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Andre Rieu’s Faux Pas
embarrasses PBS and
the Netherlands
Contact: Frank Milewski
PAC anti-Bigotry Committee
(718) 263-2700 - Ext. 105
pacdny@verizon.net
Wilkes-Barre, PA … He‟s charming,
suave and debonair. His is a warm and
winning smile. He directs his musicians
and dancers with an impressive display of
old world elegance that captivates every
audience for which he performs.
No one would dispute he represents the
quintessential continental. It‟s no wonder
the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS)
chose Maestro Andre Rieu to project a
sense of class and quality that would
exemplify the high standards of television
programming PBS claims it offers the
American public.
Even more important for every station
in the PBS network, Rieu‟s fans are
willing to come up with generous
donations whenever PBS tapes his
performances and appeals for
contributions when it airs them
afterwards.
Unfortunately, PBS just discovered that
this goldmine it owns appears to have an
inherent flaw. During his current concert
tour of the United States, Mr. Rieu was
unable to resist the compulsion to display
some old world bigotry against the Polish
people when he performed in WilkesBarre last month.
Two of his most ardent followers in that
city were Rev. Dr. Czesław Kuliczkowski
and his wife Donna. Rev. Kuliczkowski is
affiliated with the Scranton-based Polish
National Catholic Church which separated
from the Roman Catholic Church a
century ago.
Rev. Kuliczkowski‟s family lived
through the German Nazi and Russian
Communist occupation of Poland in
World War II. He is proud of his
grandmother‟s efforts in sheltering Jews
during that violent period.
But the admiration the Kuliczkowskis
held for Rieu ended abruptly that evening
after the maestro‟s “warm and friendly
smile turned into a snotty grin” during a
skit in which he ridiculed the Polish
people. They walked out immediately,
disappointed and disillusioned with Rieu‟s
cheap shot against their ethnic group. “We
enjoy a good joke but not a degrading
insult,” they said.
As Mrs. Kuliczkowski reported, “a
number of female cast members walked
onto the stage in Dutch folk costumes.
One of the women appeared to act
stupidly. She had her hat on backwards
and was acting in a comedic way. Rieu
walked over to her, readjusted her hat,
turned to the audience and said „she‟s
from Poland.‟”
Rev. Kuliczkowski had good reason to
feel insulted. “My family took a lot of
abuse from the German Nazis and the
Russian Communists when they occupied
Poland. We never expected such a
putdown from a Dutchman like Mr. Rieu.
We object to anyone who promotes
prejudice among our ethnic groups,” he
said.
The Kuliczkowskis had no intention of
keeping such objections to themselves.
They considered this not only a local
matter but an international one as well.
They alerted various PBS stations and the
Anti-Bigotry Committee of the Polish
American Congress about Rieu‟s antics.
As evidence of how intensely they felt
about Rieu‟s brazen insult, they also
wrote to the Queen of the Netherlands and
to the mayor of Maastricht, the city in the
Netherlands from where Rieu comes.
Since Rieu makes constant references to
his hometown and native country, the
Kuliczkowskis wanted these two Dutch
officials to know just how some
Americans feel and about how Rieu
misrepresents theNetherlands.
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Polish Catholic
Survivors recall the day
Auschwitz began
Contact: Frank Milewski
Holocaust Documentation Committee
(718) 263-2700 – Ext. 105
pacdny@verizon.net
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Brooklyn, N.Y. … June 14th was
observed as Flag Day in America. In
Poland, the date was remembered as the
day in 1940 that Hitler and his Nazis
opened the gate of Auschwitz to receive
the first inmates – 728 Polish prisoners
they transported from Tarnów, Poland.
Rev. Janusz Lipski (far right) of St.
Hedwig‟s Church in Floral Park and
Chaplain of the Long Island Chapter of
the Polish American Congress joined
three former Auschwitz prisoners to mark
the infamous anniversary.
Shown with him are (from left to right)
Andrew Garczyński; Michael Preisler and
Walter Kołodziejek who participated in a
special commemoration held at the Polish
American Congress.
Mr. Kołodziejek was one of the earliest
prisoners condemned to Auschwitz
arriving there in August, 1940, just two
months after the first transport of Poles.
Mr. Preisler came in October, 1941 and
Mr. Garczyński in 1943.
Mr. Kołodziejek was also one of the
first prisoners to be used by Auschwitz
doctors for human experiments.
By the time Auschwitz was liberated in
1945, Jews represented the largest group
murdered there. Polish Christians were the
second largest.
It was ironic that, just a week earlier, a
Holocaust Memorial Park in Brooklyn
honoring only Jews added five more
groups as the other victims of the
Holocaust: homosexuals, Jehovah‟s
Witnesses, the disabled, political prisoners
and Gypsies. Polish Catholics were
disregarded.
That came as no surprise to Michael
Preisler who helped form the Holocaust
Documentation Committee of the Polish
American Congress because of repeated
refusals to acknowledge the Polish and
Catholic victims. “Unfortunately, there‟s
an ugly anti-Polish and anti-Catholic bias
that keeps on showing up among a lot of
Holocaust writers and people in the
media. They twist the Holocaust as a way
to express their prejudice,” he said. ❒
__________
So far, the local PBS station
acknowledged their complaint. The
Queen has not yet formulated an
appropriate response to this
embarrassing incident. However, the
Mayor of Rieu‟s home town was quick
to grasp the distress of the two
Americans and promptly answered with
an apology for Rieu‟s insensitivity. “I
am sure there must have been some
misunderstanding. I apologize for that,”
he wrote. The mayor also noted that the
Dutch still thank the Polish army for
liberating them in World War II.
As for the executives who run the
whole PBS network, “now‟s the time for
them to live up to their high standards.
By doing nothing, they allow bigotry to
flourish.” the Kuliczkowskis said. ❒

Berlin exhibit traces
German-Polish ties on
anniversary of Nazi
invasion
The Second World War began with the
Nazi invasion of Poland on Sept. 1, 1939.
Nearly 70 years later, a new exhibit in
Berlin's German Historical Museum
focuses on the rocky history of GermanPolish ties.
An article in the DW-WORLD.DE
(DEUTSCHE WELLE) website tells of…
Around 750 photographs, documents,
works of art and other historical items many from personal collections - go on
display in Berlin on Thursday, May 28.
Organized in memory of the beginning
of the Nazi plan of eastward expansion,
the exhibit highlights their 1939 invasion
via Gdansk as well as the brutal Nazi
occupation of Poland through 1945.
The exhibit begins by examining ties
between the neighbors in the 18th century,
when present-day Poland was partitioned
between Russia, Prussia and Austria, and
continues to after World War II, looking
at the expulsion of Germans from Poland
after 1945, Cold War relations and recent
reconciliation efforts.
Different takes on history
The way history is viewed and taught in
both countries has differed dramatically but is also a key factor in encouraging
reconciliation.
“The Poles concentrate on the battles
that took place in Poland during World
War II, on the fight within Poland against
Hitler‟s Germany and on the other
theaters of war," historian Michael
Mueller told Deutsche Welle.” And of
course they‟re concerned with the
suffering of the Polish people.
“When they think of war crimes, the
Germans are mainly concerned with the
crimes of the Soviet Union, but of course
also with the Holocaust and their own
suffering,” he added.
Mueller has led a joint German-Polish
school text book committee for the past
10 years. He said Polish school books
always contained a lot of information
about Germany, even if it wasn‟t always
correct. The bigger problem, however,
was that Poland was often not even
mentioned at all in German text books.
To correct that, Mueller‟s committee
has made recommendations on what
should be included in school books in
both countries and prepared materials for
teachers to use in class.
Similarities waiting to be discovered
Another effective approach to
reconciliation has been exchange
programs that allow Germans to visit
Poland and vice versa.
Johannes Hering, a 20-year-old from
Germany, said he‟s enthusiastic about
getting to know Poland and also about
helping other Germans appreciate their
neighbor to the east.
He has spent time in Poland caring for a
few of the 18,000 Holocaust survivors,
now in their 80s, who live in the country,
and is considering returning to Poland to
study.
“You have to work on finding out what
you have in common,” said Hering.
“Germany and Poland have a common
history that is full of suffering. But it‟s
also important to find similarities that help
you look toward the future.”
Readiness to forgive
Poland‟s former foreign minister
W³adys³aw Bartoszewski knows about
suffering. He was 17 when World War II
broke out and later spent one year as a
concentration camp prisoner in
Auschwitz. Yet he has continually been
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This Auschwitz survivor
not welcome at N.Y. City
Holocaust Memorial –
He’s Polish and he’s a
Catholic
Contact: Frank Milewski,
PAC Holocaust Documentation
Committee
(718) 263-2700 - Ext. 105
Brooklyn, N.Y. It came as no surprise to
Michael Preisler when a New York City
newspaper quoted a state assemblyman
who argued that a Holocaust Memorial
Park in Brooklyn should honor only Jews.
City officials sparked the controversy
when they approved a bid to place
markers in the park commemorating the
non-Jewish victims of the Holocaust.
Designated to be in that group were
homosexuals, Jehovah‟s Witnesses, the
disabled, political prisoners and Gypsies.
“As usual, great care was taken to avoid
specific descriptions like „Polish‟ or
„Catholic‟ for that list,” said Michael
Preisler of Richmond Hill who survived
more than three years as a prisoner of
Hitler‟s SS in Auschwitz.
He also survived the bloody January,
1945 Death March out of Auschwitz after
the Germans gave the order to evacuate
the prisoners and transfer them to other
German camps in Austria.
It was ironic that a matter like the
Brooklyn park came up just as Preisler‟s
Holocaust Documentation Committee of
the Polish American Congress was in the
process of planning to commemorate the
anniversary of the June 14, 1940 opening
of Auschwitz when the first transport of
728 Polish prisoners arrived that day.
Auschwitz was originally intended for
the Polish people, according to Preisler
who was sent there in October, 1941. For
the first two years of its existence, most of
the prisoners in Auschwitz were Polish
Christians.
“It was still like that when I got there,”
he said. Mass transports of Jews began
only after the Nazis devised the „Final
Solution‟ at the Wannsee Conference in
January, 1942. By the time the war ended,
the largest group murdered there were
Jews. Poles were the second largest.
Preisler emphasized that Jews and
Poles shared a similar existence.
“We got the same treatment. We wore
the same uniforms. We ate the same food.
We slept in the same barracks. Anyone of
us could be shot dead, anytime, at any
whim of any SS-guard,” he said.
Efforts to compare and differentiate the
suffering of the victims were not as
prevalent in past years as they are now.
Preisler still recalls how joint memorial
services were originally conducted by
lighting eleven candles: six for the six
million Jews and five for the so-called
“others” of which Polish Christians were
the most numerous.
As age and death began to take their toll
on the survivors and fewer remained who
knew the facts and could tell the complete
story, the observances slowly drifted away
from the usual ceremony and only six
candles were lighted while the rest were
omitted.
“Then the media started to portray us as
mere by-standers who looked on and did
nothing while someone else was suffering
or dying. Sometimes we were even
accused of being the perpetrators despite
the fact Israel‟s Yad Vashem honors the
Polish people as the ones who rescued
Jews more than anyone else.”
Preisler visits many schools and tells the
children about the magnitude of the
Holocaust and how so many different
people became its victims. “Those who
hate rarely are able to limit their hatred to
just one group,” he says. ❒
__________

