Page 6

News of Polonia Pasadena, California October 2008

Orange County News
By: Lila Ciecek (714) 544-2458
mciecek@aol.com

Fr. Noga and the Lord and Lady of the Manor...
Millie and Art Grabowski led the Dożynki Parade
Gifts were
brought
to the Lord
and Lady of
the Manor

Fr. Noga blessed those who came
Several dance groups entertained

Although calendars tell us that Fall has arrived, here in Southern California we are still
enjoying summer-like weather while savoring memories of recent vacations, which have
passed all too quickly. The nature around us is changing, the time will change soon, and the
life for most of us will have to change a lttle in the fall season. Shorter days and longer nights
let us catch our breath, indulge in some bodily and spiritual rest and with a renewed spirit look
forward to the months ahead.
Life at the Pope John Paul II Polish Center in Yorba Linda also has changed a bit and is
“back to normal” after the “Dożynki” 2008 - one of the main annual events The celebration
and excitement are now history, but the happy memories of this event will linger for a long
time. Memories of two days of festivities full of joy and laughter, music, dancing,
entertainment, of feasting on the Polish culinary specialties, enjoying Polish customs, history
and traditions, wonderful hospitality and friendship, pleasure of seeing some old friends and
meeting new ones. The fond memories of the event itself include the busy time of preparation
for the Dozynki: a great team work of the organizers and planners, sponsors, booth leaders,
memories of cheerful. smiling cooks, bakers, servers, entertainers – all the gracious volunteers,
a loving community that spared no time and effort to continue beautiful tradition of
“Dożynki”, and to spread happiness around.
Year after year the Dożynki at the Pope John Paul II Polish Center draws hundreds of people
from near and far, who come to enjoy this social event, and to participate in the traditional
religious celebration of giving thanks to God. Truly, that’s what the Dożynki is mainly all
about – a celebration of gratitude to God for His abundant blessings and love throughout the
year. At the same time it is also a main fund raiser for the Polish Center. Hats off! to Stan
Czarnota, Dożynki Chairman for the second time, for his leadership, devotion and hard work,
and the great success of the “Dożynki” 2008. Congratulations to Millie and Art Grabowski the Lord and Lady of the Manor, and prominent members of the Polish Center.
The bells are ringing for the children starting the new school year at the Helena
Modrzejewska Polish School in Yorba Linda. The children (3 to 16) are learning the Polish
language, history, culture and traditions, as well as religion, art and folk dancing. Under the
directorship of Mrs. Elżbieta Rudzińska, the school is staffed by professional teachers from
Poland and is holding classes on Saturdays. The classes for the preparation for the Sacraments
of First Communion and Confirmation have also started.
On October 12th, the Polish Center in Yorba Linda was a place of the celebration of the 30th
Anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s election to the throne of St.Peter, as well as the 24th
Anniversary of Father Jerzy Popiełuszko’s martyrdom. A solemn Holy Mass for the intention
of beatification of the two great men and Poles was followed by an artistic program and lunch.
All present also enjoyed the exhibits and watched a beautiful film “Credo” about the
pontificate and death of Pope John Paul II. This event was sponsored by the Polish American
Congress, Orange Chapter, and was organized by tireless Michael Dutkowski and his
committee.
Orange County will host two special events: “At the World’s Stage Modjeska’s Arden”
celebrating life of Madame Helena Modjeska, great Polish, Shakespearean actress, who called
Orange County home for more than twenty years. Two programs featuring profesor Beth
Holmgreen, author of an upcoming biography on Madame Modjeska will be presented: “The
Lady and the Star” - how Modjeska conquered late nineteenth Century America - on Oct.31,
6:00 to 7:30 pm at the Old Courthouse Museum, 211 Santa Ana Blvd. Santa Ana. And
“Helena Modjeska and the California Dream” - November 1, 10:00am til Noon or 1:00 to
3:00pm at the Arden, the Helena Modjeska Historic Home and Garden. Reservations for both
events: (714)973-6610 ❒

The Lord and Lady were happy to receive the gifts

The audience loved the young dancers
They were adorable and talented

Polish history information was available

The Hussars of Suligowski’s Regiment
were a big attraction for the young and old

The home - made baked goods
were delicious

Many children were
enrolled in the Saturday
morning Polish school

Many people expressed an interest in
joining the Polish American Congress

