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President Virginia Sikora reelected for third
term - World War II Hero Irena Sendler
named Honorary Member

Vice President Sharon Zago, President
Virginia Sikora, and Secretary/Treasurer
Antoinette Trela Vander Noot.

Chicago, Illinois—The 35th National
Convention of Polish Women’s Alliance of
America was held in Cleveland, Ohio, last
month, from August 25 to 28, 2007.
Delegates from across the nation,
representing 14 PWA districts, assembled at
the Royal Crowne Hotel in downtown
Cleveland to elect a new administration and
to set goals and objectives for the next four
years.
President Virginia Sikora and Vice
President Sharon Zago were both re-elected
to third terms; Antoinette Trela Vander Noot
was elected to the newly combined office of
Secretary/Treasurer. Elected as National
Directors, reduced from five positions to
four at this convention. were Dawn
Muszynski Nelson of Illinois, Helen
Simmons of California, Marcia Mackiewicz
Duffy of New Jersey, and Felicia Perlick of
Pennsylvania.
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Father Bogdan Molenda will be returning
to Poznań, where he will be the Director of
the Society of Christ Seminary there, but he
has promised to come back and visit.
Father came to the U.S. on August 21,
2001. For the first two weeks he was a
substitute in First Polish Brother Martyrs
Parish in Chicago, and then he stayed in the
Provincial home of the Society of Christ in
Sterling Heights, MI where he renewed his
monastic vows and on September 27, 2001
flew to Los Angeles.
For fifteen years he was a diocesan priest
in Poznań Archdioceses. After that he joined
the Society of Christ Order that ministers to
Poles abroad. Because they are the monastic
community, to fulfill the requirements of the
canonical law he had to spend a year in the
novitiate and then profess his monastic
vows, and only then begin work as a
member of the Society of Christ – a
missionary.
It is not common for a diocesan priest to
enter another religious order, but once every
few years it happens in every order. The late
Father Kania also entered the Society of
Christ Order as a diocesan priest.
Father Bogdan stated, ―It is God who
manages our life. As a priest he worked first
as an assistant pastor in the countryside,
later in Poznań. At the same time he was
studying at the Papal Faculty of Theology in
Poznań. He completed his Ph.D. in 1993. He
worked as a judge in the Metropolitan
Ecclesiastical Court in Poznań and at the
same time he was an adjunct professor at the
Papal Faculty of Theology. For seven years
of his work in Poznań Archdioceses he was
a spiritual father in the Seminary.
At this time he began his travels to
Belarus. It was a pure coincidence, although
there are not coincidences with God, but in
1996 he went on a spiritual retreat organized
by the Oaza movement near Baranowicze.
He was conducting these holy exercises with
the help of the Sisters of Mercy from
Brześć. This was the moment in which he
saw people that were truly hungry for God.
He has seen it among his young listeners as
well as in the churches full of praying
people, who waited for priests sometimes
for decades. He knew that he must return
there. It was at this moment his missionary
vocation was born. He met members of the
Society of Christ that were working there
with him. He felt that he wanted to become
one of them. His vocation was maturing for
three years during which he returned to
Belarus and Ukraine several times. And it
happened, he became a religious priest.
After the novitiate he found himself in
Belarus. His work started in Grodno, first
helping the pastoral needs at the cathedral
parish. Later he organized Pastoral Study for
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Our Warsaw Correspondent

Under the Cross during the 50 Anniversary
of the Massacre of Katyń, his second
pilgrimage to visit “his friends” 4/22/90

On October 4 the dream of Los Angeles
Polonia came to fruition. At last there was a
Polish monument in that city!
The USC location was a perfect place for
the statue of Ignacy Jan Paderewski. The
statue is located in the courtyard of the
Thornton Music School. Paderewski
received an Honorary Doctor of Law degree
from USC in 1923. USC is also the home of
the Polish Music Center – the largest and
most extensive facility of its kind in the
United States – founded by Dr. Stefan and
Mrs. Wanda Wilk in 1982. The current
Director and Curator (since 2004) is Marek
Żebrowski and the Manager is Krysta Close.
The previous Director was Dr. Maja
Trochimczyk, preceded by Wanda Wilk. For
more information on the Center, see http//
www.usc.edu/dept/polish_music/general/
PMC_05.html

Wanda Wilk, Founder-Polish Music Center

Many members of the local Polish
community gathered in front of the statue
for this noteworthy event. It was unfortunate
that Wanda Wilk could not be there, due to
health problems. It was also unfortunate that
Clarence ―Pat‖ Paderewski, Paderewski’s
only living relative died a couple of months
ago (at age 98). His widow Genevieve was
planning to be there, but was not able.
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WAR S AW– Mon s i gn o r Zd zi sł aw
Peszkowski, one of the last survivors of
Stalin’s Katyń atrocity, passed away at the
cardiology clinic in the Warsaw suburb of
Anin on the morning of October 8th.
Following an eventful, varied and oftdramatic life, the World War II cavalryman,
post-war priest, Polonian educator and
Katyń crusader, who had long been treated
for a heart condition, finally succumbed to
the disease at the age of 89.
A Polish cavalryman during the dual NaziSoviet invasion of Poland in September
1939, he was captured by the Soviets and
sent to the Kozielsk prisoner-of-war camp
near Smolensk, Russia with some 5,000
other Polish officers. All but a handful were
murdered by the NKVD with a bullet to the
back of the head and buried in common
graves in nearby Katyń Forest. Katyń has
become the code-name for Stalin’s coldblooded annihilation of some 22,000 Polish
officers, civil servants, priests, teachers,
lawyers and others, whose leadership
potential was feared by the Kremlin.
At one point, some 200 Kozielsk prisoners
were unexpectedly ordered to pack up their
meager belongings and were moved to
another detention site. After being spared,
Peszkowski believed it was his duty to bear
witness to a truth that would be repressed
for half a century. The Russians stubbornly
insisted that the Germans had committed the
crime. After Hitler’s attack on the Soviet
Union in 1941, the Russians agreed to the
formation of a Polish army in the USSR. In
the ranks of General Władysław Anders’
Second Corps, Sergeant Peszkowski crossed
over into Persia and spent several years
caring for Polish orphans in Iraq, Pakistan
and India, where he also served as a scout
leader.
After studying for a year at England’s
Oxford University, Peszkowski felt a calling
to the priesthood and was encouraged by a
bishop to enroll in the Polish Seminary at
Orchard Lake, Michigan. He would spend
the better part of the next four decades at
that leafy lakeside campus, a repository of
Polish culture which visiting Kraków
Archbishop Karol Wojtyła (the future Pope
John Paul II) once called ―serce
Polonii‖ (―the heart of Polonia‖). After
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