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member since the party’s beginning) and Jan
Maria Rokita (intellectual whose ego
seemed larger than himself.) I admit that,
once I saw Rokita as a clever politician, but
that all changed after his wife Nelly showed
up on the political scene. I’m for women in
politics, all right, but not at any price.
In the very crucial moment of the
campaign, she, the wife of the opposition
leader, accepted the offer of President
Kaczyński to become his adviser on
Women’s Affairs. The position that she, we
found out later, asked for months ago. That
put her husband Jan in an awkward position
and forced him to resign.
Nelly and Jan, beside their love for
politics, share a mutual love for hats. As we
can see in Nelly’s case, she wears many.
For the first several days Nelly (who is
German and speaks Polish with a heavy
Russian accent) was all over the news
talking about hubby Jasio staying at home
cooking. I wonder if during his cooking
sessions he watches his wife’s comments on
TV. Nelly is quite a character and often she
contradicts herself. She got what she always
wanted… attention!
Her temperament, however, will not keep
her quiet. PiS will use her image, as a wife
of the opponent, but within the first major
conflict, she’ll be out shopping for a new hat
to dry her tears with. Or, what if Nelly is
like a torpedo? There is a possibility that she
is Jan’s perfect plan to destroy PiS, within
itself.
For now, the President appreciated her
decision and as a token she was offered to
travel to the US, where the Kaczyński twin
and his 32 people entourage stayed 3 nights
at the Waldorf Astoria. He can stay
anywhere he wants to, but let him pick up
the tab, since he promised the army of
“Mohair berets” budget cuts and cheap
governing. Well, maybe not this time, $600
per night per rooms, a fleet of security
guards and a pop music concert, courtesy of
Polish taxpayers.
Back then, in 2005, for the younger
generation, PiS promised 3 million new
apartments. Maybe they meant apartments
in Ireland? That makes sense. It would be
much easier to send another 1.5 million
people packing rather than build those 3
million apartments back home.
In the medieval times, electoral candidates
invited their people for a feast of cabbage,
sausage and beer. Sausage was the bait.
These days the electorate demands facts.
“Impudent” (!) doctors demand higher
salaries. They too may leave for England or
Ireland. It is said that 1,200,000 Poles left
the country already. The defeat that PiS
turned into a success since the departure
lowered the unemployment rate. Sure, you
can fix it that way. Who knows? Maybe
closing the hospitals is the way to get rid of
the sick.
Last month, in Brussels, Poland was the
only country blocking the “day without
death penalty”, the barbaric practice
discontinued after the fall of communism.
The present government is for it. Must be
the image building that I don’t get!
Then, from the Left came Aleksander
Kwaśniewski’s biggest embarrassment since
the Charkov incident, when the ex-president
seemed to have problems with keeping a
straight posture, due to his drinking with the
hosting leaders. This time, at a Ukrainian
University, Kwaśniewski appeared drunk
during his speech.
To tell you the truth, neither a drunk
Kwaśniewski nor a sober Kaczyński make
any sense to me. When Jarosław Kaczyński
refused to debate with Tusk, by saying that
he wiould talk to the boss (Kwaśniewski)
instead, Tusk’s response was, since
Kaczyński is Rydzyk’s aide, he’d debate
Rydzyk. (Talking about the Devil, Cardinal
Stanisław Dziwisz officially insisted on
changing the management of Radio Maryja
and criticized Rydzyk for dividing the
nation.)
And when President Lech Kaczyński was
embracing the American Polonia of New
York and Chicago last week, Tusk visited
Polonia of the Islands.
In the United States, at the Institute of
Global Relations, Lech Kaczyński was
mistaken for ex-president Kwaśniewski,
then at a different event, for ex-president
Wałęsa (to him either one is an insult).
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Meantime, Tusk reached out to young
Polish immigrants by saying that Poland
should follow Ireland’s example. Irish
immigrants brought money from the U.S.
and invested in their country. Of course,
returning immigrants need to pay lower
taxes so “We can have Ireland at home.”
Here is the difference in logic between
those two candidates. When PiS is
suggesting that Polonia should have
representation in the Polish parliament, Tusk
called it a bad idea and here is why. During
the last elections 80,000 Poles outside the
country voted. How can one person
represent them all? Polonia is different
everywhere. How about allowing Polonia to
vote on the Internet? Make it easier for them
to register and vote online. That way each
can vote for their favorite candidate and
instead of separating us from the rest of the
nation, Polonia could vote like everybody
else. I don’t know about you, but I’m for it.
People will not vote because they have one
representative (I won’t). They will vote
because they have easy access to the
internet. Bronisław Komorowski from PO
explained that PiS does not want to use the
Internet, he is afraid of it and does not trust
it. Or does he not like it because he
cannot… have control over it?
The Polish government first refused the
presence of International Observers,
suggested by ex-Czech president Vaclav
Havel. Many rolled their eyes in disbelief
because now it’s really looking suspicious. I
guess, after a week, they came to their
senses and the observers will be present
after all.
The major problem of PiS is that they
don’t want to be for everybody, but want
one group to rule over the other. As the
result, they create more enemies and the
Prime Minister appears as someone with
dictatorial drive, something totally from the
past. To many, Kaczyński’s speeches sound
more like comrade Gomulka’s, together
with the appropriate style. Nonetheless,
people are looking for “center” and not for
one extreme or another.
Hours before the Kaczyński –
Kwaśniewski great debate (that turned out to
be a big nothing), Prof Brzeziński, during a
lecture in Gdańsk, called the present
situation in Poland “a post communist
illness.” “Today, unfortunately, the political
culture of my country is loaded with vulgar
rhetoric, and democratic political rivalry
which turns into a hateful brawl, and it is
Poland that suffers” he said.
Władysław Bartoszewski, Poland’s exforeign minister, had even harsher words to
say during his emotional speech on the
podium of the PO, he called the politicians
of PiS “dyplomatolki,” which can be
translated to “diplomat – imbecile.”
If only politicians would listen to
authorities such as Profs. Bartoszewski,
Brzeziński or Norman Davies… These days,
Davies’s younger son Krzysztof comes from
school embarrassed to be Polish.
The good thing is, our famous Polish
sense of humor does not leave us even in
such a crisis.
Last week, the text message “hide
grandma’s ID card” was passed around on
people’s cell phones. It is a well known fact
that a number of old grandmas will vote for
PiS, so if you hide her ID she won’t be able.
That project spread out so quickly that
thousands of messages are circulating now.
It reached the politicians of PiS who blamed
the PO for it. It turned out to be three young
men just desperately trying to save their
country from another mistake.
This is the government that behind the
backs of Polish farmers wants to shift the
money from agriculture to the army.
Poland’s ambition is to have a modern
army (Every provincial prime minister with
an inferiority complex must have one). This
is fine, but not when hospital after hospital
is being closed, 2,000 doctors walked out
from their jobs. Straighten up your
priorities! For now Poland owns the
“expedition army”, the military elite, but
how does Poland benefit from it?
The government, when offered money
from the EU, spent only 16%. They don’t
know how to use it. Even the Czech
Republic spent 30%. That money was to be
invested into new highways and sewage
treatment systems.
According to the PO’s program, the

money is to bring the living standards of the
country folks up to the standards of Poles
living in the city.
The EU’s money can be used to help
farmers in the transition from the owner of a
no profit farm into another business (for
example, agro-tourism is big.) Or to start
new businesses, not necessarily farm
related.
Two years have passed and no changes in
the healthcare system. Remember when PiS
won the last elections they did not care for
the Ministry of Health. The Ministry of the
Interior was what they went after. But since
that time, there were no reforms and reforms
should be a priority. Reforms and Euro
2012, because such a huge event will be
good for the economy!
Another issue besides immigration (how
to stop educated young Poles from leaving
the country), healthcare and agriculture,
should be Poland’s foreign affairs. But as
much as Minister Anna Fotyga assures us
that they are doing fabulously, she has no
proof of that. Our supposed to be great
relations with the U.S. has brought no visas
resolution, suspected criminal/businessman
Mazur is still in the U.S. The U.S. wants to
build anti-missile shield bases on Polish soil
without even a national referendum.
Kaczyński has no right to criticize
Kwaśniewski for telling the German version
of Vanity Fair to be more rigid with
Poland’s present administration. Kaczyński
is the one inviting the foreign army on
Poland’s territory.
Polish soldiers are still in Iraq, although
Sikorski claims that “Poland’s mission is
finished”, PiS still wants to keep them there.
I don’t even want to get into F-16s.
According to minister of defense
Aleksander Szczygło, the F-16s are the most
modern planes in the world. I’ll say, see
what Israeli pilots are flying and buy the
same ones, but fewer. While Poles are still
repairing their American antiques, Czechs
are already flying their brand new Grippens.
Into the campaign, but not before,
miraculously, millions of Polish money was
found to pay unhappy police forces. Too bad
the source dried out.
Thousands of medical staffers are praying
for the miracle to happen again. As we
watch a hospital in Częstochowa being
evacuated, two others are in line for closure.
Prime Minister Kaczyński held a conference
and talked about the restoration of a church
near Olsztyn. He was obviously addressing
church going voters. One day they’re going
to need that hospital unless the government
convinces them that that they are immortal.
It is possible! It is election time, and empty
promises are on the rise.
Hundreds of years ago, Jewish butchers
placed a sign “kol basar” above their shops.
In Hebrew it means, “all flesh” but also “all
humankind.”
There are no more Jewish butcher shops in
Poland but kielbasa remains. There are
many kinds on the market: wiejska,
krakowska, białostocka, myśliwska, etc., but
the most popular one among the politicians
is “kielbasa wyborcza” (electoral kielbasa.)
Careful, too much of it will make people
sick.
It is worth mentioning that film director
Andrzej Wajda criticized the government
for using his film “Katyn” (which was just
released) as a political tool in the campaign.
He wrote to the president after 130,000
soldiers were ordered to see it (now during
the campaign!) The Katyn commemoration
activities that were supposed to take place in
Spring, were moved to this coming
weekend. As a result, several actors (among
them, the famous Maja Komorowska)
resigned from reading the names of the
victims. Mr. Skapski, the president of
Federation of Katyn Families protested as
well. The families decided not to participate,
which forced the president to postpone the
event until November 11… after the
elections! ❒
__________
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discomfited “ayatollahs” developed the
reaction of restraint from any appearance of
political engagement, while some, perhaps
because of acts of persuasion carried out by
former functionaries, crossed over to the
side of “Unrelenting Progress”, thus creating
a vanguard of an “Open Church.” It so
happens that in cases of the notable
exceptions that prove the rule previously
alluded to, the more progressive the views
of a clergyman, the greater the probability
that in his past there occurred an interaction
with a coercive agency. Nothing can be
done about this; not for nothing was
Communism a totalitarian organization.
However, the “Open Church”, even
though it lives up to the expectations of
“Unrelenting Progress” and takes on the role
of a non-governmental organization sociocharitable in nature with nary a single
pretension to spiritual or moral leadership, it
is nevertheless regarded as being
contaminated with the original sin of
“backwardness” of a religious organization.
That is why the “City of Light”, pushing the
ideology of political correctness, i.e. cultural
Marxism, proclaims the slogan “WorldviewNeutral State.” That slogan, while
superficially obvious is actually misleading,
not because in its consequences it may be
unpleasant for the Church, but because it is
internally self-contradictory.
There is not and there cannot be a
“Worldview-Neutral State”; there just is no
such animal! No state, as long as it remains
one, can renounce one basic function,
namely, that of establishing laws. There
does not exist a state that does not establish
laws. Let us imagine then, that we, as a state
have to establish a penal code, and in it
define our (i.e. the State’s) position on theft.
We have two choices: either to forbid theft
under the threat of punishment, or to make it
legal, allowing all to steal from each other.
Whatever our action, we decide arbitrarily
which ethic prevails in the public domain:
be it the normal ethic, or the ethic of
thievery. And so, in deciding that in the
public domain a particular ethic prevails, we
at the same time proffer a worldview that
justifies that ethic. In so far as the ethic,
through its norms, proclaims what is good
and what is bad, as for example that theft is
bad because it is forbidden under threat of
punishment, then our worldview explains
why it is bad, why one should not steal.
Thus the state cannot remain “Worldview
Neutral”, because were it so, it could not
establish any law whatever. In other words,
the slogan “Worldview-Neutral” State taken
literally is in actuality an anti-state
postulate. From elsewhere, however, we
know that the promoters of the slogan not
only do not liquidate the state, but
strengthen its bureaucratic structures and
broaden the reach of its authority, as can be
seen vividly in the example of the European
Union. What then is really at stake? It seems
that it is truly a matter of ousting from the
public domain the Christian worldview and
replacing it with political correctness or, in
other words, with cultural Marxism. It is in
essence a struggle for the shape of
civilization, which in truth is taking place in
Poland, but also extends beyond its area. ❒
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