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Paderewski Festival
By: Paula O’Farrell
The Paderewski Festival returns to Paso
Robles on November 13 – 16, 2008 with an
expanded program of classical music. Local
organizers are collaborating with the USC
Thornton School of Music to bring
internationally renowned musicians to
participate in the festival.
The featured performer for the 2008 Gala
Concert is Nikita Mndoyants, the 19-year
old winner of the prestigious 2007
International Paderewski Festival held in
Bydgoszcz, Poland. Mr. Mndoyants,
originally from the Ukraine, has concertized
internationally as an accomplished soloist
and composer. Mr. Mndoyants will be
performing works from Paderewski and
Chopin as well as his own composition.
The festival also includes a recital from
each of the 2008 Paderewski Youth
Competition Winners. Young local
musicians aged 10-18, who will receive
medals and cash scholarships.
Dignitaries from Tarnów, Poland will be
in attendance and will participate in a
ceremony to commemorate the signing of a
sister city agreement with local officials of
Paso Robles on November 14 at 4 pm.
Paderewski had a summer estate near
Tarnów, known as Kasna Dolna, for several
years. Delegates from the Paderewski
Festival Board of Directors, including the
mayor of Paso Robles, visited Tarnów this
past summer to discuss cultural exchange
opportunities.
A special Paderewski exhibit will be on
display in the Paso Robles City Hall
representing memorabilia from the local
Pioneer Museum, Paso Robles Historical
Society, and the private collections. Exhibit
curator and Paderewski expert, Christine
Smith from Asheville, North Carolina, will
provide docent tours.
A screening of Paderewski’s 1937 classic
film, Moonlight Sonata will be shown on
November 15 at 11 am at the Park Cinema
in Downtown Paso Robles. This is the only
existing film footage of Paderewski playing
the piano.
Other festival performers include the
Midnight Winds, a quintet on November 13
at 7 pm at North Christian Church.
International pianist Rudolf Budginas, born
in Lithuania and trained at the prestigious
Moscow Conservatory, will perform at Cass
Winery in Paso Robles for “An Evening
with Paderewski” on November 14 at 7 pm.
The festival concludes with a Polish Mass
and Brunch at St Rose’s Catholic Church on
November 16th.
Paso Robles will be celebrating its annual
“Elegant Evening” in Downtown Paso
Robles from 5 – 8 pm on Saturday,
November 15 with a Polish theme among
merchants and restaurants in honor of this
year’s festival.
The Youth Competition Recital,
Paderewski exhibit, and Moonlight Sonata
screening are free admission. Tickets and
information for all events are available at
www.paderewskifest.com or by calling
(805)239-4437
Paso Robles is justly proud of its most
famous resident, Ignacy Jan Paderewski,
who visited this Central California spa on
many occasions between the years 1914 and
1939. He stayed at the El Paso de Robles
Springs Hotel (now the Paso Robles Inn),
and took cures in Paso’s hot springs and,
shortly after his arrival, also became an
owner of two large ranches, Rancho San
Ignacio and Rancho Santa Helena.
On his land, Paderewski planted grapes,
almonds, and a variety of fruit trees. His
farming methods and keen interest in winemaking transformed the Central Coast
agriculture. In addition to his musical and
political accomplishments, he is also
remembered as a pioneer of vine cultivation
and credited with bringing Zinfandel grapes
to California.
Ignacy Jan Paderewski (1860–1941), a
virtuoso pianist, composer, politician (the
first Prime Minister of independent Poland
after World War I), humanitarian and orator,
was universally acclaimed as a “Modern
Immortal” by his contemporaries. His
charismatic personality and popular appeal
made him one of the most cherished figures
of the 20th century. ❒
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The Polish Club of Laguna Woods
celebrated the Polish American Heritage
Month on Sunday October 12 in the
Clubhouse Three Auditorium in Laguna
Woods Village. A concert of Paderewski’s
music paid a tribute of the life and music of
Ignacy Jan Paderewski; he was born in the
village of Kurylowka in the province of
Podole in the Austrian Empire. His father
was working there as economist in the local
mansion. His mother, Poliksenia (nee
Nowicka), died several monts after
Paderewski was born and he was brought up
by his distant relatives. From his early
childhood Paderewski was interested in
music. Initially he took piano classes with a
private teacher. At the age of 12, in 1872, he
went to Warsaw and was admitted to the
Warsaw Conservatorium. After graduating
in 1878 he was asked to become a tutor of
piano classes in his alma mater; he accepted
the position. In 1880 he married Antonina
Korsakowna and soon their first child was
born. The following year, however, it turned
out that the son was handicapped; soon
afterwards, Antonina died. Paderewski
decided to devote himself to music and 1881
he went to Berllin to study music
composition with Friedrch Kiel and heinrich
Urban. In 1884 he moved to Vienna, where
he was a pupil of Teodor Leszetycki. There
he also made his first public appearance in
1887.
He soon gathered much popularity and his
following appearances (in Paris in 1889 and
in London in 1890) were a major success.
His brilliant playing created a furore, which
went to almost extravagant lengths of
admiration and his triumphs were repeated
in the United States in 1891. His name at
once became synonymous with the highest
level of piano playing, and society was at
his feet. His position as Prime Minister of
Poland lionized his career. In 1913
Paderewski settled in the USA.
During World War I Paderewski became
an active member of the Polish National
Committee in Paris, which was soon
accepted by the Entente as the
representation of Poland. He became a
spokesman of that organization and soon
also formed other social and political
organizations, among them the Polish Relief
Fund in London.
In 1919, in the newly independent Poland,
Paderewski became the Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Poland
(January 1919 – December 1919), and he
thus represented Poland at the Paris peace
Conference. In the summer of that year, he
signed the Treaty of Versailles, which
restored the territories of Greater Poland and
Pomerania around the City of Gdansk to
Poland. Although this fell short of what the
Polish delegates had demanded, these
territories provided the core of the restored
Polish state.
On December 4, 1919 Paderewski then
took on the role of Polish ambassador to the
League of Nations.
In 1922 he retired from political career
and returned to concert life. His first concert
after a long break was held in the Carnegie
Hall and became a significant success. Soon
he moved to Morges n Switzerland.
After the Polish Defensive War of 1939
Paderewski returned to public life. In 1940
be became the head of the Polish Natioinal
council, a Polish parliament in exile.
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