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A response to the many articles printed 

in major newspapers about the  

so-called “Polish Ghettos.” 
 

Polish history 
 

Jewish Ghettos in 

Poland during WWII 
By: Ewa Kurek, Ph.D., Historian  
Dr. Kurek received her doctorate in 

history from the Catholic University of 

Lublin in Poland. She is the author of four 

books and numerous articles devoted to 

the history of World War II.  
 

Part III 
   So-called ―Historians of the Holocaust‖ 

write of factual information such as: ―the 

ghettos were only a result of an 

extermination policy of the Germans 

towards the Jewish people. The ghettos 

were built with no participation of the 

Jews and against their will. Not so! The 

Jewish sources show that neither in the 

process of creating the Jewish autonomies 

(ghettos) nor in the process of surrounding 

them by walls and barbed wire were Jews 

actively participating in the powers of 

Jewish autonomies.‖ However, factual 

and documented accounting shows that 

the separation of Jewish autonomies from 

the external world (construction of the 

walls with barbed wire) was actually 

financed from the budget of the Jewish 

community and some social funds! It 

means that the isolation of the Jewish 

territorial population in Warsaw, the Poles 

living behind the walls, commonly called 

a ghetto, was really a part of the Jewish 

idea. 

   Today [March 1940] there were rumors 

that walls will replace the fences around 

the ghetto. On the 2nd of April 1940, the 

construction of the walls around the 

ghetto had started. It made a strong 

impression. People saw in this fact a 

beginning of a real ghetto. On the streets 

it is absolutely calm. 26, 27 of April 1940 

– The construction of thick walls costs for 

the Jewish community a quarter-million 

złotys.¹⁸ 

   This information was confirmed by 

Adam Czerniaków in his diary:  

April 1940 – The walls have to be 

constructed in different places of the city. 

Tomorrow the Germans will decide who 

will cover the costs. The walls are 

constructed to defend Jews from 

aggression. The bricks may be brought by 

the Jews. Everybody from the age of 10 to 

60 may bring several bricks. This is an 

idea of the ghetto; I had touched the issue 

of the walls. I gave some material. In 

several places the Jewish Community had 

started to construct the walls. We will pay 

for the walls. 

May – ―Today I got a Map of the closed 

district of Warsaw‖ 

August 1940 – ―The plan of the Jewish 

district (widened) was signed.  

September 1940 – ―Preparing of the plan 

of defense of the Ghetto (Złota, territory 

between the Hale Mirowskie, the Old 

City, etc.)‖¹⁹ 

   Henryk Makower summarized the end 

of the demarcation of the borders of the 

Jewish autonomy in Warsaw: ―We had a 

real reason for joy, because the Germans 

gave us such a big and nice ghetto in the 

middle of the city.‖²⁰ 

   Antoni Marianowich, who was a 

member of a Polonized Christian Jewish 

family, wrote about the first months 

behind the walls: ―All people had found 

for them a good place. The atmosphere of 

relaxation was overwhelming. The 

optimist triumphed. There were a lot of 

voices that believed we will be able to 

calmly survive the war.‖²¹ 

   During the second half of 1940 the 

Warsaw Jews had discussions with the 

Germans on the creation of a Jewish 

education system, and the forming of 

Jewish police units, which were officially 

created just before the ghetto  was  closed.  
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Reflections on Kielce 

and Communism: The 

Obstacle of the Kielce 

Pogrom to Polish-Jewish 

Reconciliation 
By: Iwo Cyprian Pogonowski 
 

Putting to Rest World War II’s  

Spirit of Hatred 
 

Part 4 
 

Soviet Aims in the Middle East 

   In Soviet Cold War policy, the Middle 

East was very important because of its 

vital oil reserves. It is well known that 

after World War II the Soviets 

systematically used to their advantage the 

desire of Jews to fight for the 

establishment of the state of Israel. 

Bernard Lewis of Columbia University 

(Semites and Anti-Semites, New York: 

W.W. Norton & Co., 1986) as well as 

other Jewish historians state that, until the 

creation of the State of Israel, the only 

source of weapons for the Jews fighting 

for their independence was the Soviet 

Union and its Czechoslovak satellite. 

Early in 1996, Ezer Weizman, the 

President of Israel, officially thanked 

Prague for these weapons, while on a state 

visit to the Czech Republic. In 1946, the 

United States government was in 

possession of ―a number of official and 

semi-official indications provided by the 

[Soviet-controlled] Warsaw government 

that it is encouraging the migration of [a 

m a j o r ]  p a r t  o f  i t s  J e w i s h 

population.‖ [George Lenczowski, the 

Middle East in World Affairs, Second 

Edition (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 

Press, 1956), p. 330.] 

   The Soviet postwar aim was to get rid of 

the British mandate in Palestine and play 

a more active role in the strategically vital 

Middle East while consolidating their grip 

on the newly acquired satellite empire. 

Toward this end the Soviets committed 

numerous acts of terror to pressure Jews 

to emigrate out of the satellite states to be 

able to join the struggle for Israel. 

However, once they were out of Soviet 

control, only about one third of Jewish 

emigrants were willing to go to Palestine. 

About two thirds preferred to remain in 

the West and go to the United States, 

France, or other Western countries. This 

high attrition rate from what the Soviets 

hoped would be a large Jewish exodus to 

the Middle East resulted in Soviet efforts 

to intensify Jewish emigration. They did it 

by staging pogroms in all of the satellite 

states in order to deliver the largest 

possible number of able-bodied men, 

many of them trained soldiers, to the 

Palestinian battlefield where the Jews 

were short of manpower. 

   The year 1946 was one of 

intensification of Soviet-sponsored anti-

Jewish violence throughout the region. 

The Soviets staged several anti-Jewish 

riots in Poland, including the one in 

Kielce. In nearby Czechoslovakia, a two-

day anti-Jewish riot was staged in 

Bratislava and simultaneously in Żilina. 

The Soviet-provoked riots at these two 

localities occurred on August 2 and 3, 

1946, during a convention of the Slovak 

association of former guerrillas controlled 

by the Soviets. Scores of Jews were 

injured and Jewish apartments were 

ransacked. In Żilina alone 15 Jews were 

severely wounded. So the occurrence of 

Soviet-provoked anti-Jewish riots was not 

unique to Poland. What was unique to 

Poland was the additional necessity felt by 

the Soviets to severely embarrass Poland, 

primarily because of the significant Polish 

resistance the Soviets encountered during 

and after the War. The Bratislava riot 

served its purpose to frighten the 

Czechoslovak Jews so that they would 

depart. Since Czechoslovakia was 

permeated   with   communist    Influences  
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L/R Msgr. Anthony Czarnecki; Marion 

Winters; Bishop Stanisław Jan Dziuba 

   Each year, many Polonians of the 

United States make a pilgrimage to Our 

Lady of Częstochowa Shrine in 

Doylestown, PA. This spiritual event is 

promoted by the National Polish 

Apostolate Committee, which is affiliated 

with the United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops (USCCB) in 

Washington, D.C. This year’s celebration 

took place on Sunday, August 29th with a 

solemn liturgy at 12:30 PM. 

   It has been a tradition to present the 

―Pride of Polonia‖ Award on this day to 

an individual whose personal integrity and 

involvement in the Polish American 

Community is exemplary. It is the 

responsibility of Adam Cardinal Maida, as 

Episcopal Liaison of the USCCB to 

choose a person for this award from a 

slate of nominees presented to him by the 

National Apostolate Committee. Upon 

review, Cardinal Maida chose the 

individual recommended by Monsignor 

Anthony Czarnecki, Rector, St. Joseph 

Basilica, Webster, MA: Mr. Marion V. 

Winters ―whose dedicated service to 

Polonia for over 50 years requires a 

special recognition‖. 
   The special Mass was celebrated by 

Bishop Stanisław Jan Dziuba, Diocese of 

Umzimkula, South Africa with the 

assistance of Msgr. Czarnecki and fourteen 

other priests. Mr. Winters and his wife Jo 

Louise were seated at the left side of the 

altar. The pews were packed with the Polish 

Apostolate and Polish Women’s Alliance 

members who had made the pilgrimage to 

the Shrine for the Celebration of Our Lady 

of Częstochowa Feast and Polish Apostolate 

Day. Seated among them were the family 

members and friends of the Winters who 

had come from afar to witness the moving 

spiritual event and the award ceremony. The 

Mass was held in Polish and the 

congregation was spellbound by the stirring 

prayers of the Bishop and priests and the 

Polish music that moved everyone. 

Beautiful music filled the church as the 

organist played and sang memorable Polish 

hymns that led some people to say they 

experienced a kind of heavenly aura in the 

depths of the beautiful Shrine.  

   The Mass ended as Bishop Dziuba 

called for God’s blessings upon everyone 

and one could feel the peaceful spiritual 

joy reigning over the Shrine. After a 

moment of silence, Msgr. Czarnecki 

stepped up to the microphone. He 

recounted with enthusiasm some of the 

many services and undertakings Winters 

has rendered on behalf of the Polonia and 

Poland throughout his life and continuing. 

The Monsignor expressed the opinion that 

such devoted work helps strengthen the 

bonds between Polonians and with the 

church. 

   Bishop Dziuba offered his most sincere 

congratulations and presented Mr. 

Winters with a large plaque that reads: 
 

The National Polish Apostolate 

gratefully presents 

Pride of Polonia Award 

to 

Marion V. Winters 

In recognition for outstanding service to 

Polonia dedicated efforts and sensitivity 

to the educational needs of young people 
 

GOD  BLESS YOU – SZCZĘŚĆ 

BOŻE 
 

Our Lady of Częstochowa Shrine 

Doylestown, Pennsylvania 

August 29, 2010 
 

Pride of Polonia Award to page 9 

Pride of Polonia Award A True Polish Hero 

My Friend Zdzisław 
By: Stanley L. Karp, Jr. 
 

Another Polish hero has left this world. 

Major Zdzisław Jarkiewicz (ret’d.), 

Commander, Armia Krajowa Veteran’s 

Association, San Francisco was accorded 

a full-honors military service of interment 

at the Cathedral of the Polish Army 

(Katedrze Połowa Wojska Polskiego) and 

at his internment on June 4, 2010 at the 

Powązki Military Cemetery (Cemetarz 

Powązki Wojskowe) in Warsaw. He 

passed on December 14, 2009 at the age 

of 84. Active to the very end, he was 

stricken by heart failure while enjoying 

his favorite sport, table tennis. He died 

shortly thereafter. 

   His ashes were brought to Poland by his 

widow, Alina, in accord with his wishes. 

Earlier in the 2010 a moving memorial 

service was held for Zdzisław at St. 

Anne’s Church in Walnut Creek, where 

he was honored by fellow AK veterans, 

Polish boy scouts and girl scouts, and 

family and friends. A moving eulogy was 

given by his son Paul.  

   Zdzisław and Alina resided in Walnut 

Creek, California. Prior to their moving to 

Walnut Creek, they lived in San Diego, 

where Zdzisław was founder and 

Commander of that post of the AK 

Veteran’s Association. In addition to his 

loving wife of over 52 years, Zdzisław is 

survived by their son, Paul, a merchant 

marine captain stationed in Abu Dhabi 

UAE as Fleet and Client Service manager, 

and their daughter, Eva, who resides in 

San Diego and is employed in Human 

Resources at Scripps Medical Center in 

La Jolla. He leaves many relatives in 

various parts of the U.S., Poland, Sweden, 

and Australia—and numerous friends, a 

great number of them fellow Polonians. 

   Standards of the AK Veterans Post, San 

Diego CA are carried from St John’s 

Cathedral, Warsaw on July 31, 1989 by 

Post Commander Zdzisław Jarkiewicz 

(with the Polish flag) and Pawel Depta, 

accompanied by Halina Butler; to be 

paraded in commemoration of the 45th 

anniversary of the Warsaw Uprising. 

Since Gen. Jaruzelski was still in power, 

the American embassy was alerted in case 

the display of the American flag, perhaps 

for the first time, might result in arrests by 

the Communist government. 

   Zdzisław has the high distinction of 

having conferred on him the Order of 

Polonia Restituta Class I, Grand Cross 

(Order Odrodzenia Polski, Krzyż Wielki) 

by the Polish government in 2007 for 

extraordinary and distinguished service to 

Poland. This is Poland’s third highest 

order, following only the Order of the 

White Eagle and the Order of Virtuti 

Militari. Regarding Poland’s awards to 

civilians, it is preceded only by the Order 

of the White Eagle, which is rarely given. 

The Order of Polonia Restituta is 

automatically awarded to each new 

president of Poland. Other distinguished 

recipients include: General Władysław 

Anders, member of the Polish government

-in-exile in London and Commander of 

the Polish Army attached to Allied Forces 

in WW II; Omar Bradley, American 

military commander; and Jadwiga 

Piłsudska, Polish aviator and the daughter 

of Józef Piłsudski. Established in 1921, 

Marshal Joóef Piłsudski was the first 

Grand Master of the Order. It is generally 

believed that the Order supplanted the 

Order of the Knights of Saint Stanislaus 

which had been created in 1765 by 

Stanislaus August Poniatowski, the last 

king of the Polish-Lithuanian 

Commonwealth. The Polonia Restituta 

medal is held in such high regard that in 

the cathedral and at the cemetery the 

Polish military escort reverently placed it 

on a separate display pillow and formally 

carried it to its own stand, set apart from 

the other medals. 

   Zdzisław’s many activities on  behalf  of  
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