
 

 

POLAM  
Federal Credit Union 

 
 

180 Punktów usługowych w Kaliforni 
 

 

Pożyczki 
 

Domowe, Samochodowe i Personalne 

Wysokoprocentowane konta 

Terminowe i emerytalne 
 

Bezpłatne konta obrotowe 

Całodobowe informacje telefoniczne 
 

589 N. Larchmont - Los Angeles 

1700 N. Tustin St. - Orange 

(800) 404-5137 

 

Please support the 

businesses that 

advertise  
in the  

News of Polonia 
They support our  

Polish Community 

 

Zakład Pogrzebowy 
(323) 681-0776  -  (626) 793-7159  

 

Oferujemy pełen zakres usług 

związanych ze zgonem. Przygotowanie 

pogrzebu, możliwość kremacji zwłok. 

Msza pogrzebowa w języku polskim, 

pogrzeb na polskim cmentarzu, stypa. 

Zawiadom nas, a my zajmiemy się 

przygotowaniami i formalnościami. 
 

Cabot & Sons Mortuary 
Catholic Funeral Directors  

Serving the community since 1921 
 

We offer funeral arrangements with  

Mass in the Polish language,  

cremation or burial at a gravesite in the 

Polish section of a cemetery.    

 

Consulate General 
Republic of Poland in Los Angeles 

website:www.PolishConsulateLA.com 

(310) 442-8500 
 

Consul General 

Paulina Kapuścińska     ext. 109 

e-mail: mailing.list@consulplla.org 
 

Culture, Science Education, 

Public Affairs 

Consul   position to be filled   ext.  108 

e-mail: culture@consulplla.org 
 

Administration and Finances 

Consul Małgorzata Kopeć  ext. 104, 105 

e-mail: admin@consulplla.org 
 

Passports/Visas/Citizenship Section 

Consul  Marzena Gronostajska 

ext. 103, 106 

e-mail: visapascit@consulplla.org 
 

Legal Affairs/Consular Protection 

Consul Wojciech Bergier   ext. 102, 

e-mail: legal@consulplla.org 
 

Economic and Trade Division 

 www.wehusa.gov.pl 
 

Receptionist  X 115 

 

Please send articles  

about your  

Polish Organization 

To the  
 

News of Polonia  

Arizona 
New homes from  

$180,000.00 
With small down  

payments 
 

√  Free Consultations  

√  Free services for buyers 

√  We’ll help you find the best  

Available loan for your budget 
 

Stan Żarkowski  
Realtor 

 

Office (623) 298-2404  

Cell (623) 512-7336  
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Valerian Soltes 
Attorney  

Living Trusts - Probate  

Bankruptcy 

Personal Injury 

Collections 
 

30011 Ivy Glenn Drive - Suite 203 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

949/363-0106 
E-mail: vsoltes@solteslaw.com 

 

Slovak, Czech, Polish, English 

History textbooks now portray him as a 

great leader who industrialised the Soviet 

Union and saved it from the Nazis, rather 

than as one of the 20th century‟s biggest 

mass murderers. 

   Human rights groups said they were 

dismayed by the attack on Memorial. 

„This outrageous police raid shows the 

poisonous climate for non-governmental 

organisations in Russia,‟ said Allison Gill, 

director of Human Rights Watch in 

Moscow, said. „This is an overt attempt 

by the Russian government ... to silence 

critical voices.‟ 

   Staff at Memorial said it was unclear 

whether they would get their data back. 

The archive had been stored on hard 

drives and CDs. „All these years of work 

are now in the hands of investigators and 

we do not know when and in what 

condition it will be returned,‟ staff 

member Yuri Rybakov said. He added: 

„This is an act of repression against our 

organisation.‟ 

   A spokesman for the Russian prosecutor 

general‟s investigative unit said that the 

raid was part of an investigation into an 

article that incited racial hatred published 

in the Novy Peterburg newspaper in June 

2007. Memorial insists that it has no 

connection with either the article or its 

author. 
 

(Editor‟s note – Information sent to me by 

a member of the Kresy-Sybiraki group.)   
❒ 
 

__________ 

anti-Stalin archive from 6 
 

in Leningrad‟. He said he believed the 

raid was „a serious challenge to freedom 

of expression‟ in Russia: „It is part of a 

campaign to rewrite Soviet history and 

rehabilitate the Stalinist regime.‟ 

   Memorial is Russia‟s oldest and best-

known human rights organisation. It has 

pioneered research into Soviet-era 

repression and collaborated with Figes on 

his latest book, which was published last 

year, by interviewing dozens of elderly 

survivors of Stalinism and recording their 

personal accounts of life under tyranny. 

   The Whisperers: Private Lives in 

Stalin‟s Russia includes gripping 

testimonies of ordinary Russians who 

were children in the 1930s. It details their 

cramped living conditions, the fear of 

informers and the abrupt disappearance of 

parents, many of whom never returned 

from Stalin‟s camps. 

   „We were brought up to keep our 

mouths shut ... We went through life 

afraid to talk,‟ one woman, whose father 

was arrested in 1936, told the historian. 

„Our mother used to say that every other 

person was an informer. We were afraid 

of our neighbours, and especially of the 

police. Even today, if I see a policeman I 

shake with fear.‟ 

   The book also recounts improbable tales 

of survival. In many cases, the children of 

arrested parents were split up and sent to 

different orphanages. Heroically, 

grandparents tried to track their 

grandchildren down. Some succeeded, 

with families eventually reunited; others 

did not. 

   Children of „enemies of the people‟ also 

developed strategies for survival, lying 

about their parents‟ arrest and inventing 

fake biographies. Others wrote faithfully 

to their parents in camps - only to 

discover on their return that they had been 

unable to communicate with each other. 

   Figes estimates that between 1928, 

when Stalin seized control of the 

Communist party, and his death in 1953, 

the dictator repressed at least 25 million 

people - an eighth of the Soviet Union‟s 

population. His victims were executed, 

sent to gulags, deported or forced to work 

as slave labourers. 

   Last night, Figes - who is also the author 

of an acclaimed book on the Russian 

revolution, A People‟s Tragedy - said that 

police had carted off all the material used 

in The Whisperers. „Luckily I have 

copies, and the originals of the sound 

recordings [interviews],‟ he said. 

   The St Petersburg centre is not 

connected to the human rights work of the 

organisation in Moscow, which has 

angered the Kremlin with its regular 

reports on abuses in Chechnya and has 

also recently carried out an independent 

investigation into the war in Georgia. 

None the less, the centre‟s work has been 

at odds with official attempts - which are 

supported by Russia‟s nationalists and 

communists - to rehabilitate Stalin. 

Reversing Poles: how 

Poland brought its 

workers home  
 

   An article by Ashley Seager in the 

guardian.co.uk website reports... With 

Britain tumbling into its deepest recession 

since the early 1980s, it is small wonder 

that so many Poles are heading home. 

   The Polish economy – now the world‟s 

20th largest – is proving a lot more 

resilient to the financial crisis than 

Britain's, mainly because its banking 

system is not riddled with the toxic 

material that has poisoned the UK‟s once-

mighty banks. And it is attracting former 

emigres home in droves. 

   “We really welcome these people home 

who have been working in Britain and 

Ireland,” Aleksander Grad, the country‟s 

treasury minister, told the Guardian. “In 

many cases these people who left were 

educated to degree level, often by the state 

at no cost, and it was a loss to the Polish 

economy.” 

   It has been estimated that of Poland‟s 38 

million people, one million have made 

their way to Britain and Ireland in the past 

five years. About 6% of the workforce left 

in a very short space of time – and they 

were generally young, motivated and well 

educated. 

   “We have suffered labour shortages 

because of this,” said Grad. “But now 

they are helping stabilise the labour 

market. We had seen wages rising very 

fast.” 

   It was no surprise that young people 

who left Poland for a few years would 

come back once they had made some 

money. But the decision to return has 

been helped by the downturn in the 

British economy and the relative 

robustness of the Polish economy. 

   The fall in the pound this year was also 

an important factor. “The appreciation of 

the z³oty certainly changed the calculation 

also,” said Grad. 

   He added that Dell‟s recent 

announcement that it would move 2,000 

jobs from Limerick to Poland was a “very 

good sign” for the Polish economy, 

although it was ironic because plenty of 

Poles were already working at Dell in 

Ireland. 

   Polish growth is slowing but it still 

managed about 5.5% expansion in 2008, 

much stronger than in Britain. The 

government is still forecasting growth of 

more than 3% in 2009. Britain‟s economy 

is set to contract by up to 3%. 

Ambassador Rey from 1 
 

Clinton appointed Rey as the US 

ambassador to Poland in 1993.  

   That was a heady period when 

everything seemed possible. A few years 

earlier, Poland had dumped communism 

in a peaceful Solidarity-led revolution 

which touched off the collapse of one 

Soviet-backed regime after another across 

the European continent. A short while 

later the Soviet Union itself had ceased to 

exist.  

   During his ambassadorship in Warsaw, 

Poland was building a parliamentary 

democracy and making a bid to join 

NATO, and Rey used every opportunity 

to serve his ancestral homeland with his 

expertise and enthusiasm. Poland 

rewarded his efforts by decorating him 

with the Commodore’s Cross of Polonia 

Restituta. 

   Rey returned to Washington after his 

term as ambassador ended in 1997, but he 

did not abandon his interest and 

involvement in Polish affairs. He was 

among the founders of the American-

Polish Advisory Council, a group 

lobbying in favor of Polish interests, 

where he worked together with Gen. 

Edward Równy and Mark Brzeziński. 

When the Polish-American Enterprise 

Fund set up the Polish-American Freedom 

Foundation PAFF) in 2000, Rey was 

among its leaders. 

   In a message of condolence, the Polish-

American Freedom Foundation said it 

owed him a great debt of gratitude. “As a 

member of its Board of Directors, he 

always served it with his extensive 

knowledge and experience and was 

personally involved in many of its 

projects even at the most difficult times of 

his life. We always thought highly of his 

wisdom, counsel and friendship and will 

miss him dearly.” 

   In one of his last interviews, Rey said: 

“The older I get, the more Polish I feel.” 

He died of lung cancer in his home in 

Washington’s Georgetown section, 

survived by his wife Louisa and three 

grown children. His funeral is due to be 

held at Georgetown’s Holy Trinity 

Church on Friday, January 30 at 11 AM.   
❒ 

 

__________ 
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