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Looking at “Hania”
By: Jadwiga Inglis
The film “Hania,” by Janusz Kamiński,
is a real masterpiece. The story is about
growing and maturing in the journey of
life, between a man and woman, shown
by Kamiński is like a poem in a very symbolic and emotional way. Being both the
cinematographer and director of this film,
as the one in charge, gave Kamiński total
freedom to explore his possibilities in the
art of cinema; and he did. He directed our
minds to what he wanted us to see. He
kept us wondering all the time. He did not
allow a prediction of the story, which
made the film much more interesting. The
title of the film “Hania,” did not reveal
anything. One must discover its mystery
by seeing it in the film. Kamiński stirred
emotions deep inside us. He made us
more sensitive, he squeezed tears from
our eyes. He painted a beautiful story with
many lights, shades and colors through his
camera work, showing symbolic loneliness, fear of change, distance, forgiveness, coming to an understanding, steps of
further transformation, and finally rebirth.
During the film, Kamiński made us reflect
and think on many psychological levels
and he challenged us in so many ways as
he was completing the painting of his
mysterious picture, beautiful to the end
with every stroke of his camera brush.
The story is poetic and universal; it could
take place anywhere in the world if
Kamiński left out a few Polish accents.
Kamiński chose Warsaw as the site of
his film. He showed unique Polish Christmas traditions including the breaking of
bread on Christmas Eve, a very symbolic
expression where we sit together once a
year to share the moment together. But
these elements (Warsaw and Christmas
Eve) were not the most important part of
the plot, yet contributed to and fulfilled
the story as a whole.
The film is an excellent mix of realism
and symbolic beauty, taking us at some
point above as Kamiński browsed with his
camera, telling the story without words in
an interesting way. Hania is a spectacular
film with its mysterious title, of which I
am choosing not to reveal one bit. You
must see the master at work. Janusz
Kamiński, you are a genius, thank you! ❒
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Receptionist X 115
Wojciech A. Wierzewski, the Editor of
the Zgoda Newspaper passed away after a
brief illiness on late Thursday evening of
December 4, 2008. The sad news was
given to the Executive Officers from his
wife Ellen on Friday morning.
Wojciech was born on June 19, 1941 in
Krakow, Poland. After graduating from
high school he attended Jagiellonian
University in Krakow (1958) went on to
Warsaw University (1963) received a
Master Degree in Polish Language, then
in 1974 honored with a PHD degree for
Literature and film.
In 1979, he moved to the United States
where he taught Polish, Polish Culture
and film at Indiana University
(Bloomington, IN) Governor’s State
University (Chicago), Loyola University
(Chicago) Ohio State University
(Columbus, Ohio), Minnesota State
University (Minneapolis, Minnesota),
DePaul University (Chicago), and Illinois
State University (Chicago). He taught
Polish Culture Courses in Rome, Italy for
a summer course at a University from
1990-1993.
In 1985, Wojciech was hired by
President Aloysius Mazewski and the
Executive Board to be the Editor in Chief
of the Zgoda Newspaper. The last issue he
completed was the December 15, 2008
edition.
Mr. Wierzewski was columnist for
many Polish Language Newspapers that
he would write articles for, including,
„Gwiazda Polarna” in Stevens Point,
Wisconsin, „Nowy Dziennik” and
„Tygodnik Nowojorski” both in New
York, „Dziennik Zwiazkowy” in Chicago
and “Relax Magazine.” He was the author
of two books published in the Polish
Language in 2002 „Pegaż Za Oceanem”
and „Polskie Chicago.” Wojciech had a
radio show on WPNA Radio called
„Kalejdoskop and dialog 2000.”
Wojciech was very active in many
Polish organizations and was President
and Vice President of the Kościuszko
Foundation in Chicago. He was awarded
with many recognitions for his works and
activities with Organizations in the United
States and Poland.
He is the loving husband of Ellen
(Abramczyk) Wierzewski and loving
father of Katherine (Ron) Keith, and dear
grandfather of Ammar Anthony and
Jordan Patrick Keith, fond brother of
Małgorzata (Kazimierz) Wilk and
Krysztof (Anna) Wierzewski.
(Editor’s note: Our condolences to the
Wierzewski family. Wojciech introduced
us to his wife while she was in charge of a
big Polish carnival in Chicago. Wojciech
was always generous with his time when
we visited Chicago. We shall miss him!
Betsy and Marty Cepielik) ❒
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