News of Polonia Pasadena, California May 2008
Film Festival from 1
The Festival grows each year. Last year films
were shown in one theater… this year the films
were screened in the Laemmle’s Theaters in
Hollywood, the Spielberg Theater in
Hollywood, the Los Angeles Harbor Film
Festival, the James Bridges Theater on the
campus of UCLA, the Regency Theater in
South Coast Plaza - Orange County, and the
Opening Night Gala which was held at the
Director’s Guild of America Theater Complex.
The most popular was film Andrzej Wajda’s
film “Katyń” which showed the invasion of
Poland by Germany and the Soviet Union. The
story concentrates on the murder of Polish
officers by the Soviets, who blamed the
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Germans for the crime. It showed the continued
Robert Forster officially opened the
Polish Film Festival
Soviet terror in Poland after World War II and
defiance of the truth by the communist
government. The Polish government was
formed by Stalin with the cooperation of Polish
communists under the control of Soviet security
forces KGB whose goal was to rob and destroy
Poland.
Screenings of “Katyń” by Andrzej Wajda
were sold out at the Laemmle Theater. The
movie’s wonderful Polish actress Danuta Stenka
and actor Artur Żmijewski were available for a
question and answer session with the audience
regarding the film. The movie was also sold out
at the Regency Theater in Orange County and
Danuta Stenka was very gracious and
participated in a question and answer session
with the audience.
Jurors Theodore Bikel, Mark R. Harris,
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Bernard Hiller, Ron Masak and David S. Ward Actress Anna Gzyra of “Tomorrow We’re
awarded the 2008 Hollywood Eagle Award to
Going to the Movies”
Michał Kwieciński’s film “Tomorrow we’re accepting the Hollywood Eagle Award (in
Going to the Movies” (Jutro idziemy do kina), a
behalf of fellow actors, the director and
film which is a moving story of everyday life,
producer of the film)
love, friendships of young people just before
from juror, actor Ron Masak
World War II.
Jurors Elaina Archer, Betsy A. McLane, and Snadra
Ruch awarded the 2008 Hollywood Eagle Documentary
Award to “The Eagle Pharmacy” (Apteka Pod Orłem) by
Krzysztof Miklaszewski. The movie is about a pharmacy
inside of the Krakow Ghetto owned by Tadeusz
Pankiewicz who proved to be a true protector and
rescuer of the Jews. His pharmacy become an oasis of
survival for dozens of Jews and their eventual escape to
freedom.
Jurors Benjamin Cinelli, Bill Diaz, Maks Naporowski
awarded Hollywood Eagle Animation Award to “Ark”
by Grzegorz Jonkajtys.
“The Ingrate” by Krystoff Przykucki won the
Laboratorium Award for the best Indie film.
Th e “ V ar s o vi an ” ( W ar s z a w i an k a) w i t h
cinematography by Weronika Bilska won the Kodak
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Award for best etude from a Polish Film School.
Danuta Szaflarska - “Time to Die”
Polish Consul General in Los Angeles Madam Paulina
Kapuścińska presented The Amicus Poloniae Award and
Jacek Bromski presented the Silver Medal – “Gloria
Artis” to Yola Czaderska-Hayek during the Festival’s
Gala for her ongoing participation in promoting Polish
Films in Hollywood.
After the presentation of awards, the 9th Festival of
Polish Films Los Angeles was officially opened by
Actor Robert Forster.
The Festival in Los Angeles represented a wonderful
promotion of Polish cinematography. The attendance
proves the popularity of such movies as “Lejdies” by
Tomasz Konecki, “Time To Die” (Pora umierać) by
Dorota Kędzierzawska and “Expecting Love” by Łukasz
Karwowski.
Jadwiga Inglis
Director Dorota Kędzierzawska and actresses Danuta
Danuta Stenka i Artur Żmijewski
Szaflarska and Danuta Stenka participated in discussions
“Katyń”
with members of the Helena Modrzejewska Polish
Cultural Club of Los Angeles.
The Polish Film Festival Los Angeles is organized by
Władek Juszkiewicz and the Polish American Film
Society with the sponsorship of the Polish Film Institute,
Polish Filmmakers Association, Polish Television, City
of Warsaw, Kodak, Polam, Andrzej Dobrzyński, City
and County of Los Angeles, Polish Consulate, Polka
Deli, Kościuszko Foundation, Polish Center of Los
Angeles, Polish National Alliance, Kröl Vodka, Bison
Grass Vodka and others. ❒
__________
Jacek Nowaczyński

Jolanta Czarderska-Hayek
Awards recipient

The News of Polonia
welcomes articles about your
Polish organization

Heart of Camden (N.J.)
helps playwright realize
his dream for the city

R. - Joe Paprzycki with his support group

Standing in the dust
of my Grandfather’s shoes
An incredible thing happened this
morning. On a beautiful spring morning in
April, about one hundred and fifty people
came to a hole in the ground in the middle
of Camden, N.J. to celebrate. Yes…this hole,
now filled with bricks, stones and broken
sewer pipes would soon be known as the
Waterfront South Theatre. People from all
backgrounds, races and religions came as
the ground was blessed, speeches were
made, and all watched as the ghosts of the
past returned to celebrate with the youth of
the future as a new” temple of inspiration”
was born.
I went to wipe the dust off of my shoes
after the ceremony only to pause for a
second……and then change my mind. This
dust was my grandfather’s dust….these
rocks were his rocks. All of us should
always be proud to walk in our
Grandparent’s shoes wherever those shoes
collected the dust of their lives.
An
April
20
article
on
courierpostonline.com article… Joseph
Paprzycki remembers sitting on a stool in
his grandparents' bar in Camden when he
was a kid. Next year, an audience will be
sitting in seats -- not bar stools -- when the
Waterfront South Theatre opens at 4th and
Jasper streets, where his grandparents
operated their bar for 50 years.
Groundbreaking takes place Friday at 10
a.m. If the project stays on course, “Last
Rites” -- the first play Paprzycki wrote -will inaugurate the new theater in the fall of
2009. “Last Rites,” in case you're
wondering, is set in the bar the playwright
remembers from his youth.
“How many people can say they are part
of the play when they’re watching a play?”
asks Paprzycki, who lives in Gloucester
City. Papryzycki’s goal from the start was to
involve an audience in the drama from the
time he founded the South Camden Theatre
Company three years ago.
Paprzycki calls the South Camden Theatre
Company “a drama-based company” and
adds, “We produce original and classic
theater works that have something to say,
plays that make you feel.”
Two weeks after the groundbreaking, the
South Camden Theatre Company opens
“The Old Settler.” John Henry Redwood’s
gentle comedy addresses the issue of blackon-black prejudice in Harlem in the 1940s.
Directed by Theresa Devine Banford, the
play runs through May 18. “This is the first
all-black work we’ve done,” explains
Paprzycki. “It’s a beautifully written, funny
and wonderful play about two sisters who
rent a room to a handsome man who arrives
in Harlem from the Deep South.”
Performances of “The Old Settler” take
place in the theater space in the basement of
Sacred Heart Church. The South Camden
Theatre Company has found a welcome
home in the church at Broadway and Ferry
Avenue, but Paprzycki has dreamed for
years of moving across the street to the
corner where his grandparents' bar stood.
He divides most days into two parts. In the
morning, he takes educational programs for
the Red Cross to high schools in the
Delaware Valley. After a nap, he spends the
rest of his day writing plays and running the
South Camden Theatre Company.
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Somehow, he also finds time to teach theater
courses as an adjunct faculty member of
Temple University, LaSalle University and
Rosemont College.
He credits the Dominica Foundation and
the Heart of Camden for their help in
making the new theater possible. The Heart
of Camden, a non-profit redevelopment
organization, acquired the three properties
that will be transformed into the Waterfront
South Theatre. It took several years to
acquire the three structures and win
approval for the new theater from the city’s
zoning board.
The bar – Walt’s Cafe -- was recently torn
down by Franchi Demolition after Paprzycki
discovered leaks in the roof had damaged
the building’s frame. Ignarri-Lummis
Architects has designed a three-story
structure with a theater on the first floor and
rehearsal space on the third.
During the first season in their new home,
the South Camden Theatre Company will
produce three shows that run for three or
four weekends.
Paprzycki also hopes to introduce a
children’s theater series. The theater will be
available for rental and use by Camden
schools and civic organizations.
The Domenica Foundation was created by
Pepe Piperno of Cherry Hill, who grew up
in Camden near the new theater. Like
Paprzycki, he wants to see his old
neighborhood restored.
“This was an incredible neighborhood to
grow up in,” recalls Paprzycki. “Now a lot
of homegrown people like Pepe and me are
coming back to roost.”
“I believe in the point of light theory,” he
comments. “Sacred Heart Church is a major
point of light in the Waterfront South
district of Camden. If you put other lights in
here, they will all connect and light up
Camden.”
Joseph M. Paprzycki is the author of 40
plays and 4 screenplays including “Last
Rites”, produced in New York City and
Camden “Tennessee’s Final Curtain”
produced in New York City in 2000 and
“Understudies”, produced in Philadelphia
in 1997. Fourteen of his one-act plays have
been produced in New York City and
Philadelphia. Paprzycki teaches playwriting
at Temple University, LaSalle University
and Rosemont College. Contact Joe at joep
@ southcamdentheatre.org ❒

__________

Jean Carter
Income Tax Preparation
Licensed Since 1976
Personal and Business Tax
Preparation and Planning

9498 Holly Lane
Glen Ivy, CA 92883

(951) 277-4294
Mówimy Po Polsku

Arizona
New homes from

$180,000.00
With small down
payments

√ Free Consultations
√ Free services for buyers
√ We’ll help you find the best
Available loan for your budget

Stan Żarkowski
Realtor
Office (623) 298-2404
Cell (623) 512-7336

