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Arizona 
New homes from  

$180,000.00 
With small down  

payments 
 

√  Free Consultations  

√  Free services for buyers 

√  We’ll help you find the best  

Available loan for your budget 
 

Stan Żarkowski  
Realtor 

 

Office (623) 298-2404  

Cell (623) 512-7336  

I am seeking to establish 

contact with my first cousin who 

lives in the LA area and has not 

been heard from since August 

2008. His sister, living in 

Germany, is frantic. He did not 

make contact over the 

Christmas Holidays, which he 

never failed to do before.  
 

Here are Jarek’s particulars: 
 

Name:        (goes by Jarek) 

Wladyslaw Jaroslaw Kawalkowski  

DOB: Dec. 25, 1959 

Marital Status: Single 

Citizenship: Poland,  

permanent US resident 

Occupation: Long-haul truck driver 

Last known address: 11637 Cherry Ave., 

Fontana CA 92337 
 

If anyone has any information,  

please e-mail ted@mirecki.us 

Thank you. 

-Ted Mirecki, McLean VA 
 

OR... you can call the News of Polonia 

if you have information abut Jarek 

(626) 577-9797 

Poland becomes 

disenchanted with  

lop-sided alliance 
 

   An article written by Jan Cieński which 

was published on January 15, 2009 in the 

Financial Time FT.com website (United 

Kingdom) tells about... The village of 

Wróblowki in the mountains of southern 

Poland may not be an obvious barometer 

of Polish-US relations, but with one-third 

of the residents having decamped to the 

US, the ties between the village and the 

superpower are strong. 

   However, they are not getting any 

stronger. The flow of migrants who had 

left looking for well-paid jobs in the US 

has almost dried up. 

   “A lot fewer people are leaving than 

before,” says Grażyna Otreba, the mayor 

of the village of 400. “Now when people 

look for work they think of places like 

Sweden, Denmark and Belgium.” 

   When Barack Obama is sworn in as the 

US president, he will find a Poland that is 

still one of the most pro-American 

countries in Europe, but one where the 

ties that had bound the two nations 

together are less prominent as Poland 

gains confidence and experience within 

the European Union. 

   The relationship is lopsided, with 

security issues trumping almost 

everything else. Economically, the US is 

only the sixth-largest investor in Poland 

and is not one of its top 10 trading 

partners. 

   “Security has traditionally been the axis 

around which the US-Polish relationship 

has revolved,” says Pawel Zalewski, a 

member of the Polish parliament's foreign 

relations committee. 

   Poland has traditionally looked to the 

US as a counterweight to Russia, and one 

less tainted by the wartime betrayal that 

saw Poland become a Soviet satellite. 

After regaining its independence in 1989, 

the US was central in getting Poland 

admitted to Nato. A symbol of the 

security ties binding the two was the 2002 

decision to spend $3.5bn (€2.6bn, £2.4bn) 

on 48 US-made F-16 fighters. 

   The relationship between the two 

countries became even closer under the 

presidency of George W. Bush, 

particularly following his decision to 

invade Iraq in 2003. Polish special forces 

took part in the original attack, joining the 

British and Australians as the only US 

allies on the ground from the start of the 

war. 

   That decision made Poland’s stock soar 

in Washington. “When I came to 

Washington, my ambition was to have as 

much influence as Norway,” said a senior 

Polish diplomat stationed in Washington 

in 2003. “But after Iraq, the Norwegians 

looked at us and drooled.” 

   Warsaw has continued to look to the US 

for security, agreeing to host part of the 

US missile defence shield on its territory. 

Not coincidentally, the agreement was 

signed in August during the Russian 

invasion of Georgia. 

   “Poland was seeking tangible proof of 

an American and Nato presence in 

Poland. The idea was to show Russia that 

Poland is strongly anchored in the western 

alliance,” says Eugeniusz Smolar, head of 

the Center for International Relations, a 

think-tank. 

   But there is a sense of disenchantment 

in Poland with the Polish-US relationship. 

   The most visible sign is that Poles still 

need visas to enter the US. The US 

embassy is one of the few in Warsaw 

where lines of people wait patiently in the 

snow and rain for an appointment with an 

official. 

   “The visa issue has diminished support 

for the US,” admits a US diplomat. 

   Perhaps the most bitter feelings have 

come over Iraq. Hopes that Poland would 

win lucrative contracts for the 

reconstruction  were  dashed,   and  Polish  

 

officials became increasingly  bitter  about  

the invasion  when  no  weapons  of  mass    

destruction were found. 

   “It caused problems for us loyal US 

allies,” says Aleksander Kwaśniewski, the 

former Polish president. 

   Poland has also been subjected to 

European investigations over allegations 

the US had a secret prison on Polish 

territory where prisoners may have been 

tortured, something all Polish 

governments have denied. 

   The current government of Donald 

Tusk, the prime minister, pulled the last 

Polish troops out of Iraq last year, but 

Poland retains a robust presence in 

Afghanistan. 

   While Mr. Bush was not the pariah in 

Poland that he was in some west 

European countries, there is an 

expectation that Mr. Obama will be less 

controversial, which should make it easier 

for Poland to continue its close 

relationship with the US without causing 

friction with its European partners. 

   “For Poland the United States is the 

most important ally,” Mr. Tusk said in a 

recent FT interview. 

   This is the first in a series looking at 

Barack Obama’s challenges in Europe.   ❒ 

 

__________ 

Poland scraps plan to 

expand Afghan force 
h t t p : / / w w w . t h e n e w s . c o m . p k /

daily_detail.asp?id=162721 
 

   An article in the website, International 

The News dated February 15 states… 

Despite earlier plans, Poland will not 

expand its 1,600-strong contingent in 

Afghanistan because of budget cuts linked 

to the global economic crisis, the defence 

minister was quoted as saying on 

Saturday.  

   Earlier this month Defence Minister 

Bogdan Klich said Poland would 

withdraw troops from peacekeeping 

missions in Chad, Lebanon and the Golan 

Heights as part of the centre-right 

government’s plan to cut budget spending 

by 19.7 billion zlotys. He had said in 

January that Poland, which joined Nato  in 
 

Poland’s Afghan Force to page 10 


