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Polish University Club Holds Election
and Opłatek Luncheon
By: Betsy Cepielik

Janek’s
Corner

On December 14 the Quiet Cannon Golf Club in Montebello provided the lovely setting
for the Polish University Club's annual Opłatek Luncheon and bi-annual election.
The event began with a business meeting, conducted by outgoing President Artur
Prejna, who read his letter of farewell to the presidency (but not the club.) New officers
elected were: President - Teresa Dudzick, Vice President - Maureen Dragan Turner,
position of Secretary -open, Treasurer - Paul Kaymark, and Membership - Kasia Akrami.
The blessing of the oplatek and the dinner was given by Father Ryszard Bucholc of the
Our Lady of the Bright Mount Church.
The sharing of the oplatek then took place, followed by a delicious dinner of Roast New
York Strip, with Cherries Jubilee for dessert.
Event chairperson Ewa Ryszka and new President Teresa Dudzick led the group in two
word games (which were easily accomplished by all of the brilliant students there.)
Scholarships were presented by Teresa Dudzick and Paul Kaymark to: Maureen Dragan
Turner - Pepperdine U. - Ph.D. Psycholgy, Kevan Akrami - Einstein U. In New York Ph.D. Medicine, Anna Jaroszewicz - UC Berkeley Bachelors in Psychology, Anna Hurley-Trochimczyk
- USC - Bachelors in Chemical Engineering, Michał
Uchymiak - UCLA - Ph.D. In Chemical Engineering,
Artur Szepanek - Stanford U. - Bachelors in
Economics/History, Kristin Kozłowski - Cal Poly in
San Luis Obispo - Bachelors in Accountancy, Monica
Kozłowski - Cal State Long Beach - Bachelors in Art
Illustration, Catherine Sobolewska Cal State
Northridge - Masters in Journalism, and Ewelina
Boczkowska - UCLA - Ph.D. In Musicology. All are
brilliant and deserving. Most were there to receive the
award in person. Some of them stated that they plan
Ks. Ryszard Bucholc
to give back to the organization. Most of the current
officers are former recipients, and
are giving back to the club with
their time and service.
This year the PUC provided
$14,000.00 to ten scholarship
recipients. Over the years, the PUC
has genero usly donated to
deserving Polish students. They
thank all who have supported them
and hope they will continue to do
so.
The event ended with a raffle.
Congratulations to the new
L. - Kasia Akrami, Paul Kaymark,
officers of the PUC and best wishes
Teresa Durdzick, Maureen Dragan Turner
for the coming year. ❒

Janek Szczepański

Remember My Birthday
As you well know, we are getting closer
to my birthday. Every year there is a
celebration in my honor and I think that
this year the celebration will be repeated.
During this time there are many people
shopping for gifts, there are many radio
announcements, TV commercials, and in
every part of the world everyone is talking
that my birthday is getting closer and
closer. It is really very nice to know, that
at least once a year, some people think of
me. As you know, the celebration of my
birthday began many years ago. At first
people seemed to understand and be
thankful of all that I did for them, but in
these times, no one seems to know the
reason for the celebration. Family and
friends get together and have a lot of fun,
but they don’t know the meaning of the
celebration. I remember that last year
there was a great feast in my honor. The
dinner table was full of delicious foods,
pastries, fruits, assorted nuts and
chocolates. The decorations were
exquisite and there were many, many
beautifully wrapped gifts. But, do you
want to know something?
I wasn’t invited. I was the guest of
honor and they didn’t remember to send
me an invitation. The party was for me,
but when that great day came, I was left
outside, they closed the door in my face
and I wanted to be with them and share
their table. In truth, that didn’t surprise me
because in the last few years all close their
doors to me. Since I was not invited, I
decided to enter the party without making
any noise. I went in and stood in a corner.
They were all enjoying themselves; there
were some who were “overly toasting”
each other and telling jokes and laughing
at everything. They were having a great
time. To top it all, this big fat man all
dressed in red wearing a long white beard
entered the room yelling Ho-Ho-Ho! He
seemed like he might be “overly
toasting.” He sat on the sofa and all the
children ran to him, saying “Santa Claus,
Santa Claus”... as if the party were in his
honor!
At 12 midnight all the people began to
hug each other; I extended my arms
waiting for someone to hug me and do
you know no one hugged me.
Suddenly they all began to share gifts.
They opened them one by one with great
expectation. When all had been opened, I
looked to see if, maybe, there was one for
me. What would you feel if on your
birthday everybody shared gifts and you
did not get one? I then understood that I
was unwanted at that party and quietly
left.
Every year it gets worse. People only
remember to eat and drink, the gifts, the
parties and nobody remembers me. I
would like this Christmas that you allow
me to enter into your life.
I would like that you recognize the fact
that two thousand years ago I came to this
world to give my life for you, on the
cross, to save you. I only want that you
believe this with all you heart. I want to
share something with you. As many didn’t
invite me to their party, I will have my
own celebration, a grandiose party that no
one has ever imagined, a spectacular
party.
I’m still making the final arrangements.
Today I am sending out many invitations
and there is an invitation for you. I want
to know if you wish to attend and I will
make a reservation for you and write your
name with golden letters in my great guest
book. Only those on the guest list will be
invited to the party. Those who don’t
answer the invitation, will be left outside.
Do you know how you can answer this
invitation? It is by extending it to others
whom you care for... I’ll be waiting for all
of you to attend my party this year...
See you soon ....
I love you !
-Jesus-

2008 Scholarship Award Recipients
L. - Artur Szczepanek, Catherine Sobolewski, Anna Hurley Trochimczyk, Kevan Akrami,
Ewelina Beczkowska, Monica Kozłowski, Maureen Dragan Turner, Michał Uchimiak,
Mr. Jaroszewicz accepted the Scholarship Award for his sister Anna (UC Berkeley)
Not pictured - Kristin Kozłowski (Cal Poly San Luis Obispo)

Wesołych Swiąt
And Have A

Merry Christmas
And A

Happy New Year
from the Board of Directors
Of the
Polish University Club of Los Angeles
Scholarship Applications Available
On – line on March 1, 2009
www.pucla.org

Adam Mickiewicz U.
Poznań, Poland
janek.szczepanski@gmail.com

UN Climate Change
Conference…
Poznań 2008
“The United States Climate Change
Conference sets the agenda for
international efforts to tackle the
challenge posed by climate change,”
states the welcoming news on the official
website of the Conference. The
international event is scheduled to take
place at the beginning of December in
Poznań, Poland. The event will be well
broadcast in the international news.
However, what effects has it already had
on a semi-sized Polish city?
Preparations
Such an international event is a great
opportunity to show the potential of the
city. In order to do that, the city should
organize a cohesive campaign with basic
problems to be combated, ideas to be
introduced, and people to be involved in
the process of “selling the city” to the
international public. Fortunately, such a
campaign seems to have been prepared in
Poznań.
Step 1 – Get rid of the abundance of
people
Poznań is considered an academically
strong city. Poznań’s universities (ranging
from Poznań University of Medical
Sciences and Poznań University of Life
Sciences to Poznań University of
Economics and Adam Mickiewicz
University, just to name a few) are well
recognized in Poland and abroad. Due to
such a number of universities, Poznań is
believed to be what may be called
“students’ city.” This means that students
make up a major part of Poznań’s
population. They are not Poznaniaks,
though, and, thanks to that, they can be
easily encouraged to leave the city.
Therefore, in order to ease the public
transportation and over-crowdedness of
the city, some universities have consented
to give students two weeks off while the
Conference is in full bloom.
Step 2 – Encourage students to help out
In order to make sure the relevant flow
of information is secured, the city council
concluded that students, i.e. not only
university students that are going to stay,
but also high school students, can play a
major role in the organization of the
Conference. Student volunteers are
responsible for the information processing
and guest transportation, among other
things. Teams of up to 15 people are
placed all over the city to arrange various
meetings, to help guests find their way out
through the city, or simply to inform
about the current program of the
Conference. This is a perfect chance for
students to use their language skills and
partake in the organization of the
international event.
Step 3 – Organize city planning and
transportation
Since the Conference’s theme is
climate, it is in the city’s interest to really
show the case. An adequate way to do that
is to plan the use of various resources
reasonably and use environment-friendly
transportation. Although the Conference
is held in the center of the city, the
managing actions have been introduced
and the public information spots have
been created. Inhabitants of the city are
well aware of the city’s zones and
potential problems with transportation that
can be caused during rush hours: thus, for
instance, Poznaniaks are asked to use
public transport services. Moreover,
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