elmira, NY who was 

accompanied by the Club‟s past Pres. 

Christine Markiewicz, and Jackie 

Droleski, ACPC Awards Committee 

Sec‟y. Dr. Winnicka graciously invited 

the ACPC Board members to Elmira for 

its Fall Board Meeting, Oct. 29-30, 2010. 

She revealed that arrangements have 

already been made with the Holiday Inn 

and the White Eagle Club for meetings, 

lunch and dinner.  On Saturday evening a 

concert by professional pianists is 

scheduled. A second phase of the program 

will feature a Chopin concert by young 

aspiring pianists. The invitation was 

eagerly accepted as the board members 

recalled prior meetings hosted by the very 

hospitable officers and members of the 

Elmira Club. The Board unanimously 

decided to present a very special award 

during the meeting in Elmira to their 

Club‟s greatly admired and highly 

deserving member Raymond J. Winieski 

for his outstanding creative cultural 

efforts over many years throughout the 

Polish American community. 

   Co-Chair Barbara Lemecha reported on 

the outstanding role ACPC played in the 

89th Annual National Conference for the 

Social Studies at Atlanta, GA in Nov. 

2009.  The Counci l ‟s  “Pol ish 

Perspectives” booths offered a rich variety 

of books, posters, bookmarks and audio/

visual materials contributed by Polonia 

groups  and   individuals  that  highlighted  
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ACPC Spring Board 

Meeting in Philadelphia 

April 16-17, 2010 
By: Jo Louise Winters 


