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Music News from 3 

L. - Marek Żebrowski, Joel Peterson, First Lady of Poland Maria Kaczyńska,  

Frank Mecham, Paula O’Farrell, Rachel Hamilton, Steve Cass CG Paulina Kapuścińska, 

Izabela Tomaszewska, and Milena Kowalczykiewicz 
 

that may be signed later this fall in Paso Robles. 

   Thursday, June 26, was the first of the two days the delegation spent in Warsaw. An early 

morning visit in the Ministry of Culture was followed by a visit with Poland’s First Lady, 

Madame Maria Kaczyńska, in the Presidential Palace. The California delegation was invited to 

tea and refreshments with the First Lady and her staff in the Blue Salon of the Palace. Paulina 

Kapuścińska, Consul General of the Republic of Poland in Los Angeles, was briefly able to 

join the group during this highly significant meeting.  

   During the early afternoon, the delegation was shown around the Royal Castle in Warsaw by 

its curator, Juliusz Zamęcznik. This fascinating tour gave a glimpse of the heroic past of the 

castle and its treasures that were partially saved before this landmark was heavily damaged in 

German air raids in September 1939.  

   Later that same afternoon, the delegation was received at the Headquarters of the 

Kościuszko Foundation in Warsaw. The host, Joseph Herter, provided the refreshments and 

spoke about the Foundation’s history and programs. US Consul for Culture, Edward J. 

Kulakowski was also present, and discussions centering on academic and artistic exchanges as 

well as visa issues were held.  

   Towards the evening, the group visited the Museum of the Warsaw Uprising. The displays 

and exhibits of this fairly new and excellent institution powerfully illustrate the tragic days of 

August-September 1944, when Poles rose against German occupation, trying to liberate their 

capital.  

   Friday morning the group strolled through the beautiful grounds of the Łazienki Palace in 

Warsaw. The early morning sunshine did not yet penetrate the cool, shaded walkways of the 

grounds, and the stillness of the park was only occasionally disrupted by mating calls of 

numerous peacocks, freely roaming around. At 9 a.m. the group met with Karol 

Radziwonowicz, the Director of the Paderewski Museum at the Łazienki Palace. Mr. 

Radziwonowicz performed at the Paderewski Festival in Paso Robles in the mid 1990s, and 

remembered Virginia Peterson, the grandmother of the current Board of Directors President, 

Joel Peterson.  

   Later that morning the delegation drove to Żelazowa Wola, Chopin’s birthplace some 30 

miles outside Warsaw. A quick visit to the manor house and the surrounding park was 

followed by a return to Warsaw for afternoon meetings, including one with the Director of the 

Adam Mickiewicz Institute, Pawel Potoroczyn. The Mickiewicz Institute was the main 

organizer of the delegation’s visit, while Poland’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs covered the cost 

of lodging, transportation within Poland, and meals for the group. At night, the group was 

invited to attend a performance of Mozart’s Requiem, given by the chorus and soloists of the 

Warsaw Chamber Opera and Warsaw Chamber Orchestra in the Seminary Church on 

Krakowskie Przedmieście. 

   The last day, Saturday, began with the group’s early morning departure for Bydgoszcz. On 

the way, the delegation had a chance to quickly see Toruń with its magnificent Gothic 

architecture. Having been invited by Henryk Martenka of the Paderewski Music Association 

in Bydgoszcz, the California visitors then witnessed the official dedication of the Paderewski 

International Airport that included a special concert and reception. Mayor Frank Mecham 

spoke to the four hundred guests assembled in the recently completed new terminal. Following 

the festivities, there was a special banquet at the Paderewski Music Society headquarters in 

Bydgoszcz, attended by Konstanty Dombrowicz, the President of the City of Bydgoszcz, who 

then gave a special private tour of the City Hall and Bydgoszcz Market Square to the 

American delegation. Later that evening, members of the delegation returned to Warsaw and 

departed for California on Sunday. 

   Overall, the Paderewski Festival Board members were able to meet with numerous important 

officials in Poland and identify many areas of future cooperation in the area of cultural and 

commercial exchanges. Members of the delegation have uniformly stressed the importance of 

learning the details of Poland’s history in the context of Paderewski’s activities as a pianist, 

patriot, and statesman. Contacts with individuals and institutions that were initiated during this 

short but important fact-finding trip will be followed by more detailed agreements and 

reciprocal visits in the future. 
 

(This year’s Paderewski Festival will be held on November 15 and 16.)   ❒ 
 

__________ 

Fun in the sun 
 

   Owing to the fact that school/academic 

year is over, what one can make of are 

holidays, somewhere away from the city 

where one can relax and enjoy a well-

deserved break from his daily routine.   

   Parents can finally meet up with their 

children and spend some quality time with 

them trying to remind themselves of their 

children’s favorite meals, music, movies, 

etc. It’s a bittersweet for the children, 

though, since they are now able to notice 

that their parents are not very 

knowledgeable about their offsprings’ 

activities. They surely understand their 

commitment to provide for them; 

nevertheless, they freely comment on their 

parents’ misdemeanors and, in return, get 

assured that their parents will take proper 

care of them, i.e. get too interested in their 

life, when they are back home. Will they?  

An affirmative answer can never be 

guaranteed… 

   On the other hand, they are those older 

children that happen to be old enough to go 

on vacation on their own. Parents don’t like 

that, though. Parents are the ones that would 

like to be looked after during a short stay at 

their favorite place. They try to nonchalantly 

persuade their children into accompanying 

them, but children often choose not to 

interfere with their parents’ journey plans 

and therefore prefer going with their friends 

or partners. Parents would like to go 

somewhere in the mountains to uncover 

their neglected trekking habits or at the 

seaside to have a pleasant time with other 

members of their newly joined senior club, 

whereas their children are heading off to 

some luxurious four-star hotels located at 

the Mediterranean Sea; fun in the sun is all 

they can think of. They leave their parents 

lonely and spend some quality time with 

their wives - or husbands-to-be. This is 

obviously designed to be a reality check for 

their relationship, but they never admit that 

to one another. And, parents… they agree 

on such a plot of events although they are 

quietly upset that their children choose some 

mysterious man or woman over them.  

   Anyway, whichever pattern comes into a 

picture, everyone involved is really happy to 

unwind. They start their vacation time with 

an average three-hour-long journey, either 

by train, coach or by plane. When they 

finally arrive at a place of their choice, they 

cannot accept the mere fact that they finally 

made it. They are on vacation. First, they 

check out their luxurious hotel, which now 

does not look like it did in a picture they had 

seen a few weeks ago, or a small house 

rented by the senior club. Later, they meet 

up with a bunch of friends that came along. 

They have known some of them for ten or 

more years, because they cannot find a 

rational reason not to vacation together, so 

they keep on doing it every year. They are 

also quickly getting to know the resort and 

making new friends amongst the natives. 

Their parents have a chance to talk about 

their future grandchildren, and those who 

are already grandparents boast of their 

children’s children. Everyone is having a 

jolly time for a few days. Unfortunately, the 

break is coming to the conclusion really fast.  

Children are getting stressed about their 

flight back home. Will they be on time? 

Have they packed all they had taken with 

them? They need to pack memorabilia for 

their parents, too. They also need thousands 

of photos to upload on the Internet to show 

off to their friends and family. Their parents, 

on the other hand, take it slowly and start 

getting ready for their departure a day 

before. They can finally get rid of their 

member-friends who have been driving 

them crazy for the last few days. They love 

each other, but their feelings towards each 

other change drastically during the photo 

time for the senior club chronicle. Poses, big 

smiles   and  hours  of  standing  make  them  
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Skalny Scholarships 

awarded 

By: Jo Louise Winters 
 

   Three Louis & Nellie Skalny Scholarships 

for Polish Studies were awarded for 2008 by 

the American Council for Polish Culture 

(ACPC). Committee Chairperson Ursula 

Brodowicz reported that the Skalny 

Scholarship Committee, including Debra 

Majka, Ange Iwanczyk and Marion Winters, 

awarded $1,000 scholarships to three 

outstanding applicants: Christopher Krupa, 

Zach Mazur and Dominik Stecula, 

Christopher Krupa attends Wayne State 

University (WSU), Detroit MI with majors 

in Business Administration and Slavic 

Studies with a concentration in Polish.  The 

University has awarded him with Slavic 

Scholarships for 2006 and 2007, Slavic 

Studies Book Award for Excellence in 2005, 

the Norris & Vivilore Hitchman Scholarship 

in 2007, and an Undergraduate Research 

Grant in 2007. The Friends of Polish Art, an 

ACPC Affiliate, also awarded a scholarship 

to Christopher in 2006, and the WSU 

Alumni Assoc. awarded the David Adamany 

Endowed Scholarship last year. In addition 

to his intensive studies schedule, 

Christopher has managed to be heavily 

involved over the past couple of years in the 

mainstream community: President & 

Treasurer, WSU Slavic Club, and Student 

Representative on the Faculty Promotion & 

Tenure Committee. He is also serving as an 

Intern/Staff Researcher for The Piast 

Institute of Hamtramck MI., the largest 

North American think tank devoted to 

Polish affairs and designated as a U.S. 

Census Information Center. Christopher is 

especially proud of his accomplishments as 

president of the WSU Slavic Club as, e.g., 

when he planned the annual “Wigilia” 

fundraising dinner for Slavic scholarships, 

with scholarly presentations and 

entertainment that netted over $1,000, a 

record for the Club. 

Dominik Andrzej Stecula, born in Poland, 

is working toward a degree in Political 

Science & History at the University of 

Michigan at Dearborn. He has made the 

Dean’s List every semester and currently 

carries a 3.97 GPA in his Senior year. At the 

University’s annual Quiz Bowl, Dominik 

has been the Champion for two consecutive 

years and represented the school at the Mid-

Western Regional Championships. He 

initiated a soccer program at the university, 

which is on its way to becoming a varsity 

sport. The Piast Institute appreciates his 

considerable   research   skills,     as    he    is  
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Professor Bryant of 

Industrial College of the 

Armed Forces Visited 

Poland 
 

   The Embassy hosted Professor Susan 

Bryant from the Industrial College of the 

Armed Forces in Washington, DC. The 

Industrial College’s Mission is to study 

national resource management at the 

executive level. Professor Bryant is working 

to develop a program of study that would 

bring a group of 15 American and 

International Students to Poland to study the 

Polish Biotechnology industry. This group is 

interested in learning about Polish and EU 

issues in BioTechnology and fostering 

communication between the Industrial 

College and Polish Universities on the 

subject of biotechnology.   ❒ 

 

__________ 

Nancy Reagan Thanks 

Wrocław for Honoring 

President Ronald 

Reagan 
A copy of Nancy Reagan’s 

letter  to Wrocław Mayor 

Rafał Dutkiewicz  
 

   Former First Lady Nancy Reagan has sent 

Mayor Rafał Dutkiewicz a letter expressing 

her “deepest gratitude to the people of 

Wrocław” for naming a street for her late 

husband, President Ronald Reagan. 

   In the July 21 letter, Mrs. Reagan recalls 

“fond memories of visiting Poland” and 

expresses how important it was to President 

Reagan that Poles should enjoy freedom and 

democracy.   ❒ 

 

__________ 
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