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The 2008
Norman E. Borlaug
Fellows Program
The Office of Agricultural Affairs, U.S.
Embassy, Warsaw, Poland, will soon
announce the 2008 Norman E. Borlaug
International Agricultural Science and
Technology Fellows Program for Poland.
The selected Polish candidate will be
offered a short-term (four to six weeks)
scientific training and collaborative research
fellowship at a participating U.S. land-grant
university, government research facility,
other nonprofit institution or private
company in the United States.
The overall goal of the Norman E.
Borlaug Program is to promote agricultural
development, food security and economic
growth by increasing scientific knowledge
and collaborative research to improve
agricultural productivity. The Borlaug
Fellowship Program is named in honor of
Dr. Norman E. Borlaug, a Nobel Peace Prize
recipient who is often considered the father
of the Green Revolution. Dr. Borlaug visited
Poland in 1982 and again in 1989 with a
team of experts to study Polish agriculture
and provide recommendations to the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development.
The focus of the 2008 Polish Borlaug
Program is veterinary science. Research
proposals on both animal health and food
safety are encouraged. Potential scientific
projects that would be considered include,
but are not limited to, animal disease
research on diseases such as highly
pathogenic avian influenza, blue-tongue,
and vesicular stomatitis, including
diagnosis, testing methodologies, methods
of treatment, and epidemiological control;
food safety research including diseases such
as E.coli O157:H7 and campylobacter, as
well as residue testing and testing
methodologies.
The establishment of this year’s program is
the result of close cooperation between the
U.S. Department of Agriculture and the
Polish Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development.
Applications were received by July 11,
2008.
Krystyna Maliska, Ph.D., the 2007
winner of the Bourlag Fellowship is a
researcher at the Institute of Environmental
Engineering at Częstochowa University of
Technology. The main focus of the 2007
program was the development of cellulosebased biomass for biofuels and production
of ethanol The primary goal of this program
was a provision of training and collaborative
research opportunities in international
agricultural science, leadership and policy
for Polish scientists, faculty and policy
makers.
Krystyna spent five weeks at the
Biorefining and Carbon Cycling Program
laboratories at the University of Georgia.
The main aim of her research project was
the production of ethanol from forest
residues, variety of grasses, biodegradable
fraction of municipal waste, etc. with a
special focus on the pretreatment
technologies, such as acid and enzymatic
hydrolysis, supercritical extraction, and
ozonation. Additionally, she learned about
fuel economy in the USA, regulations and
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U.S. Ambassador to Poland
Victor Ashe invites Poles to
visit the US

Zapraszamy do USA
Welcome to the USA
With the exchange rate of the U.S. dollar
near historic lows compared to the Złoty and
Euro, travel to the United States is a great
bargain for Poles. The price of hotel rooms,
airfares and entertainment is now much less
expensive and most merchandise is bargain
priced, thus making shopping in the United
States a great deal. In addition, the United
States does not have a value added tax
system, so most goods are typically lower in
price than their European equivalent. Now
the favorable currency exchange rates make
them even more attractive.
Ambassador Ashe said, “When you visit
the States, bring an extra suitcase so you can
return to Poland with a suitcase full of new
items,”
The average wait time for a visa
appointment in Warsaw and Kraków is just
two days, which means you can plan a trip
and be on a plane within a week. Whether
your passion is big cities, national parks, or
unique places with rich historical and
cultural traditions, you can find what you
are looking for in New York, Chicago and
San Francisco, the Great Smoky Mountains,
Grand Canyon or Yellowstone National
Parks, or a small town like Santa Fe, New
Mexico, or Charleston, South Carolina.
Why not plan a combination vacation/
shopping trip to the United States this
summer? You can easily fly to one of the
major cities in the States, partake of some of
the entertainment options, travel to a few
attractions, lie on a sun-drenched beach,
then conclude your trip with a shopping
binge at a major discount outlet before
returning home. Wherever you choose to go,
your hotel and entertainment will cost you
less because of the cheap dollar and the
shopping bargains will be outstanding.
Currently, the price of gasoline is hovering
around $4.00 per gallon, which is
approximately $1.00 per liter. For travelers
from Poland, these prices are a bargain nearly half of the cost of gas at home. ❒
__________
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incentives for biofuels production, and also
cost-effectiveness of biofuel production in
the USA. ❒
__________

Search for Missing
Americans
American researchers, U.S. Army Master
Sergeant Cory Damm and U.S. Navy Chief
Petty Officer John Gray, of the Defense
POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO)
will be conducting investigations at various
locations in Poland from July 7-31 on nine
cases related to missing U.S. servicemen
from World War II. DPMO is one of several
Department of Defense agencies responsible
for the research, investigation, analysis,
recovery, and identification of remains of
U.S. servicemen who died on a foreign
battlefield and never returned home. The
researchers hope to find documentary
evidence or witness testimony that will lead
to the recovery of these individuals.
The following is an outline of the cases
that the researchers will be investigating:
1. A United States Army Air Forces
(USAAF) officer was shot down in a B-17G
by anti-aircraft fire in the vicinity of Politz:
According to German records, the officer
was buried near Szczeciñ. DPMO conducted
research in the area in the fall of 2006 and
the spring of 2007. On both occasions,
investigators located a cemetery, which is in
a state of disrepair but were unable to locate
the gravesite.
2. Ten crew members on board a B-17 were
shot down by German aircraft and crashed
into the Baltic Sea. One crew member was
killed in the crash, and captured German
records indicate that his body was recovered
from the sea near Kołobrzeg. The German
records did not indicate however, where his
remains were buried. According to the
Kołobrzeg cemetery records, a different
crew member was buried in the churchyard
Karlsberg near Kołobrzeg. The American
Graves Registration Service (AGRS)
recovered this airman from the Karlsberg
cemetery and later identified him. They
were unable to locate any other graves or
ascertain information pertaining to any other
crew member. The team will visit the
Karlsberg cemetery, search cemetery and

local records, and interview witnesses in the
Kołobrzeg area to seek additional
information on the location and fate of the
nine missing crew members.
3. Two USAAF enlisted men who were
crew members on a B-17 that was shot
down over Mosina: During their descent, the
crew was strafed by fighters and fired upon
by Soviet ground troops, during which time
both men were supposedly killed. The
remaining crew members were captured by
soldiers of the Soviet ground forces, who
informed the pilot that two members of his
crew had been killed, and that they would be
given a proper military burial. They also
showed the pilot personal effects from the
two crewmen to further confirm their
deaths. AGRS searched two cemeteries in
the area but was unable to locate their
graves. DPMO has conducted no overseas
research on these cases. The team will
search for local burial records and interview
available witnesses.
4. Four USAAF officers who served on
board a B-17 that went down near Wrocław:
After the war, AGRS located the crash site
and identified the plane but could not
determine the whereabouts of the four
missing airmen. The team will interview
witnesses and search for local records
pertaining to this case.
The researchers also intend to make
contact with local officials concerning the
targeted cases, setting up meetings to look at
local or church records and interview any
witnesses who may have knowledge of the
incidents in question. ❒
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