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Ambassador Reiter from 4

ACPC - Conference from 4
a Żegota educational documentary; Andrzej
Pronczuk of Boston’s Polish Cultural
Foundation for the very popular colorful
educational bookmarks; the Polish Embassy
in DC and the Consulate General of the
Republic of Poland, NY for brochures on
Solidarity; booklets produced by the Polish
American Congress relating to Jamestown
that were furnished by Robert Maycan, Pres.
of the Polish Arts Club of Chicago; and
books donated by Thad Cooke of the
Jamestown Colony of Poles in Cleveland,
OH.
Participation in the conferences is an
expensive proposition with extensive travel
involved, substantial fees for booth space,
shipping costs and expenditures for resource
materials. The ACPC is deeply grateful for
the financial support we have received each
year from organizations and many
individuals to buttress our Council’s outlays
for this program. We appeal to all Polish
American organizations and individuals to
join our effort and help us continue this vital
mission. We will be grateful for any
pertinent materials for distribution to the
teachers/educators and for financial support.
Please make checks payable to ACPC/
NCSS (501(c)(3) tax-exempt status) and
mail to:
Ms. Barbara Lemecha, 6534 Parkway
Circle, Dearborn Heights, MI 48127 ❒

remain committed to an alliance with the
United States. But what made this part of
Europe unique was widespread popular
support for close cooperation with the
United States. This support is threatened. If
America is to be considered only as a
partner in the arena of security - important
but not dominant in the lives of Central
Europeans - the “American dream” will fade
in the region. Perhaps in time someone will
ask: Who lost Central Europe?
This need not happen. It is possible to
lower the visa rejection rate; the rules that
American consuls have to follow in granting
visas could be rethought. Such a process
would require more cooperation between
U.S. authorities and those in countries
seeking to join the visa waiver program -overall a good thing.
The United States played a major role in
Central Europe’s fight to free itself of
communism. It was extremely successful in
transforming Cold War enemies into friends
in the free world. Now it needs to seek
similar success in dealing with its new
friends. ❒
__________

Legal from 3
commercial or critically acclaimed success.
How long can I stay on an O visa?
There is no limit on the amount of time
you can stay on an O visa, except that the
stay is authorized for the period of the
“event” that is the basis for the trip. CIS
will grant O visas initially for an initial
period of up to three years to complete the
event or activity in question. Extensions are
then available for one year at a time.
Can I get a green card?
It is possible to apply for permanent
residence through another channel without
risking losing O-1 status. However, O-2
holders can only come to the United States
temporarily and must maintain a residence
abroad they do not intend to abandon.
How do I apply?
A U.S. employer or U.S. agent must
petition for the foreign worker. The foreign
w o rker mu s t p ro vid e ext en s i ve
documentation of her accomplishments.
Also, a consultation from a labor union is
required before an O petition may be
adjudicated if a union has a collective
bargaining agreement in the field that the O
petitioner seeks to work in.
Can I bring my family with me?
O-1 visa holders can bring their spouse
and children through the O-3 category. In
addition, the O-2 category is for certain
aliens accompanying O-1 aliens in the arts
or athletics who will assist in the O-1’s
performance. ❒
__________

Get involved in Polonia!

Join a
Polish Organization

___________

Investments from 3
to secure rollover assets from a 401(K).
While there is no additional tax advantage
when rolling over assets from other
qualified accounts, under these
circumstances, investing in a variable
annuity should only be considered because
of its other options such as living benefit or
death benefit protection.
An investor in a non-IRA account may
also want to consider variable annuities to
take advantage of tax-deferred compounding
growth and the higher contribution limits
allowed for non-qualified investments.
Most of us would like to maintain our
lifestyle in retirement, but may be concerned
about the possibility of outliving our assets.
Variable annuities provide options that can
help retire the risk but not your income. ❒
___________

Taxes from 3
the other hand, with a high deductible you’ll
generally pay lower premiums each year.
By doing careful research and avoiding
some common mistakes, your homeowner’s
insurance policy will be affordable and still
provide solid protection should disaster
strike.
If you have additional questions about the
ideas mentioned here and/or the many other
strategies available to you, they may be
directed to me at 800-CPA-KROL (2725765), or you may write to:
News of Polonia
Your tax and Financial Matters
2245 E. Colorado Blvd. 104/177
Pasadena, CA 91107
e-mail: polishnews@earhlink.net ❒

Polish Scouts from 1

Dedicated Scoutmasters and
Scoutmaster trainees

Organization, Edmund Kasprzyk,
from London, England, the Chief
Scoutmaster of the Boys’ Division,
Andrzej Borowy, also from London,
and the Head Scoutmaster of the
U.S.A. troops, Alfred Liss, from
Detroit, Michigan. Scout Leaders
from Australia, England, and the
U.S.A., including seven leaders from
California, participated in the
training.
We are extremely proud of our
organization, and especially of the
fine young men and women who
choose to make Scout Leadership
Leaders from California, Illinois, and Michigan
part of their lives. Their dedication
ensures that future youth of the Polish Community will have the unique opportunity to be part
of our very special Polish Scouting Organization. ❒

__________

Polish Center from 7
Library, Polish Film Festival, and others.
The Polish Center also supports the Polish
University Club. Annually a “Polish Center
Scholarship” is awarded through the Polish
University club to a deserving Polish
American university student.
The Polish Center also supports multiple
ad-hoc requests. The Polish Center has
supported the 1st Commemorative Mass for
John Paul II at the Los Angeles Cathedral.
More recently, The Center received a
request to support the Paderewski
Monument to be located on the campus of
USC. The Polish Center responded
positively to this worthy cause and has
already given a substantial contribution.
Other requests are received and usually
supported by the Polish Center throughout
the year.
Continuing with a tradition started by
Samopomoc, Polish Center annually
organizes a Sylwester Ball – a traditional
New Year’s Eve dinner dance at local
Southern California hotels. For many years
this event was held at the Biltmore Hotel in
downtown LA. About 15 years ago it was
moved to the Los Angeles Airport Marriott
where it has been held ever since. This is the
longest continuing event of this type in
Southern California.
Over 40 of these Sylwester Balls have been
held and many memories made. Some
excellent bands that come to mind, which
played at the Center’s Sylwesters include
the Henryk Reiss Orchestra, the Bitner
Brothers Orchestra, the Dave Miron Band,
Basia and Takt, Michael Postian Band, and
lately the Zbigniew Gałązka Band from
Phoenix Arizona. There were some
memorable guest performers from Poland as
well, including Irena Santor, Halina
Kunicka, land more recently Jerzy
Połomski. For many years the Center also
held “Bal Tadeuszów” at the Polish Parish
Hall on Adams Blvd since many of the early
members had Tadeusz as their given name.
Currently the Center is struggling with
declining membership. In the 1970s the
membership was approximately 300, today
it is less than 50. Many of the founding
members have passed away, moved away,
or are simply too old to participate actively.
Even the picnics do not excite today’s
younger Polonia as much as they did 30 or

even 10 years ago. Why is that? Perhaps the
availability of TV Polonia, Polish press, and
the internet, has obviated the need for
immediacy, which was felt by Polonia of the
past generation.
The Center is therefore in process of
assessing its mission and goals. Is a Polish
Home still a viable goal? Would it be
sufficiently supported if a suitable location
were found?
Recently a Business Plan for such a center
was commissioned and has been completed.
A membership drive is also underway and a
number of younger members have been
added. If you are interested in joining the
Polish Center, want to become involved in
Polonia, have ideas on what the Polish
Center should be doing, and are willing to
dedicate your time as a volunteer, please
consider joining our organization. For
further information, please send a request
for an application to:
Polish Center of Los Angeles
3424 W. Adams Blvd,
Los Angeles, CA, 90018. ❒

___________

Arizona
New homes from $180,000.00
With small down
payments

√ Free Consultations
√ Free services for buyers
√ We’ll help you find the best
Available loan for your budget

Stan Żarkowski
Realtor
Office (623) 298-2404
Cell (623) 512-7336

