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Bob Cook, left, of Burney (CA) was reunited with Martin Henzel, the Polish paratroop leader 

he flew behind German enemy lines on Sept. 21, 1944 for Operation Market Garden, a 

disastrous battle for the allies and brought to the screen in the 1977 Richard Attenborough 

movie “A Bridge Too Far.” Video of the two describing the mission when they met in Burney 

July 23-24 is at The News website, www.im-news.com. 
 

   The last time they saw each other was over a beer in March of 1945. More than one beer, 

actually, but the exact number has been lost among the many memories formed more than 62 

years ago. 

   It was a late Monday afternoon as retired Burney real estate broker Robert O. Cook was 

reminiscing at the Burney VFW hall about piloting 10 Polish paratroopers behind German 

enemy lines. The leader of that squadron, Martin G. Henzel, was sitting next to Cook at a 

small rounded table, the first time the two had seen each other since their time together in 

England. “He is my buddy,” Henzel said placing an arm around the shoulders of the pilot who 

dropped him 50 miles into German territory during Operation Market Garden, one of the most 

disastrous battles of World War II and recreated in the 1977 Richard Attenborough movie “A 

Bridge Too Far.” 

   Cook remembers that day, having waited two days on an England airstrip due to bad weather 

before eventually taking off on Sept. 21, 1944. “We had a real low ceiling on that day,” Cook 

said and retold in the book Airborne Troop Carrier Three - One-Five Group, edited by George 

Cholewczyński of New Orleans, La. 

   It was Cholewczyński who arranged the meeting between the two military veterans, now in 

their 80s. “We had to wait a couple of days because of bad weather before we finally got off 

the ground and there were only two planes in the 43rd Troop Carrier Squadron that made it,” 

Cook said. All the rest turned back in mid flight due to the poor flying conditions. But Cook 

climbed to an elevation of 9,000 feet for the three-hour flight, then dropped to 500 feet as the 

paratroopers, carrying more than their body weight in munitions and supplies leapt in a static 

line jump from the C-47. 

   Henzel, who in 1939 helped defend his city of Lwów in southeastern Poland from the Soviet 

Union, but was taken by the Russians and sent to a Soviet forced labor and concentration 

camp, a “gulag” north of the Arctic Circle from 1940-41, now found himself being shot at 

behind German lines. He was under the command of Major General Stanisław Sosabowski, 

portrayed in the movie by Gene Hackman, who alone said the planned battle was foolhardy. 

   The Allies were feeling the flush of success after the Normandy Invasion and thought this 

battle would quickly bring Germany to its knees. But battlefield politics, faulty intelligence, 

bad luck and poor weather led to a disaster and “a 100km corridor to nowhere.” While Henzel 

was being fired upon by the Germans, Cook also came under fire on his flight back. 

   Flying just 50 feet off the ground, the plane was struck by numerous gunfire, including one 

hit that damaged his hydraulic brake line. “Our only protection was flying low,” Cook said. 

“Some machine guns or something shot the rudder pedal out from under my co-pilot’s feet. 

They hit my instruments, including the gas g a u g e s . 

   “I didn’t know how much fuel I had left.” He told his crew they could jump from the 

battered aircraft, but Cook told them, “as long as these props are turning, I’m getting as far 

away from the Germans as I can.” He flew on to Brussels, an optional second airstrip available 

to pilots and landed with no brakes. “There were two B-17s and a B-24 on the end of the 

runway. If I went straight in we would have crashed and really had a fire,” Cook said. “There 

were a bunch of Spitfires on the right-hand side and I went through those damned fighters and 

missed them all. I jumped the perimeter track and hit a bombed out hanger and then hit an I-

beam.” 

   Fast forward to 2007 and both Cook and Henzel recall their brief time in 1944 and the time 

they reunited in England in 1945. Henzel, who now lives in Mission Viejo, Calif., was among 

the Polish military who received little recognition for their part of World War II. That changed 

in May 2006 when Queen Beatrix Wilhelmina Armgard, Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands, 

decorated some 60 members of the Polish brigade. Henzel made that flight and ceremony, all 

paid for by the billionaire queen.   ❒ 
 

__________ 

Reunited after 62 years 
(Article reprinted with permission from the InterMountain News in Burney, CA,) 

Zofia Zakrzewska 
 

   The main office of PolAm – Northern 

California (not associated with the Southern 

California PolAm) is located at 770 

Marshall Street in Redwood City. In 

addition, there are offices in Concord, San 

Francisco, Sacramento, and the newest 

branch in New Britain, Connecticut. 

   The CEO is Zofia Zakrzewski. We met 

with her husband, Zdzisław Zakrzewski 

(who is also the recently elected President of 

PAC – Northern California.) PolAm owns 

the building, which also houses two other 

credit unions – Patelko and Sequoia 

Hospital Employees Credit Unions.   

   Upon entering the building, the visitor is 

awed with the sight of a wall-long tapestry 

of the history of the Polish eagle – from the 

Piast dynasty in 1000 to 1975. 

   The office also has a second floor, with 

offices and a large conference room. 

   They have assets of $53,000,000 and 3600 

members. The New Britain, Connecticut 

office has been in operation for one year, 

has $9,000,000 in assets, and approximately 

200 members. They have been invited to 

open offices in Arizona and considering 

going north to Oregon and Washington. 

   T h e y  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 

polam@polamfcu.com or by phone at 650 – 

367-8940. Office hours for all the Northern 

California branches are Monday through 

Thursday from 9 AM – 4PM, Friday from 9 

AM – 6 PM, and Saturday from 9 AM – 1 

PM. The Connecticut branch closes at 1 PM 

on Mondays and is opened til 7 PM on 

Fridays (a very innovative idea.)  They are 

located at 46 Broad Street in New Britain, 

Connecticut.  Phone: 860 – 223-0200.   ❒ 

PolAm Credit Union in 

San Francisco 
By: Betsy Cepielik 

 

Tadeusz Ungar 

Foundation 
   In addition to his PolAm and PAC duties, 

Mr. Zakrzewski is also the President of the 

Tadeusz Ungar Foundation. 

   Ungar was his friend. They went through 

WW II together. They escaped from Poland 

together, went to France, and attended 

Polish Army Officers School. Zakrzewski 

was in the Polish Mountain Brigade and 

Ungar in Maczek’s First Division Polish 

Armored Forces. After the collapse of 

France, they got together and went to 

Norway where they fought in the Battle of 

Nardik. They were both married in England 

and came to the United States with their 

wives. 

   In 1994 Tadeusz Ungar died, at age 82, 

after a stroke and coma. His only surviving 

relative was a sister. She wanted to do 

something for her brother, and asked 

Zdisław to set up the Ungar Foundation, to 

help and recognize deserving Polish people.  

The Foundation started with $200,000.  The 

Foundation is incorporated in California, is 

private, and does not accept donations.  The 

money was invested in the stock market and 

grew to $900,000.  Each year $80,000 is 

distributed. 

   There are five regular recipients of this 

fund.  The first is a weekly internet in 

Poland, which tells the truthful side of 

history.  This has been in operation for five 

years and had 6,000,000 hits the first year.  

The second worthy cause is Polish Scouting, 

including Polish Scouts in the former USSR. 

There have been tangible results. The scouts 

are able to vacation at camps in Poland. 

There are also summer camps for Polish 

children in the former USSR who are not in 

scouting.  They learn Polish, see the land of 

their ancestry, and it becomes a reality to 

them rather than just something they read 

about. 

   Another very interesting cause is that for 

historians in Kiev, Ukraine – to copy and 

send to Poland old unknown Polish 

documents.  Another interest is the Institute 

of World Politics in Washington, D.C.   

   There was also a onetime donation for a 

boy from Poland to attend the Oakland 

Pacific Boys Choir Academy. 

   Congratulations to the Ungar Foundation 

for its worthy contributions, and to Zdzisław 

Zakrzewski for his excellent administration .   

❒ 

__________ 

July 25, 2007 
 

Jan Sanders - Library Director  

Pasadena Public Library  

285 E. Walnut St.  

Pasadena, CA 91101 
 

Ms. Sanders: 
 

   Recently I asked that Art Spiegelman’s book Maus be removed from circulation 

because it contained anti-Polish cartoons and descriptions of Polish behavior under 

Nazi occupation. I was rebuffed. I note with angry frustration that Jewish people have 

no trouble getting results when they complain about books critical of Jews, in this case 

an educational comic book used in South Korea. If you had had this book in your 

collection you would have received a call from the Simon Wiesenthal Museum 

requesting its removal. I believe you would have complied. However, my request for 

removal of Maus got nowhere. It does not matter that Spiegelman shows Polish 

housewives as giving the Hitler salute and calling out “Heil Hitler!”  It does not matter 

that he shows well dressed, well fed, secure Poles against a background of untouched 

cities watching unconcernedly a Nazi round up of Jews. 400-500 Polish people were 

also rounded up daily, even if “free” they suffered slow starvation on a 600 calories a 

day diet. 

   Spiegelman uses animals to characterize the Nazis (cats), Jews (mice) and to 

represent the Poles, pigs(!). He says the use of pigs for Polish people was a reference to 

“Miss Piggy” and “Porky Pig,” figures the reader would be familiar with. I have been a 

student of interwar, fighting, and occupied Poland since I became aware of that nation’s 

plight while reading My Name is Million4 as a child. In the books and articles I have 

read on this subject since have been references to Polish-Jewish relations. These, 

together with arguments with Jews at Simon Wiesenthal Museum events convince me 

that Spiegelman is disingenuous in his Miss Piggy/Porky Pig claim, and that his 

intention is to insult Polish nationals. I say he exposes his character by viciously 

attacking a helpless, voiceless people, and for this he wins a Pulitzer Prize for Maus and 

receives literary acclaim, most recently in a Los Angeles Times Calendar Section 

article. 
 

Hugh Hoyland 


