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Jan Gruen – Gruszecki 
(Native of Wieszchowo – Dom Dziecka) 

Concrete Contractor  

Residential or Commercial 
 

Concrete Driveways, Patios  

Stamp Concrete 

Brick, Stone, Flagstone,  

Sidewalks, Curbs 

Retaining walls, Block walls  

Remodel swimming pools 

Waterfalls, Pool decks 
 

No job too small 
Contractor License # 501466 

(818) 896-5087 or 378-6121 (c) 

Polish News Bytes  from 7 
 

Tusk, an economic liberal, could count on 

27 percent of the vote, ex-communist 

Kwaśniewski would receive 18 percent, 

and the current President Lech Kaczyński  

– 15.6 percent. Rafał Dutkiewicz, the 

popular mayor of the southwestern city of 

Wrocław would come in fourth with nine 

percent of the vote, but former president 

Lech Wałęsa would net a mere 4.6 

percent. According to the constitution, a 

president who has served two terms (like 

Kwaśniewski did in 1995-2005) is not 

permitted to stand for re-election. 

A Polish engineer was kidnapped by 

unidentified gunmen in Pakistan some 40 

miles west of the capital, Islamabad. The 

gunmen shot dead the engineer’s 

Pakistani driver, interpreter and body 

guard before whisking him away by car to 

an unknown destination. The Pole was 

employed by the Polish company 

Geofizyka Kraków which has been 

involved in gas and oil exploration in the 

area for the past 12 years. It was not 

immediately known whether the 

kidnappers were ransom-seeking 

criminals or Muslim militants. Kidnap for 

ransom is relatively common in Pakistan, 

and militants have been known to take 

foreigners hostage.  

The co-beatification of John Paul II 
with two other pontiffs has evoked mixed 

reactions. Reports have begun circulating 

that the Holy See was considering 

beatifying the Polish Pontiff together with 

Pius XII and Paul VI at a single 

ceremony, possibly in 2009, but the 

Vatican has denied any decision has been 

taken. John Paul II’s former aide Cardinal 

Stanisław Dziwisz said “it would be 

nice”, but many Polish Catholics are 

having second thoughts. he unprecedented 

triple beatification would diminish the 

media attention devoted to each of the 

candidates, thereby weakening the impact 

of the individual contributions. 

GM’s Opel Factory in the SW Polish 

city of Gliwice temporarily stopped 

production recently due to a dropping 

demand for new cars in Europe. Other 

factories producing Opel passenger cars in 

Bochum and Eisenach; Germany has also 

suspended their activities. Declining 

demand is seen as a spin-off of the 

America’s economic crisis which is 

gradually trickling over into Europe.  

Polish officials claim that Poland’s 

economy is in good shape and so far has 

not been affected by the recession.  

The Polish government backed down in 

the face of threats that it could be 

eliminated from 2010 World Cup 

qualifiers and be deprived of the right to 

co-host the 2012 European Soccer 

Championships. FIFA, the world soccer 

authority, which opposes any government 

interference in the activities of national 

soccer organizations, made the threat after 

the Polish authorities suspended the 

leadership of PZPN (the Polish Soccer 

Association) over corruption charges. So 

far, 156 corrupt soccer activists, coaches 

and referees have been arrested. New 

PZPN elections are expected to resolve 

the row. 

Po l ish  astronomer Aleksander 

Wolszczan, one of the this year’s Nobel 

Prize nominees, recently admitted to 

being a communist-era secret-police 

informer. After a newspaper exposed his 

unsavory past, he said he pledged to play 

ball with the Security Service (SB) as the 

price he had to pay to travel abroad to 

pursue his scientific career. He contends 

that his information did not harm anyone 

and he always said only good things about 

colleagues to the SB or remained silent. 

Prof. Wolszczan, who ranks among the 

world’s leading astronomers, is known as 

the discoverer of the first planets outside 

our Solar System.  

Funding for a US anti-missile base in 

Poland may be cut back by Congress from 

an estimated $133 million to around $90 

million. Construction of the installation, 

designed to protect against ballistic-

missile attacks by “rogue states”, is 

expected to begin in late 2009 Redzikowo 

near the Baltic port of Słupsk. Funding for 

the Czech radar site, which is part of the 

system, has reportedly not been reduced. 

Russia fiercely opposes locating elements 

of the anti-missile shield in its former 

satellites, claiming that it poses a threat to 

Russian security.  (See next item.) 

A US base will help the local economy – 

was the gist of the message conveyed by 

US Ambassador to Poland Victor Ashe 

during his recent visit to the planned site 

of an anti-missile installation. American 

facilities in other countries, such as Italy 

or Germany, have produced major 

economic benefits in terms of jobs and 

business, he told the authorities of 

Redzikowo, a village near the Baltic coast 

where elements of a global American 

missile defense network are to be 

stationed.  

Father Michał Sopoćko (1888-1875) was 

recently beatified in Białystok at a 

ceremony attended by 80,000 faithful. 

The confessor of Sister Faustyna 

Kowalska (1905-1938), a mystic who was 

told in a vision to spread devotion to the 

Mercy of God, he became a dedicated 

promoter of that devotion and founded the 

religious order of Sisters of Jesus 

Merciful. The medically inexplicable 

chemical-poisoning cure of a patient who 

had invoked Sopoćko’s intervention was 

recognized by the Church in December 

2007 as a miracle leading to his 

beatification. Sister Faustyna was 

canonized by the late Pope John Paul II in 

2000.  

Child-support shirkers have fallen on 

hard times in Poland, where a new law 

appears likely to make their life 

miserable. Since a post-communist 

government scrapped the National 

Alimony Fund three years ago, single 

parents had a hard time making ends 

meet, since their partners often worked on 

the sly and got paid “under the counter” to 

conceal their income. Under the new law, 

child-support-shirking parents, largely 

footloose fathers, face losing their driver’s 

license and getting entered on a national 

deadbeat debtors’ list which makes it 

impossible for them to get a credit card or 

even rent an apartment.  

“Kilimanjaro or bust” was the effective 

slogan of a group of handicapped Poles 

who challenged Africa’s tallest peak 

recently. On crutches and artificial limbs 

as well as in wheelchairs they struggled 

up the mountain, and five of the nine 

actually made it to the top of the more 

than 19,000-foot Mount Kilimanjaro. 

Sponsored by actress Anna Dymna’s “In 

Spite of Everything” Foundation, the 

purpose of the climb was to show that 

physical handicaps need not doom a 

person to inactivity. 

A n t i - P o l i s h  s l u r s  a n d 

misrepresentations appearing in the 

international media frequently unite the 

Polish government, Polish embassies and 

Polonian groups world-wide in various 

protest actions. Particularly targeted are 

allegations of Poland’s complicity in the 

Holocaust, such terms as “Polish 

concentration camps” and other 

misportrayals of Polish history. The once-

widespread, vicious “Pollack jokes” of 

yesteryear also occasionally re-emerge. 

Wikipedia, the free online encyclopedia, 

now has a site devoted to this 

phenomenon, variously referred to as anti-

Polonism, Polonophobia or simply “Pole-

bashing”. It can be visited at: http://

e n . w i k i p e d i a . o r g / w i k i / A n t i -

Polish_sentiment 

P o l i s h  c h e m i s t  K r z y s z t o f 

Matyjaszewski was among the nominees 

for this year’s Nobel Prize in Chemistry. 

The 58-year-old scientist, who has lived 

and worked in the US for years, is ranked 

among the leading chemists in the world 

today and is known for the 

“Matyjaszewski method” used in the 

polymerization of radicals.  

Nuns from all over Poland gathered in 

Warsaw recently for a three-day plenary 

meeting of the Conference of Catholic 

Convents. They discussed a variety of 

issues pertaining to religious life 

including theology, evangelization and the 

psychological aspects of life in a convent. 

Also under discussion were the 

beatification processes of nuns and 

convent founders. There are about 21,300 

nuns living and working in over 2,500 

convents across Poland. 

The 30th Warsaw Marathon was won by 

20-year-old Ethiopian Alemayehu 

Shumye, who clocked 2:11.50 and 

Małgorzata Sobańska, 39, of Poznań 

(2:31.20) – both of whom set course 

records. Sobańska also set a Polish-

territory record with her feat. But she 

failed to match the Polish record she set in 

the 2001 Chicago Marathon: 2:26.08. 

Seventeen of the some 3,000 participants 

in this year’s event have taken part in all 

30 Warsaw Marathons, the oldest of them 

Albin Czech, 76.  

Legal street races are now being 

regularly held in a number of Polish cities 

under police supervision. Initially young 

drivers would informally race their cars 

races at night on the streets, causing 

serious hazard to pedestrians, motorists 

and property. When caught by police, 

such racers face heavy fines and can lose 

their license. The situation has been 

alleviated with the introduction of legal 

racing in such cities as  Rzeszów, Olsztyn, 

Wrocław, Suwałki and Gorzów.  

Healthy snacks at school is the aim of a 

major campaign by Poland’s National 

Health Inspectorate. By the end of the 

current school year the country’s more 

than 1.2 million junior high students will 

no longer find chips, candy bars, soft 

drinks and sweets in their school shops 

which will offer fresh fruit, juice, yogurt 

and bottled water. The purpose of the 

campaign is to curb the growing trend 

towards overweight which now affects 13 

percent of Poles aged 13-15. That is still 

not as bad as in France, where the 

percentage is twice that, and way below 

the US level, but it marks a huge leap over 

the situation in the mid-1970s, when only 

about 1.3 of Poles that age were 

overweight. 

The most famous and influential Poles 

according to CNN are Copernicus, 

Chopin, Madame (Skłodowska) Curie, 

Karol Wojtyła, film directors Andrzej 

Wajda and Roman Polański, Lech 

Wałęsa, racing driver Robert Kubica, 

model Joanna Krupa and scandal-

mongering pop singer Doda (Dorota 

Rabczewska). The ranking was compiled 

as part of CNN’s week-long “Eye on 

Poland” series which focused on various 

aspects of Polish history, culture and 

economic life. It will be followed up by a 

series of spots running on into December. 

A Polish Marketplace will again be 

featured at Disney World’s Epcot Center 

in Florida during its annual food and wine 

festival (September 26-November 9, 

2008), showcasing the delicacies of 25 

different countries. The Polish treats are: 

Wild Forest Mushroom Soup ($2.75), 

Kiełbasa and Potato Pierogi with 

caramelized onions and sour cream 

($4.50), Chopin Vodka Raspberry 

Cocktail ($8.25), Dasani Water ($2.00) 

and Evian Water ($3.25).   ❒ 
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