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many injustices and sufferings. They did not 

abandon the task which God had asked them 

to complete. Confident in God’s love and 

presence, they endured great difficulties so 

that birth could break forth and the Sisters of 

the Resurrection could be a reality. Today, 

we their daughters, continue to live with this 

vision of hope and confidence in God’s love 

and presence.   
 

Though we live in a different age, the 

same message of hope is vital.  

   Celine Chludzińska was born on October 

29, 1833 in Poland. In 1853 she married 

Joseph Borzecki. After his death in 1874 she 

left for Rome where, together with her 

daughter Hedwig, she founded the 

Congregation of the Sisters of the 

Resurrection. Mother Celine died in Cracow 

on October 26, 1913, and is presently a 

candidate for canonization. The decree 

regarding her heroic virtues was proclaimed 

on February 11, 1982.  

    Hedwig Borzecka was born on February 

1, 1863 in Poland. After the death of her 

father she accompanied her mother Celine to 

Rome, where she cooperated with her in 

founding the Congregation of the Sisters of 

the Resurrection. She died suddenly in Kety 

on September 27, 1906 at the age of forty-

three. She is presently a candidate for 

canonization, together with her mother. The 

decree regarding her heroic virtues was 

proclaimed on December 17, 1982.  
 

Today the Sisters of the Resurrection 

strive to live the spirit of their 

Foundresses.   

   The following are excerpts from their 

Decree of Heroic Virtues: “The Servant of 

God, Celine Chludzińska Borzecka, is an 

admirable example, deserving the attention 

of all the faithful, since in every state of life: 

virgin, mother of a family, widow and 

religious, she always strove towards 

Christian perfection.”  

   “Hedwig Borzecka should be numbered 

among those religious who faithfully 

followed Christ: she witnessed to this by her 

actions and the obstacles she overcame; by 

the proof of the holiness of her life.  

   She stood out by the integrity of her 

character, an unusual fervor in prayer, and a 

special devotion to the Resurrection of 

Christ.” 
 

BEATIFICATION OF MOTHER 

CELINE CHLUDZIŃSKA BORZECKA 

   Mother Celine was beatified on October 

27, 2007 at Saint John Lateran Basilica, 

Rome, Italy. 

   The miracle which qualified Mother 

Celine for this Beatification was the cure of 

a life-threatening head trauma to her great, 

great ,  great  grandson,  Andrew 

Mecherzyński-Wiktor. God performed the 

miracle, but Mother Celine is the one who 

interceded. The miracle took place shortly 

after the whole Congregation prayed a 

Novena to her for a miracle for Andrew. 

   Events for the celebration included a 

pilgrimage for 60 sisters and lay people, 

leaving from New York and Chicago, on 

October 24 for a 10-day trip to participate in 

the Beatification ceremonies and to visit 

significant Roman sites. 
 

Sisters of the Resurrection  

35 Boltwood Avenue - Castleton, NY 12033 

   To children she lovingly says, “I never 

judged my mother… she bore so many 

hardships for me and she always wanted to 

do what was right, that even if she did make 

a mistake at times, it seems to me that I 

wanted to hide the fact of such from her.” 

On another occasion she wrote: “I 

experienced so many joys in my life, loving 

most heartily my parents, my only sister and 

brother.” Although her parents were very 

wealthy, they lived simply and taught the 

children to live simply and share with 

others, especially the poor. At this time of 

her young life, Celine lived first at the 

family estate in Antovil which was then in 

White Russia, and then they moved to 

another estate, Łaskowicze, near Witebsk in 

Poland.  

   As a teenager, she frequently asked herself 

and the Lord, “What do You wish me to do 

with my life?” She was introduced to 

society and she had many suitors. However, 

Celine’s parents chose a fine and well-to-do 

young man, Joseph Borzecka, from among 

those striving for her hand, when she was 19 

years old. This caused a conflict in her heart 

because she thought God was calling her to 

be a religious sister. When she asked her 

Bishop what she should do, he told her the 

will of God for her was to obey her parents 

and marry Joseph. Their marriage took place 

in the Cathedral of Wilno, Poland, on 

November 26, 1853; Celine had just turned 

20 years old.  

   Even though their marriage was arranged, 

Joseph and Celine became a loving couple. 

After Joseph died prematurely, she would 

write: “… it is not the fear of loneliness that 

I dread … but the fear of finding myself 

alone in times of trial, without having 

someone with whom I can share my fears. 

This awakens the unrest I experience ever 

since Joseph died.”  

   Together, they enjoyed the cultural and 

social benefits of European society. Joseph 

dictated a spiritual will for his children just 

before he died, and he “set before his two 

daughters his wife as an example of 

sacrifice, total self-denial, and a person 

filled with love and affection.” They had 

four children; two died shortly after birth. 

As Celine said about the death of these 

dearest children: “These memories are very 

painful to me, but I had the comfort that 

they are much better off with God.” She 

experienced what all other mothers who lose 

a child experience – deep, heavy pain.  

   It was said of Celine that “despite the 

many joys of her life, a deep loneliness 

penetrated her heart.” So she asked the Lord 

to “Give me the happiness, Lord, to place 

myself completely in Your hands.” After 

Joseph died, she still had young daughters 

who had to be raised.  She not only parented 

them on a daily basis, but she wrote 

MEMOIRS FOR MY DAUGHTERS to be 

read by “you alone,” after her death.  She 

wanted to “shield you from the tribulations 

that I myself experience, and because your 

future is in the hands of God … I would like 

to help you with my advice.” She was a 

wonderful mother who worked very hard to 

develop the two girls’ character, personality, 

spirituality, physicality, and their talents and 

weaknesses. As a single parent, she put her 

affairs and their estate in order, took them to 

visit family, introduced them to society, 

took them on tours and trips to Venice, and 

Rome and many other Italian areas, and 

eventually settled in a rented apartment in 

Rome.  

  Mother Celine is certainly a woman for all 

seasons. For more information, please email 

mcelinecr@yahoo.com.   ❒ 

 

_________ 

   The high voter turnout was largely 

ascribed to the participation of younger 

voters, most of whom had never known the 

horrors and privations of  life under 

communist rule. The PO’s 50-year-old 

leader Donald Tusk promised to create a 

more pro-European Union, pro-globalist, 

business-friendly and allegedly more 

modern, tolerant and open-minded Poland in 

which he said “people would feel much 

better in their own country”. Those 

arguments apparently spoke to today’s less 

idealistic, more consumption-minded, 

“anything goes” generation that takes its 

cues from MTV and prefers seasonal idols, 

gimmicks and passing fads to time-tested 

principles, authorities and values.  

But PiS’ campaign tactics also contributed 

to its defeat. Many voters were turned off by 

the firebrand rhetoric of its leader, Prime 

Minister Jarosław Kaczyński, who had 

called the election a plebiscite between what 

he called “a transparent and upright Fourth 

Republic for the average Pole” and the 

corrupt post-communist elites. Those who 

opposed his party were summarily branded 

as thieves, con artists and post-communist 

sympathizers, alienating those who resented 

such labels. The announcement of scandals 

involving the opposition, including a PO 

female member of parliament suspected of 

large-scale graft, led to accusations that the 

Kaczyńskis were using government agencies 

for electioneering purposes.  

   With PiS now itself an opposition party, 

Poland’s prospects over the next four years 

are likely to develop along somewhat 

different lines than had been the case since 

2005. These developments could include 

some of the following: 

   A coalition between Tusk’s Civic Platform 

and the much smaller Polish Peasant Party 

of former prime minister Waldemar Pawlak 

would give the new government a majority 

slightly above the 231 parliamentary seats 

needed to pass legislation. President 

Kaczyński’s vetoes could be overturned 

with the required three-fifths parliamentary 

majority if the post-communist-led 

opposition group LiD joined in the vote. 

   Tusk’s government will probably be more 

docile and susceptible to pressures from the 

Brussels eurocrats than the previous PiS-led 

cabinet which staunchly defended Poland’s 

rights and interests. Fortunately, shortly 

before the elections Poland signed an EU 

treaty, granting it an advocate-general post 

in the European Court of Justice, the 

decision-delaying mechanism Warsaw had 

wanted and protection against future EU 

attempts to impose pro-abortion, pro-

homosexual, and pro-euthanasia legislation.   

   A PO-led  government will be more likely 

to pull Polish troops out of Iraq, although an 

immediate withdrawal does not seem likely. 

Although Tusk has also displayed generally 

pro-American attitudes, he has also echoed 

many Poles’ disappointment over the US 

failure to adequately recognize Poland’s role 

as America’s most loyal ally. Washington 

has not waived the visa requirement for 

Polish tourists or given Poland security 

guarantees such as the Patriot short-range 

anti-missile system Warsaw feels is 

necessary if it is to host a US anti-missile 

installation on its soil.  

   The PO victory was welcomed in Moscow 

and Berlin, since Tusk is known to be more 

accommodating than his predecessor. The 

PiS-led government had led  an assertive 

policy towards Poland’s two traditional foes. 

The two-fisted PiS leadership had stood up 

to German property claims and vetoed last 

year’s EU-Russia trade negotiations until 

Moscow lifted its embargo on Polish meat. 

The wishy-washy Tusk appears less likely to 

defend Poland’s interests and oppose a 

German-Russian pipeline being built in the 

Baltic to circumvent Poland? Signals 

coming from the Kremlin have indicated 

that Russia may lift its embargo now that a 

more “cooperative” group of politicians has 

come to power.  

   A flat 15 percent across-the-board 

personal income tax rate with a 10 percent 

level for corporations has long been PO’s 

pride and joy. That would be a boon to the 

better-to-do Poles but would impose a 

hardship on lower wage earners and 

pensioners. In line with the PO’s economic 

liberalism, more money should be left in the 

pockets of citizens so the governments could 

cut back on free medical care benefits. 
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younger generation,” Maria Osińska, 50, 

told this reporter in the small town of Babice 

near Warsaw. “I want my children to be able 

to stay in Poland and not have to emigrate.” 

None of her three sons, all university 

students in their 20s, are interested in 

carrying on the Osiński family farm, but 

voted for PO saying they planned to make 

their lives in Poland. 

   A high voter turnout was also noted 

among Polish expats in the US, some two-

thirds of them remained faithful to PiS. But 

that was insufficient to stem the landslide, to 

some extent an anti-PiS backlash. “I voted 

for the Platform because I was disappointed 

by the Kaczyńskis,” said Wanda 

Wiśniewska, 45, an accountant. An 

estimated 13 percent of those who backed 

PiS in the 2005 election this time threw their 

support behind PO. 

   Those who remained faithful to PiS 

included kindergarten teacher Maria 

Choszczyk, 60, who told this reporter  in 

downtown Warsaw: “Only PiS is serious 

about combating crime and corruption, so I 

voted for the Kaczyńskis.” PiS had 

consistently campaigned on an anti-

corruption platform, pledging to uproot the 

post-communist sleaze networks that had 

infiltrated the business community and 

public institutions since Poland officially 

dumped communism in 1989.  

   Although the Kaczyńskis twins, popularly 

known as the “Kaczory” (drakes or male 

ducks), have been viewed collectively by 

many Poles, President Lech Kaczyński was 

not affected by the recent election and is due 

to remain in office until 2010. But the 

election results appear to have undermined 

his position.  

   Another traditional aim of the Civic 

Platform have been economic reforms and 

stepped-up privatization. Unlike PiS, which 

insisted that some 100 strategic companies, 

especially in the energy field, should remain 

under state control, the PO has displayed 

few qualms about selling off what little 

remains of Poland’s national assets to 

foreign interests. If PiS had remained in 

power, it probably would have audited 

dubious past privatizations in which national 

assets were sold for nominal prices to 

foreign firms paying the highest bribes and 

other such irregularities. PO has shown little 

interest in righting such wrongs.  

   The new government will probably not do 

away with the national Remembrance 

Institute (IPN) of the centerpiece of the 

Kaczyńskis anti-corruption drive, the 

Central Anti-Corruption Bureau (CBA), but 

may well draft legislation to weaken their 

powers. This would be welcomed by both 

former communist collaborators, whom the 

IPN tracks down and exposes, and the 

business forces that owe their wealth to 

underhanded, behind-the-scenes operations 

often with the aid of former secret-police 

agents, corrupt politicians and cooperative 

media. 

   An important question that nobody at 

present can answer is how the political 

confusion of snap elections and the mid-

term changing of the guard will affect 

Poland’s plans to co-host the 2012 European 

Soccer Championships. The previous sports 

minister was fired over a corruption scandal, 

and his replacement barely got her act 

together when the snap election brought a 

new political camp to power. Even without 

the earlier elections, Warsaw was behind 

schedule in its stadium and road-building 

commitments. This would be the first time 

the Euro championships were ever held in 

Poland or neighboring Ukraine which is co-

hosting the event.  

   But all the political programs, slogans and 

campaign promises notwithstanding, their 

actual implementation is usually a 

completely different story. Even without 

imputing ill-will or insincerity to 

campaigning politicians, it is usually far 

easier to win power than to exercise it. Even 

after successfully crossing the cabinet-

forming hurdle, the necessity of grappling 

with the huge, unwieldy machinery of 

government bureaucracy is always a 

daunting task. Especially formidable is the 

human element in such as land of 

individualists as Poland, where most have 

their own idea on how things should be run 

and rarely welcome contradiction. And, in 

today’s globalized world, compounded in 

Poland’s case by increasing EU interference 

in its internal affairs, many goals will have 

to be cut back, modified or even eliminated 

to accommodate existing realities.   ❒ 
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Investment Goals and Objectives 

   Tax swapping can be a crucial tool in 

managing your investment portfolio.  As the 

financial markets and your financial goals 

and circumstances change, the investments 

in your portfolio should be adjusted 

accordingly.  Tax swaps are one way you 

can effect these adjustments. You should 

consider annual (at a minimum) portfolio 

review and maintenance as a must for 

efficient and effective investing.   

   Your Financial Advisor can work with 

you to identify possible bond or equity 

security swap opportunities in your 

portfolio.  If you would like to learn more, 

please write in care of  

News of Polonia 

Investments – Joanna Brost 

2245 E. Colorado Blvd.  104-177 

Pasadena, CA  91107   ❒ 

 

__________ 


