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Forensic Expert Will Be
Honored for Work on
Pułaski Identification

Honoring
General Pułaski

By: Edward Pinkowski

Professor Charles F. Merbs -- who proved
that General Casimir Pułaski‟s remains laid
under the Pułaski Monument in Savannah,
Georgia, from 1853 to 1996 and not at sea -will be honored in March 6 during
ceremonies on Capitol Hill to mark the
263rd anniversary of General Pułaski‟s
birth.
For the second year in a row, members of
Congress and the National Polish Center are
sponsoring a Pulaski birthday celebration.
This year it will come in the form of a
luncheon in the Rayburn House Office
Building, in Washington, D. C.
With plenty of experience in unsolved
mysteries of human bones, Dr. Merbs, who
joined the faculty of Arizona State
University in 1979 and remains professor
emeritus there, seemed a perfect fit to study
one of the biggest mysteries of the
American Revolution. General Pułaski‟s
death was like no other.
No general who died for American
independence had his story so distorted as
General Pułaski. Although records exist,
incorrect dates and places of his birth and
death are cast into print to make Pułaski‟s
heroism sound like a mystery.
The records show that Pułaski was born
March 6, 1745, in Warsaw, Poland, and died
October 15, 1779 of his war wounds on
board the Wasp, a privately owned
brigantine, tied up at the landing of
Bonaventure plantation in what is now
Savannah.
Dr. Merbs first heard about the remains in
question in March of 1996, when the City of
Savannah received funding from Edward
Pinkowski of Philadelphia, a Pułaski
historian, to identify the bones found in an
iron box under the Pułaski Monument. He
wasted no time getting involved in solving
the mystery.
Another forensic scientist, Dr. Karen
Burns of the University of Georgia, who
volunteered to do the DNA testing of the
bones, invited Dr. Merbs to do the straight
osteological part of the study. The testing
involved comparing the DNA found in the
remains with that of a living relative of
General Pułaski.
In general, Dr. Merbs wrote at the time,
DNA testing could result in a more positive
identification than straight bone testing, but
DNA testing also has its shortcomings.
As it turned out, after ten years of study,
the two anthropologists each produced their
own reports. Shortly afterward, Dr. Jack
Pinkowski, chairman of the National Polish
Center in Washington, who was present in
1996 when Dr. Merbs started his study of
the bones in a Georgia morgue, received a
copy of Dr. Merbs‟ report. Basically, he
presented the report, which up to now had
been heard only by an audience in Arizona,
to a conference in October 2007 of scholars
and students in the Pułaski Museum at
Warka, Poland. All high school students of
Warka were in the audience.
“Taken in total,” Dr. Pinkowski, said, “I
believe that this constitutes the explanation
that not only identifies the remains but
brings to light the unique life of Pulaski that
was heretofore unknown.”

WASHINGTON -- The National Polish
Center is hosting a luncheon in honor of
General Casimir Pułaski, the Polish hero of
the Revolutionary War, on March 6, the
263rd anniversary of his birth.
The celebration comes as a resolution that
would award General Pułaski honorary U.S.
citizenship (H.J. 39) is pending before the
House Judiciary Subcommittee on
Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, Border
Security, and International Law.
The Senate passed the resolution shortly
after General Pułaski‟s birthday in 2007.
The event will take place in Room B-354
of the Rayburn House Office Building in
Washington, D.C. The featured speaker will
be Joseph E. Davis, Director of Public
Affairs at the Washington office of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars.
Mr. Davis is a decorated veteran who
retired from the Air Force with the rank of
major in 2000. He served in Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait in the 1991 Gulf War, in
Somalia during Operation Restore Hope,
and in Rwanda during Operation Support
Hope.
In his current position, which he has held
since April 2004, he serves as an advocate
on veterans issues to the Congress, the
administration, and elsewhere.
The National Polish Center hosted the first
ever Capitol Hill celebration of the
anniversary of General Pulaski‟s birth on the
same date in 2007 to recognize his
enormous contribution to the success of the
American Revolution.
Honorary posthumous citizenship is a
fitting honor for General Pułaski, who gave
his life for American liberty and the
establishment of our country during the war
for our independence. Not only was General
Pułaski well respected on the battlefield by
General George Washington and the
Continental Congress, he saved General
Washington‟s life at the Battle of
Brandywine.
Born on March 6, 1745, he was the son of
a leading Polish nobleman. By 1771, when
he had to leave Poland, he was well-known
throughout Europe as a national hero and an
accomplished military officer who had
distinguished himself in military campaigns
against the Prussians, Russians, and
Austrians.
After stays in Turkey, Germany and
France, General Pułaski went to America in
1777. The Polish war veteran was
introduced to General Washington by
Benjamin Franklin, whom he met in Paris in
1776. He was named commander of
continental cavalry with the rank of
brigadier general.
Brigadier General Pułaski is credited as
the Father of the American Cavalry based
on his appointment to the Continental Army
by General Washington in 1777. On
American shores, he gained renown in the
Battles of Brandywine, Warrant‟s Tavern,
and Germantown in Pennsylvania. He
formed the Independent Corps of Light
Cavalry, a.k.a. The Pułaski Legion, a group
of freedom fighters from Europe, in 1779
and was dispatched to the Southern
Campaign under General Benjamin Lincoln
in 1779.
General Pułaski was mortally wounded
leading a cavalry charge against the British
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$5,000 ACPC Pułaski
scholarships for 2008

Janek’s
Corner

Citizens of the United States of America
of Polish ancestry, who are classified
graduate students enrolled at an accredited
university in the United States and who have
completed at least one year in advanced
studies, may apply to the American Council
for Polish Culture (ACPC) for an
opportunity to win one of the five $5,000
Pułaski Scholarships for Advanced Studies
currently offered. This scholarship program,
which was initially endowed by the Conrad
R. Walas family, is administered solely by
the American Council for Polish Culture.
$25,000 has been awarded annually under
this program since 2001.
Qualified applicants must send all of the
required documents so that they are received
on or before April 1, 2008 (faxes not
accepted). For full details as to the
requirements, please visit the ACPC website
www.polishculture@acpc.org or contact Mr.
Marion Winters, Chairman, at
mvwinters@charter.net. ❒

Janek Szczepański
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Rev. Randolph Graczyk

Growing up in Milwaukee in a Polish
family and parish didn‟t lend itself to m u c h
cross-cultural interaction for Father
Randolph Graczyk, but when he entered
seminary in 1965, and began making
summer work trips to the Northern
Cheyenne and Crow Indian reservations, he
discovered that he had a passion to learn as
much about these Native people and their
language as he could.
Graduating from the seminary in 1970, he
requested assignment to the Lodge Grass
Parish on the Crow reservation. To his
dismay, he soon discovered that he was
sidelined from many conversations because,
culturally, Crow Indians must speak the
language to one another when conversing.
But this handicap also gave him the impetus
to begin what would become his life‟s work,
to preserve the Crow language.
At that time, Wycliffe Bible translators
were just beginning to develop a Crow
alphabet and were happy; to collaborate with
Father Randolph as he formulated a plan to
learn the language.
The more he studied, the more he realized
that to really learn Crow he would have to
obtain additional training. In 1982, he
enrolled in the Linguistics Department of
the University of Chicago. One might
logically ask who in that setting would
know anything about the Crow language. As
Father Randolph explains it, "Crow belongs
to the Siouan family of Native languages,
and the linguists at the university have the
tools to analyze any language they come
across.
After earning a master‟s degree in
linguistics, Father Randolph returned to the
reservation as pastor of St. Charles Parish in
Pryor, Montana, and continued his
independent work to learn the language. He
was fortunate to be among a number of
fluent speakers who were willing to help him
with his work. But, once again, he felt he
needed more formal training to enhance his
linguistic skills.
In the late eighties he returned to Chicago
and completed his Ph.D. in 1991. Armed
with his degree, he returned to Pryor and
resolved to produce materials that would
preserve the language, which was beginning
to suffer a decline, especially among young
people.

Rev. Randolph Graczyk to page 15

Adam Mickiewicz U.
Poznań, Poland
janek.szczepanski@gmail.com

Polish movie makers’
accomplishments
It seems that since the inception of the
Polish Film School, an informal group of
Polish film directors and screenplay writers
who were active between 1955 and
approximately 1963, was the foundation of
the development of the modern movie
making art in Poland. Although Polish
movies are not that well-known around the
globe, I think it is of utmost importance to
tell the American public about some of the
Polish movie makers‟ accomplishments,
including the latest film entitled “Katyñ,”
directed by Andrzej Wajda, which is being
recognized by The Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences (a probable
nominee to the Academy Award for Best
Foreign Language Film.)
The noble members of the Polish Film
School include the aforementioned Wajda,
Andrzej Munk, who, in my opinion, stands
out from the rest, Jerzy Kawalerowicz,
Wojciech Has and Taduesz Konwicki.
This artistic movement started to flourish
after the installation of a less Sovietcontrolled government in Poland in 1956,
which was in part the result of the massive
protest in Poznań‟s Cegielski Factories,
commonly known as Poznań June „56 –
“Poznański Czerwiec ’56.” Nevertheless, the
censorship remained harsh, and directors
had to use a lot of metaphors to mislead the
censors which resulted in quite ambiguous
narratives. Due to the censorship, too,
directors chose to realistically portray the
history of II World War on Polish land,
especially Home Army actions, and the
tragedies at the concentration camps rather
than the current life of that time.
To my mind, Munk was the most
innovative director of that group. In his
“Eroica” (known also as “Heroism”), a set
of two novels, he intelligently portrayed the
Polish idea of heroism. In his never
personally ended movie “Passenger,” which,
in my opinion, is his most important work,
he embarked on the oppressor-victim
problem that was so apparent in Poland in
20th century. To shoot parts of “Passenger”
in the original surroundings, Munk entered
the Auschwitz concentration camp, now
recognized as “Auschwitz - Birkenau
German Nazi Concentration and
Extermination Camp (1940-1945).” Sadly to
say, this great artist died in a car accident
during the shooting process (“Passenger”
was finished by Witold Lisiewicz.)
Andrzej Wajda, an Academy Honorary
Award Winner in 2000, has been one of the
founders of the group, directing “A
Generation” in 1955, alongside Munk. He is
believed to be the influential cinema
personality in Central Europe thanks to his
“sensitive and uncompromising chronicles
of his country‟s political and social
evolution.” It seems Wajda himself is a
landmark nowadays. For me his greatest
movies include “Ashes and Diamonds,”
“Man of Marble,” “Korczak,” and his latest
production “Katyń,” which is quite a
personal story since Wajda‟s father is said to
be a victim in the Katyń massacre.
Despite a tragic story, the plot of Katyń is
based on the soldiers‟ families, mainly their
female relatives. It strikingly shows the
misconceptions and false statements that
were brought to the Polish and international
public throughout the years of Social
Realism. It provides also documentary
evidence (awful but real, short movies built
in the main narrative) that pinpoints lies and
truths. Despite the fact that the movie is
based on historic matters, I am happy that
my generation has not gotten bored with it,
as the movie was well-attended by a great
number of high school and university
students. Educating the younger generation
seems to be a vital issue nowadays, which
Wajda happens to support. He expressed his
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