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Memorial at Sea 
 

   Henry (Hank) P. Si³ka, an avid maritime 

historian, died April 15, 2008 at the age of 

76. The cause of death was due to 

complications of a recent heart attack.  

   Henry was born August 10, 1931 in 

Brooklyn, New York. He became enchanted 

with the sea as a child while observing the 

activities of the busy waterfront of Brooklyn 

as well as the greater New York Harbor 

region.  

   Henry joined the United States Army in 

1949 and completed Ranger Training at Fort 

Benning Georgia in 1951 before being 

deployed to Korea for 6 months. He attained 

the rank of sergeant and was honorably 

discharged in 1952.  

   After spending several years in Southeast 

Asia and Japan working as a foreign press 

correspondent, Henry settled in Los Angeles 

and married Patricia Sampson in December 

1959. They had one son, Paul Andrew Siłka, 

and were divorced in 1966. After a series of 

entrepreneurial endeavors, Henry joined 

Ralph M. Parsons Corporation where he 

worked as a Technical Editor for nearly 20 

years. 

   Upon retiring from Parsons, Henry 

became a dedicated maritime historian, 

authoring or contributing to several 

scholarly pieces with special focus on t U.S. 

Navy sailing (pre-Civil War), West Coast 

maritime commerce and 19th century 

shipbuilders of Brooklyn. In 1984 he 

authored San Pedro - A Pictorial History in 

collaboration with the San Pedro Bay 

Historical Society.  

   He was active in several maritime 

organizations including the Los Angeles 

Maritime Museum where he served on the 

Foundation’s Board of Trustees and was an 

honorary member and past president of the 

Research Society. He was also a founding 

member of the Coastal Maritime 

Archaeology Resources organization, 

Central Coast Maritime Museum 

Association, and member of Portside New 

York.  

   Henry’s scholarly contributions were 

recognized by the Huntington Library in San 

Marino where he conducted research for his 

work on Brooklyn shipbuilders and helped 

to mentor many colleagues engaged in 

maritime studies. His most recent published 

works include Shipbuilding and the Nascent 

Community of Greenpoint, New York, 1850

-1855, The Northern Mariner, and with co-

author Marifrances Trivelli, Greenport: At 

Opposite Ends of Long Island,, The 

American Neptune. 

   In recent years Henry pursued his family’s 

roots traveling to Poland to be united with 

family members. He was so moved by the 

experience he worked diligently at learning 

the Polish language and became an active 

member of the Polish American Historical 

Association and the Polish American 

Congress. 

   He is survived by his brother Raymond 

Siłka of Manhasset, New York; sisters 

Stephanie Murray of Amityville, New York; 

Anne Knox of Sylmar, California; Joan 

Zimmerman of Fairplay, Colorado; as well 

as his son and daughter-in-law, Alicia, and 

granddaughters, Ana, Mara, and Ellen of 

Pacific Palisades.  

__________ 
 

   On Mother’s Day, May 11, 2008 Henry P. 

Siłka made his final journey into the Pacific 

Ocean aboard the Brigantine Exy Johnson. 

Accompanying him were his family and 

friends. One of the fire boats guided the Exy 

Johnson out of Los Angeles harbor. The fire 
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boats saluted Henry with a shower of water 

from its spouts as he left the harbor. When 

the Exy reached Point Fermin, the 

celebration continued with a few relatives 

and friends that were not able to board the 

ship and observed from ashore. Aboard the 

sailing ship, eulogies were said, songs were 

sung, Negra Modelo, Henry’s favorite beer 

was used to toast Henry as a basket with his 

ashes surrounded with flowers was lowered 

into the ocean. Each member aboard also 

tossed a flower into the water. As Henry’s 

ashes sank and the flowers floated away, 

there was a cannon salute. 

   After the services at sea, Richard and 

Karen Wideryński and Grace Małolepszy  of 

the Polish American Congress joined the 

group at Simon’s Restaurant. Henry Siłka 

will be greatly missed by members of the 

Polish American Congress.  
 

Grace Małolepsza, 

PAC Historian 
 

   Henry Siłka joined the Polish American 

Congress (PAC) in 2006 and was a very 

good member. Henry was a hard working 

volunteer who dedicated his efforts in the 

best interests of Polonia. At the time of his 

death, Henry was working very hard on a 

project which had the potential to be of help 

to many organizations in our local Polonia. 

Henry impressed us all with his reports of 

what he did and dedicated himself to 

making sure that positive results would be 

achieved.  

   We were shocked and saddened at the 

news of his death… Thy Kingdom come, 

Thy will be done… God bless you Henry!!! 
 

Respectfully, 

Marty Cepielik, President  

PAC of SoCal   ❒ 

 

__________ 

Pastimes of Poles  
 

   Although Poles have become quite          

pre-occupied with their every day lives, 

focusing on their daily routines and jobs, it 

seems they have not been deprived of the 

inborn tendency to party wildly. The 

wildness has been softened, though, but this 

happens to be a positive result of the 

changes that were brought to the Polish 

mentality after the fall of the communist era. 

Cinema has greatly impacted Poles. It has 

become one of the top fun destinations on 

weekends and I personally consider it 

heartening. People are willing to go out and 

have fun in public places; not just hide in 

their backyards or small flats that they have 

been living in their whole life. The influence 

of the movies is so great that it has become  

a target for schools which decide to organize  

classes inside cinemas to familiarize its 

students with modern technologies and the 

most important Polish and international 

films that were recently produced. The list 

of “important” movies includes the 

historical and based-on-novels films, but it 

does not mean that those more 

commercialized are not seen also.  

   There is a young-viewer movie festival 

called “Ale Kino” that is being organized 

every year in Poznań which focuses on the 

aspects of life that might be of the pupils’ 

interests. It is targeted at young people who 

are about to step into maturity. Recently, the 

festival has drawn quite an audience though 

it is not one of the well-reviewed cultural 

events in the country.  

Theater has always been of interests to 

Poles. Its significance has never been 

compromised and is perceived as the source 

of fresh thinking and the remedy for narrow-

mindedness. Theaters have been deprived of 

their status as institutions for the more 

sublime audiences. They have been lavishly 

modernized and their repertoire is now 

adapted to various groups of potential 

attendees. I had a chance to go to the theater 

recently. It was filled with students aged 13-

19 brought there by their schools. The 

performance was not that intellectually 

advanced, but it managed to draw 

youngsters’ attention to vital aspects of their 

future lives, e.g. getting a job, living in a 

relationship, realization of their dreams, and 

being sensible about their actions. Opera 

Houses are still a rarity for those who go, 

even if they just do it for the sake of being 

seen in  public… Quite pathetic actually, but 

this is how Operas are influencing its 

audiences, it seems. 

TV has not been neglected by Poles. The 

abundance of TV channels that Poles have 

been exposed to makes it unimaginable that 

Polish people can avoid switching on their 

TV in order to find fun in this “box.” The 

live broadcasts of football matches, tennis 

plays and other sports have obviously 

attracted men who choose to sit for long 

hours with a few friends to get excited about 

the results of such games. Women, I think, 

choose more delicate programs which 

include “How to…” themed programs and 

fashion-oriented guides and romantic 

comedies which happen to be the favorite 

movie category of recent times.   

   Last but PROBABLY not least is sports. I 

get the impression that Poles turn their 

backs on any kind of sports. If we mean 

“any kind of moving” as sport then it is 

nearly apparent that Poles are not big 

enthusiasts of such activities. Of course the 

generalization that is being posed here might 

seem biased, but at least it gives an idea of 

how people living in Poland have changed 

their minds when the conditions of their 

lives have been improved. They do not seem 

to be really concerned about what the lack 

of athleticism can lead to…  

   Let’s hope that Poles learn their lesson and 

start returning back to appreciating the arts 

and sports. We all need to have fun, but 

does it need to influence our mental and 

physical condition negatively?   ❒ 

L. - Andy and Elka Kozłowski on the slopes 

with CG Paulina Kapuścińska (14) 

   About a month ago I saw a poster at our 

Polish church in Los Angeles advertising the 

10 th Annual Polonia Alpine Ski 

Championships to be held in Winter Park, 

Colorado. I asked my wife Elka if she would 

you like to go to Colorado this year for three 

days of skiing. Of course I knew what the 

answer would be. My wife is an avid skier 

and does not need to be asked twice. Our 

five children ski, but none of them are as 

passionate about skiing as we are. 

   Twenty years ago we belonged to the 

Hughes Aircraft Company’s Ski Club and  

raced at a club level. We haven’t done 

anything like that since, but I always wanted 

to do it again. This year I was planning to go 

to Szczyrk, Poland for the Polonia Winter 

Olympics which is held every two years. 

Unfortunately, with poor snow in Szczyrk 

and job related problems conspiring against 

my going, I had to cancel!  

   However, we have continued to ski every 

year without exception and have skied all 

over the US, as well as Switzerland and 

Austria. We had not skied at Winter Park 

before, although we have skied at many 

resorts in Colorado, including Aspen, Vail 

and Copper Mountain.  

   The Championships were organized by the 

Tatry Ski Club of Chicago, Illinois and were 

sponsored by a number of Polish American 

businesses in Chicago and LOT Polish 

Airlines. The trophies were sponsored by 

Consul General Paulina Kapuścińska of Los 

Angeles. Consul Paulina is a terrific skier, 

hence she did not require a lot of convincing 

to agree to sponsor this event.  

   It started snowing lightly as we came to 

Winter Park on Tuesday. Lodging for the 

championships was in Winter Park Lodge, 

just across the highway from the main 

village complex. We had a fantastic view of 

the entire mountain from our window, 

including the race course. Tatry Ski Club 

arranged a great deal with the lodge, our 

rooms were relatively inexpensive. Granted 

it was late in the season, but with the fresh 

snow and temperature in the 30’s it felt like 

the middle of winter and the conditions 

could not have been better.  

   Tatry was founded in 1973 by about 25 

avid skiers and has grown to around 300. 

Most of the members are Górale 

(mountaineers) from the Zakopane area in 

Southern Poland. That explains at least 

partially why they are such good skiers.  

   The entire event was very well organized 

with a high degree of professionalism. This 

was the 10th time this club has organized this 

event and everything was first rate. Winter 

Park is a huge mountain of 3000 vertical 

feet and 25 lifts. Most of the runs are longer 

than those at California’s Mammoth 

Mountain and the snow was superb. The 

mountain has a giant slalom and another 

slalom where we could practice as much as 

we wanted. Wednesday was a practice day. 

Elka and I took a couple of runs, then went 

to ski the rest of the mountain. We didn’t 

want to practice too  much on the first day 

and get tired. In the evening we drove a 

couple of miles to Winter Park village for 

dinner but found most of the restaurants 

close at 9:00 because it was late in the 

season. However, we did find a local pub 

that served very good food. 
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The Polish Institute of 

Arts and Sciences of 

America “PIASA” 
66th Annual Meeting in Historic 

Philadelphia  June 13th and 14th 
 

   Dr. Thaddeus V. Gromada, is pleased to 

announce that the 66th Annual Meeting of 

the Polish Institute of Arts & Sciences of 

America (PIASA) will be held on Friday, 

June 13, and Saturday, June 14, 2008. The 

meeting will take place at the Holiday Inn 

Historic Philadelphia, 4th and Arch Street, 

in the “Nation’s Most Historic Square 

Mile.” This two day multi-disciplinary 

conference on Polish and Polish American 

studies is being organized in cooperation 

with the Polish American Cultural Center in 

Philadelphia. The Philadelphia area 

committee representatives include Michael 

Blichasz and Richard Klimek of the Polish 

American Cultural Center Museum, who 

will work closely with representatives of 

PIASA to organize a very successful and 

enjoyable meeting in historic Philadelphia. 

Participation in the conference is not limited 

to members of PIASA; all persons interested 

in the intellectual and cultural heritage of 

Poland and Polonia are invited to attend.  
 

Holiday Inn Historic Philadelphia 

400 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA   
 

   PIASA has reserved a block of rooms at 

the Holiday Inn Historic Philadelphia, at a 

special group rate of $149 per room. To 

make a reservation, call the reservations 

department at 1-800-843-2355 and identify 

yourself as a participant of the Polish 

Institute’s Annual meeting. The group code 

is PAC (Polish American Center). 

Reservations must be made by May 12, 

2008. On Saturday evening, a banquet will 

take place in the Grand Ballroom. Further 

information is posted on PIASA’s website at 

www.piasa.org and will be available by 

emailing tgromada@mindspring.com. 
 

Philadelphia Area Points of Interest: 

Map of Historic Philadelphia & Waterfront  

Polish American Cultural Center Museum  

Bus Tours of Historic Philadelphia  

The National Constitution Center  

The National Shrine of Our Lady of 

Czestochowa  

Bus Groups Wellcome at the Polish 

American Cultural Center Museum   ❒ 
 

__________ 
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