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Pułaski Scholarships
awarded – 2008
By: Marion V. Winters
Five winners of the eighth annual $5,000
Brig. Gen. Casimir Pułaski Scholarships for
Advanced Studies were announced recently
by Mr. Marion V. Winters, MA, Committee
Chairman, American Council for Polish
Culture (ACPC). Serving with Mr. Winters
on the Committee are: Mrs. Anna-Mae
Maglaty, MSED; Mrs. Deborah M. Majka,
MS; Mrs. Carolyn Meleski, MS; and Mr.
Peter Obst, MA. The Committee found that
the exceptional number of applications from
very bright students of Polish heritage
across the United States made the selection
process very challenging. Mr. Winters
pointed out that “All of the applicants
deserve recognition for their scholastic
achievements as well as their strong spirits
of volunteerism to help others and rich
service contributions to society.”
The Committee awarded $5,000
scholarships to each of the following
students:

1. Katarzyna Bugaj of Bloomington, IN is
a PhD candidate in Music Education and
Doctor of Musical Arts, viola performance
at Indiana University (IU). Her academic
goals include translating Tadeusz Wroński’s
“Techniki gry skrzypcowej” (Techniques of
violin playing) as part of her doctoral
dissertation and translation certificate.
Starting this fall, she will be in charge of
teaching violin to 70 first-graders at an atRisk Elementary School, a project
spearheaded by the Jacobs School of Music
and involving other IU departments. It will
be closely monitored and data collected as it
is part of her doctoral dissertation. Kasia
feels that her most important contribution to
Polish culture is a family project started a
few years ago. Stemming from an annual
series of Christmas Carol concerts in Grand
Rapids, MI, their first CD “Lulajże Jezuniu
and other Gems of Polish Carols” was
released in 2004. Its sequel, “Oj maluśki,
maluśki and More Gems of Polish Carols”
was produced last year. Both CDs have
proved to be very popular with the Polonia
community (for more info, see
www.polishcarols.com). This extremely
busy young lady was appointed in 2007 as
the orchestra manager for the Indiana U
Jacobs School of Music orchestral program
in which she oversees 5 orchestras, hires and
coordinates 5 setup crews, etc. and that
same year was invited to join the faculty of
Valparaiso U. as adjunct professor of violin
and viola where she has a studio of ten
students.
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2. Marek R. Dojs of Denton, TX is a
Masters of Fine Arts candidate at the
University of North Texas. His initial taste
of working in the documentary production
world occurred when he was accepted to the
Institute for Historical
Documentary
Production at George Washington Univ. in
Washington DC. He did very well in the
program and it fueled his desire to do more
work in the field, but fate ordained
otherwise for a time. Returning to Houston,
he was offered and accepted a job as youth
minister at his church. For the next six years
he worked with close to 300 high school
students on a weekly basis and continued to
utilize his skills in production to create
videos for entertainment, education and
reflection. Under his direction, the Life Teen
Music Ministry at St. Mark Catholic Church
has flourished and church members have
come to have a greater appreciation of
Polish heritage and customs. Seriously
considering teaching film at that point, he
opted to work towards the MFA degree at
the Univ. of North Texas. Here he has
served as a Teaching/Research Assistant and
also as the Graduate Dept. Asst. In 2007, he
produced two documentary films and this
year has 3 documentary Marek’s Major
Professor is working closely with him as he
continues research and begins production on
the documentary Siberian Crosses, based on
his family’s personal experiences. Upon
graduation next year, Marek will seek a
position teaching film/digital video
production at an institute of higher learning
while continuing to work on his own film
projects.

3. Michał Uchymiak is a PhD candidate in
Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering at
the University of California (UCLA), Los
Angeles, CA. For the past four years he has
been serving as a full time Research Asst. at
UCLA in the Dept. of Chemical &
Biomolecular Engr. His paper on a
“Detector
for
Mineral
Scale
Characterization and Early Detection” was
published last year in the Journal of
Membrane Science. Michal’s graduate
research activities involve the design and
construction of a transparent reverse
osmosis cell for direct observation of
surface crystallization of mineral salt
crystals and also the model scale formation
on reverse osmosis membranes during
desalination process. Michal had emigrated
to the US from Poland in 1994 and entered
high school as a sophomore. Eight years
later he had earned a Bachelor’s degree in
Chemical Engr. at the Univ. of Florida
where as a freshman he formed a student’s
Polish Club single-handedly. Before
entering UCLA, Michał worked for a few
months as a Defect Engineer for Advance
Micro Devices in Texas. After only three
weeks at that job, he and a friend searched
out Polish students at the University of
Texas and several months later an official
Polish Club was created at the university.
The year he started graduate study he was
involved in the official establishment of a

Polish Club at UCLA! Upon receiving his
PhD, Michal plans to work for a year at a
desalination company and after gaining
some experience will try to establish his
own firm. He has, in fact, applied for a
patent in this area. A Professor Emeritus at
UCLA describes Michał “…as one of the
brightest and most capable students that I
have worked with over a long career in
teaching and research.” The professor adds
that Michał was on a six week assignment
recently in Israel where he was charged with
the responsibility of installing his invention,
a scale detection device in a reverse osmosis
desalination plant presently operating in the
Negev desert. In the professor’s judgment,
Michał will contribute significantly to the
vital areas of water science and technology.

4. Iga N. Węgorzewska is in a MD/PhD
program at Washington University in St.
Louis, MO. Upon receiving her BS degree
with a Major in Biology and Minor in
Psychology, Pre-med, Magna cum laude,
she won one of the eleven prestigious
Churchill Scholarships awarded nationally
for her Masters degree in Biological
Sciences from Churchill College at
Cambridge Univ. in England. The
Committee was highly impressed with the
lengthy list of her experiences as a Student
Researcher, Teaching Assistant and
volunteer in leading roles with various
university and community groups
throughout the years spent at university
levels. During her pre-clinical training, Iga
served as a volunteer and organizer for the
Saturday Neighborhood Free Clinic, which
is run by students for the uninsured in St.
Louis. There she was able to apply her
medical knowledge in order to help the
uninsured and disadvantaged. She is also
helping with the recruiting and organization
of a weeklong summer camp for children
with Muscular Dystrophy. A professor of
Pathology, Neurology and Internal Medicine
at Washington University believes that her
proposal for a series of experiments to
understand the mechanism by which
mutations in the gene GDAP1 cause
inherited peripheral neuropathy in humans is
“outstanding… addresses the underserved
area of peripheral nerve research… and will
form a basis for future therapeutics
development.”

5. Maciek Wojdakowski earned his Master
of Arts degree in International Relations &
International Economics this spring at the
Nitze School of Advanced International
Studies (SAIS) at Johns Hopkins University,
Washington, DC. His ambitious career goal
is to use his familiarity with Poland (and
Eastern/Central Europe in general) and the
United States to help improve standards,
best practices, governance, and private
enterprise in Europe’s emerging market
economies. Maciek’s academic experiences
have taken him abroad starting with
elementary school when he spent the
seventh grade in Poland where he perfected
his Polish language and learned about the
country’s history and culture. In high
school, he was chosen by Andover
Academy for a year of study in France.
During his undergraduate work at Bowdoin
College he spent his junior year studying in
Bologna, Italy. After earning his BA in
International Relations & Romance
Languages at Bowdoin, he worked for
nearly a year as a paralegal for a law firm in
Portland, ME. In the following year Maciek
worked for over 6 months as an assistant in
the International Relations Dept. of the
Office of Warsaw’s Mayor Lech Kaczyński.
Here his experiences included collaborating
with the US Embassy in organizing Chicago
Mayor Richard Daley’s visit to Warsaw;
organizing, as part of a team, a conference
“Responsible Capitalism: Let’s Make it
Work” and co-managing a $100,000 budget;
organizing and providing logistical support
for foreign visits by Warsaw officials; and
prioritizing his department’s business
around the Mayor’s successful presidential
election campaign schedule; and following
the elections, preparing a brief for President
Kaczyński’s use during his first official visit
to the U.S. Maciek’s close involvement with
the Polonia community included serving as
an altar boy, a lector, and a council member
at Our Lady of Częstochowa parish, serving
as a Polish Camp Counselor, and
involvement with the activities of the
ACPC’s Affiliate organization, Polish
Cultural Foundation, Boston.
Application information on the Pułaski
Scholarships for the year 2009 may be
obtained after Nov. 1, 2008 by visiting
www.polishcultureacpc.org or by contacting
Mr. Winters at mvwinters@charter.net or
(508) 949-0160. ❒
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