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Paderewski Festival from 1
appearance was shown at the downtown cinema on a large screen with Dolby stereo and
was free to attendees. A world class exhibit of rare Paderewski memorabilia was on
display in the City Hall with Curator Christine Smith from North Carolina providing
docent tours.
Additional festival events included a free concert with the Los Angeles-based
woodwind quintet, Midnight Winds, a winery concert and dinner with local pianist
Rudolf Budginas, and a Polish Mass and brunch at St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church.
The Paso Robles Paderewski Festival, a non-profit organization, plans to host the
festival again on November 12-15, 2009. For information on concert offerings, sponsor
or vendor opportunities, and sale of concert memorabilia, contact (805)239-4437 or
www.paderewskifest.com. ❒

Featured pianist of the Paderewski Festival
Nikita Midovants

Winner of the Junior Piano Competition
Rory McClish is congratulated by Krystyna
Szymańska, Director of the Paderewski
Center in Tarnów - Kąśna Dolna

L - Front: J. Peterson, CG P. Kapuścińska, M. Kras, K. Szymańska, Mayor F. Meecham
Back: K. Close, M. Żebrowski, pianist Nikita Midoyants, S. Cass, R. Żądło

Rudolfas Budginas concert
at Cass Winery
By: Betsy Cepielik
On November 14 a wine reception was held at the Cass Winery.
Winery owner Steve Cass is one of the Paderewski Festival
organizers.
Following the reception, guests were treated to a concert by
Rudolfas Budginas, who lives in the Central Coast area, but was
born in Lithuania.
The concert was very unique and entertaining. The program
included music by the Beatles, Paderewski, Schubert, Debussy, and
George Gershwin – with a comedic commentary interspersed.
Budginas felt that Chopin should have lived in Rio and enjoyed
Carnival there which would have prolonged his life. He had the
audience imagine Paderewski looking at the stars in Paso Robles –
just as they were. His comments really stirred the imagination. It
was a “fantastic blend – like wine.” This eclectic mixture earned the
artist two encores and standing ovations. ❒
Some people thought it
was a young Paderewski
__________
attending (his) Festival

Christine Smith Returns
to Paso Robles
By: Betsy Cepielik

After an absence
of many years,
r e n o w n e d
P a d e r e ws k i
collector Christine
Smith returned to
Paso
Robles
California for this
year’s Paderewski
Festival.
Since we last saw
her,
Christine
moved from San
Polish flags were
Francisco
to
displayed on the
Switzerland,
main street of Paso
learned
French,
Robles and at St.
traveled to Poland
Rose church
four
times,
remarried, and is now living in Asheville,
North Carolina.
Part of her extensive collection was on
display at the Paso Robles City Hall.
Among the items on display were records,
books, sheet music, his trunk, concert
programs, and plates. Also in the exhibit
was the bed in which he slept and died,
from the Buckingham Hotel in New York.
This was on loan from the Paso Robles
Historical Museum.
When asked how she started her
collection, Ms. Smith replied that the first
record she ever owned was Paderewski’s
Moonlight Sonata. Other items were
purchased in antique stores and auctions.
Dealers from all over the world notify her
when items become available.
On November 16 Christine Smith spoke
at a luncheon at the St. Rose of Lima
Church, her topic being “Paderewski and
Paso Robles.”
Paderewski has become immortalized
through the beginnings of modern
technology. He can be heard on records
and seen in the film “Moonlight
Sonata” (which was shown at the local
theatre on November 15.) He is therefore
more real to us than other early
composers. Paderewski grew up in a rural
area of Poland and became the “rock star”
of his time.

________________________________________________________________________

Ask Our Man in
Warsaw
KINDLY AIRMAIL ALL POLISHRELATED QUERIES TO:
Robert Strybel
ul. Kaniowska 24
01-529 Warsaw, Poland
or e-mail to: strybel@vp.pl
Q: I have not been able to find the name
of the trumpet fanfare that is played at the
Shrine of Our Lady of Częstochowa in
Poland. I even e-mailed the American
Częstochowa in Doylestown,
Pennsylvania, but I have had no response.
I am going to have my husband, who was
born in Poland, write directly to the
monastery in Jasna Góra to ask, if I can
find contact information for them.
PAULA NIKSA, Southbridge, MA;
e-mail: niksa@charter.net
A: The Web site of Poland’s Jasna Góra
Monastery is www.jasnagora.pl It
includes information on the trumpet

fanfares, but it is all in Polish, so maybe
your husband can translate.
**********
Q: All four of my grandparents were
Polish, but they all moved to the United
States in 1912, before there was a Polish
State. My maternal grandparents came
from the area occupied by Russia, my
paternal grandmother came from the
German occupied sector and my paternal
grandfather came from the AustroHungarian controlled section. I sometimes
feel I have no roots, but, most
importantly, I want to get Polish
Citizenship. There might not have been a
Polish state then, but there certainly was a
Polish Nation. How should I go about
applying for a Polish passport/citizenship?
JOE, Maspeth, NY, e-mail:
joemzak@aol.com
A: Like everyone applying for Polish
citizenship, you should contact your
nearest Polish Consulate for information
and guidance. If your grandparents had
been born after 1918, then you would

have been considered a Polish citizen and
would have had to apply for confirmation
of citizenship. But that too involves
paperwork. Since your grandparents did
not live in an independent, citizenshipgranting Poland, technically they could
not have Polish citizenship to pass on. But
anyone, regardless of nationality, may
apply for Polish citizenship. Being able to
demonstrate Polish roots and an interest in
your Polish heritage will certainly be an
asset when your application is being
considered.
**********
Q: One of our clients left a small amount
in his will to go to the “Catholic
Orphanage in Białołęka, Poland.” Would
you know their address?
LAW FIRM (whose identity may not be
legally revealed here under the attorneyclient privilege of confidentiality)
A: Here is the address of the orphanage in
question:
Dom Dziecka Sióstr Rodziny Maryi
ul. Waluszewska 48

On his first U.S. tour in 1891 he
performed at 107 concerts. He made 20
tours of the United States.
In 1896, while in California during his
third U.S. concert tour, he gives a benefit
performance in San Jose upon the request
of a Stanford University student, Herbert
Hoover, who was able to choose the
charity to which the proceeds will be
donated. Years later, after World War I,
Hoover, the future President of the United
States directed famine relief to Poland. At
the end of the tour, before leaving for
Europe he established a Paderewski
Foundation designed to aid young
American composers.
In 1913 Paderewski began having
problems with pain in his hands. He had
performed in San Francisco and then
traveled to Southern California to visit his
friend, the great Shakespearean Actress,
Helena Modjeska (Modrzejewska).
It was recommended that he seek
treatment in the hot springs in Paso
Robles. In 1914 he bought 2864 acres of
land and began to engage in wine making,
introducing the Zinfandel grapes for wine.
His dream was to retire there and open a
school for young musicians.
He was never able to realize his dream,
as he died in New York in 1941.
The people of Paso Robles loved
Paderewski, and gathered at the train
station whenever he arrived. They would
bring flowers and follow him to the Paso
Robles Inn, where he and his wife resided.
In turn Padererwski loved the people of
Paso Robles. He always believed that
money and privilege should not be the
only way to success.
The session concluded with a Q and A.
Christine Smith has been collecting for
25 years. One of her favorite items is a
caricature by bandleader Xavier Cugat.
Her most favorite was the half of the
Paderewski Ranch that she owned, but
had to sell.
When asked why she did not have more
materials in Polish, she answered that she
is not real fluent in Polish and unable to
do research there.
We look forward to seeing Christine
Smith at the Paderewski Festival next
year.
Congratulations to Joel Peterson, Mayor
Frank Meecham, Steve Cass, Paula
O’Farrell, Krysta Close, Marek
Żebrowski, Gary Nemeth, and all of the
other festival organizers. It was a most
enjoyable weekend.. ❒
__________

The News of Polonia
welcomes articles
about your
Polish organization
03-005 Białołęka, Poland
phone: 0-00-4822 811-0477
Director: Sister Halina Balcer
**********
Q: A quick question about a Polish TV
serial movie from the 1980s: “The Career
of Nikodem Dyzma” or “Kariera
Nikodema Dyzmy”. Is it available on
DVD with English subtitles? As you
probably know, the film is getting
extremely popular with the new Vice
President candidate for John McCain
Sarah Palin, which bears a resemblance to
Dyzma’s career.
ZAR PETKOV,
e-mail: zarpetkov@yahoo.com
A: For the benefit of readers unfamiliar
with this excellent pre-World War II
satirical novel, it is about a third-rate
dancer-musician from the “sticks” who
comes to Warsaw and through a series of
lucky break rises to prominence in the
government. In the final scene he is

Warsaw Man to page 13

