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   On Saturday Sept. 15, 2007 at 1:00 pm an 

official Pennsylvania Historical and 

Museum Commission marker was unveiled 

on the northwest corner of 6th and Race 

Streets in Philadelphia, near the entrance to 

the Benjamin Franklin Bridge.  It honors the 

memory of Ralph Modjeski (Rudolf 

Modrzejewski) chief-engineer of the bridge 

which at its opening in 1926 was the longest 

suspension span in the world.  The wording 

on the marker is: 

Ralph Modjeski Historical Marker dedicated 
By: Peter Obst  

Some of the organizers gather at the foot of the plaque 

 

   A group of about 120 people gathered for 

the dedication ceremony and joined in 

singing the Polish and American national 

anthems, led by members of the Marcella 

Kochańska-Sembrich Chorus.  Deborah 

Majka, President of the Polish Heritage 

Society of Philadelphia, then presented Rev. 

Joseph J. Zingaro of St. John Cantius Parish 

who made the invocation, and Janet Klein, 

member of the Pennsylvania Historical and 

Museum Commission who spoke on behalf 

the commissioners. Mrs. Majka also 

introduced the other members of the 

Modjeski Marker Coordinating committee: 

Joseph Zazyczny, Peter Obst, Paul Bosse, 

Janusz Romański, Jean Joka, and Cynthia 

Brach. Valerie Bradford, Director of the 

Benjamin Franklin Bridge, spoke on behalf 

of the Delaware River Port Authority and all 

the bridge workers. Peter Obst, who filed 

the petition for the historical marker with 

the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission, read an official proclamation 

issued for the occasion by the Mayor of  

Philadelphia, John F. Street. Tadeusz 

Mirecki, President of the American Council 

for Polish Culture, thanked the city and state 

officials who made the dedication possible, 

the marker’s sponsors, and all those present 

for participating in the event. 

   Sponsors of the marker were the Szyszko 

brothers: Edward, Allen, Paul, John, and 

Walter, and their firm, Swift Mailing, Inc. 

based in Bensalem, PA. The duty of 

unveiling the marker fell to Allen Szyszko 

who ascended a stepladder to tear off a 

cover held in place by velcro strips. His 

actions were recorded for posterity by a 

dozen video cameras including one from 

local television station WTXF Channel 29.  

   After extensive picture taking at the 

marker, a number of individuals proceeded 

to the Holiday Inn at 4th and Arch Streets 

for the scheduled celebratory luncheon, 

while others headed toward the PII Gallery 

operated by Margaret Berczyński on Race 

Street. Coincidental to the dedication of the 

historical marker the gallery hosted a 

photograph exhibit of Modjeski’s bridges 

taken by Peter Obst. Earlier that day Consul 

General of the Polish Republic, Krzysztof 

W. Kasprzyk, toured the exhibit 

accompanied by Monika Fabijańska, 

President of the Polish Cultural Institute in 

New York. 

   Consul Kasprzyk was the first speaker 

introduced by Debbie Majka at the luncheon 

and he tendered an official greeting of the 

Polish Government to the assembled guests 

and mentioned the multiple contributions 

that Ralph Modjeski made to civil 

engineering - the Benjamin Franklin Bridge 

in Philadelphia being but one example. 

   After lunch, the Polish engineers, 

represented by Janusz Zastocki (Council of  

Polish Engineers of North America), Janusz 

Romański and Ryszard Bak (“Polonia 

Technica”) presented the Modjeski 

Committee Members with certificates of 

recognition for organizing the event. 

Christopher Menna of the American Society 

of Civil Engineers, and Michael McAtee 

from the Engineers’ Club of Philadelphia 

presented similar certificates to the Polish 

Heritage Society. Jack Pinkowski, vice-

chairman of the National Polish Center in 

Washington, D.C., used the opportunity to 

honor the Polish American String Band, 

represented by band officers Daniel (Dan) 

Misztuk and Walter Wójcik Jr., with a 

plaque and a donation, for upholding the 

ancestral heritage on which it was founded. 

   The final item on the event agenda was a 

short presentation, illustrated with slides, by 

engineer Jan Płachta of the Polish American 

Engineers Association of Chicago. Had 

there been any doubts about the breadth of 

Ralph Modjeski’s accomplishments, these 

would have been forever put to rest by this 

presentation. As guests started to make their 

way home from a most satisfying event they 

took with them copies of a journal book 

dedicated to the activities of the day. This 

attractive journal documented some of 

Ralph Modjeski’s more important 

accomplishments and allowed individuals, 

firms and organizations to place their 

information on its pages. Donations thus 

collected will be used to support the Pulaski 

Scholarship Fund of the American Council 

for Polish Culture (in which the Polish 

Heritage Society is an affiliate group). The 

scholarship fund seeks to assists scholars of 

Polish background so that they may 

continue in the tradition of excellence set by 

their countrymen who have gone before, 

among them: Ralph Modjeski, Marie 

Skłodowska-Curie and Ignacy Jan 

Paderewski.   ❒ 

Stoked!!! 
 

   The inception of a new academic year is 

always fun – new faces, same friendships, 

new subjects, old places. This year the 

beginning is more special than usual, 

though. Why? The answer is so simple. I am 

starting university which is considered to be 

a “students-freedom” era.  

   Having graduated from high school in 

May, achieved good results at Matura and 

applied to different majors, I was finally 

accepted to Law at Adam Mickiewicz 

University (AMU) in Poznań, Poland. Law 

has topped my list of majors of choice, so 

getting informed about the acceptance, I felt 

really proud of myself. Now I am really 

excited and began my freshman year on 

October, 1.  

   Law is a five-year-long Master-degree-

ended major which includes courses on the 

Polish legal system. It is more diverse than 

any other majors due to the fact that Law 

students have a wide range of choices to be 

made throughout their academic career. The 

year schedule is very flexible and it is up to 

one’s own selective abilities what he will 

study. Of course, there are a number of 

compulsory courses, but most of available 

ones are optional.  

   Doing my freshman year, I will take at 

least six courses which include 

Jurisprudence, Roman Law, Constitutional 

Law, History of Public Law, History of 

Judicial Law, and Logic. In addition to this, 

I might choose additional ones. I will surely 

take English for Lawyers and Latin, which I 

also took at Matura so it would be 

considerably easy for me. I am hoping my 

package will not be too overwhelming to 

handle in my first year since the freshman 

year is believed to be the most difficult.  

   “Students-freedom” is associated with an 

idea of having an open door. That means 

that being a student I am more self-reliant 

and independent since it is of my choice 

what I am going to study. Of course there 

are strict rules which I have to obey or else I 

will be suspended or expelled, but I can 

relate my academic path to my needs and 

goals. I, therefore, am allowed to choose 

some courses in favor of others which I 

personally think will not be of importance in 

the future. The “students-freedom” idea, 

moreover, is based on the need to 

experience the new and broaden horizons as 

much as possible. To accomplish this, a 

number of exchanges and extracurricular 

lectures are being prepared and organized.  

   I am really looking forward to 

experiencing the new. Not only will it be 

fascinating and thought-provoking, but it 

will also help me to find out what I really 

want to do professionally. Let’s hope 

university life will be full of colors!   ❒ 

Jasio “Basha” Stefan 

Snyder    
Born, July 24, 1990,  

Died September 24, 2007 

   Hundreds of people (students, parents, 

friends) arrived at Cathedral City for Jasio - 

Stefan “Basha” Snyder’s funeral on Sept. 

29, 2007. It was heartbreaking to see the 

young 17-year-old Polish American boy in a 

coffin: one who not so long ago 

energetically danced in the Polish Podhale 

Dance Group, who graduated from Saturday 

Polish School in LA,  who was part of  his 

high school football and water polo teams, 

played in a Jazz band and  more.  

   “Jasio” Snyder, with two other friends 

from his high school class, died in a car 

accident September 24,  2007on 

Morningside Road in Rancho Mirage, just 

south of Palm Springs, CA. His parents, 

Stefan and Liliana Snyder, moved from 

Woodland Hills to Rancho Mirage with their 

children about one-and-a-half years ago. 

   I wished to wake up and find that this had 

not happened; that it was just a bad 

nightmare. I wished that life would be the 

same again for Jasio, his parents, and all of 

us. I wished to see him graduate from High 

School, Class of  

2008, to see him go to college, to marry and 

have children. It was so sad to know that all 

those things listed above would not take 

place anymore. Tears covered every face of 

visitors during the viewing and the funeral. 

Flowers with Jasio’s photographs were 

spread all over the Mortuary at the Forest 

Lawn chapel and in their house. Slides were 

displaying Jasio’s short yet great full-of-

adventure life. They showed how much he 

was loved by his parents, family, and others. 

We heard Jasio’s favorite music and songs, 

and the sound of the saxophone as he liked 

to play. I remember when he was eleven and 

performed on the sax during the “Proud to 

be Polish Festival” in Los Angeles.  

   The boy who just became a man, dear to 

his beloved parents, who loved him so 

much, dear to his sister, cousins and dear to 

his friends entered eternal life so early. We 

prefer he would be with us. I would prefer to 

write about his further successes on earth, 

not about the end, and yet death is like a 

thief that comes when least expected and 

takes away what is most dear. During my 

grief I thought of how stupid and disturbing 

wars are; how they make no sense. Every 

death of a child to every parent and friend is 

the same sad story.  

   On the road at the site of the accident, I 

saw the remains of a small animal that 

probably was the cause of this tragic 

accident. The 17-year-old female driver of 

black Volkswagen Jetta probably was trying 

to save the animal crossing the road and 

drove rapidly to the left side, applied the 

brakes and hit a tree, accidentally killing 

herself and her friends; her two passengers. 

Loss of emotional control can cause death 

and all this suffering. 

   Jasio Snyder was a good friend of my son 

and my seventeen-year-old daughter. He 

was the son of our good friends who are 

always friendly and generous people. He 

was a Polish and American citizen born in 

the USA. He loved to cook, assemble 

computers and he wanted to become a 

doctor as his father is. 

   We miss Jasio dearly, and our hearts are 

united in sorrow with his family. 

   Liliana, Stefan, Misia, Maya, Wojtek and 

Lila, as you grieve Jasio’s loss, may the 

great memories with him and of him lighten 

your pain.  
 

With love,  

Jadwiga Inglis  
with family and friends.           
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