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Poland’s most celebrated literary figure,
Henryk Sienkiewicz, then spoke about the
role and responsibility of a storyteller and
epic novelist in capturing the essence of a.
nation’s history, illuminating, a people
and their land. He described the richness
of Poland’s history, the resilience of it’s
people, and the lessons to be learned from
the past-if we are to succeed as a
civilization.
There was a brief exchange between the
guests, and some interaction with the
audience; with some new perspectives on
history and how it influences today’s
thinking and perhaps ideas for the future.
All agreed that the discussion could go on
until the morning with no loss of things to
talk about. Perhaps more to be continued
another time?
According to Mr. Ettinger, who wrote
and produced the program, and acted as
moderator under his ancestral and alterego name, Andrzej Poznański, the idea of
gathering a group of famed Poles together
was basically to celebrate Poland’s great
heritage, and to remind us all of our
accomplished leaders in every field of
human endeavor. “For a nation that has
been so relentlessly attacked and
bombarded by enemy forces--and even
wiped off the map for a century--Poland
has endured and triumphed in so many
ways ... through patience, persistence,
courage, skill, brilliance and hard work.
We have met five outstanding Poles
tonight. In previous years we also met
Pope John Paul II, King Poniatowski,
Copernicus, Madame Curie, Paderewski,
Kościuszko, Bishop Goślicki, Helena
Modjeska, and others. Through these
presentations we hope to remind all of the
major contributions Poland has made to
Western Civilization.”
PAC President Rich Wideryński then
gave an Invocation and all were invited
into the dining room for dinner and
dancing. The delicious Polish menu was
prepared by the inimitable Teresa Turek.
Music for dancing was directed by Dave
Miron, The Krakusy Polk Dance
Ensemble performed with great energy
and class.
Later in the evening President
Wideryński presented Paulina
Kapuścińska, Consul General, Republic of
Poland in Los Angeles, with a
Congratulatory Certificate of
Appreciation for her work here over the
last 5 years.
Vladek Juszkiewicz was then given the
2009 Polestar Award by Andrew
Ettinger...”for his incredible achievement
as founder and Director of The Polish
Film Festival for the past 10 years.”
The many guests in vintage costumes
and authentic Polish folk dress made for a
colorful evening of merriment and good
conversation.
Before closing, the real-life individuals
who played their historical characters so
admirably were introduced: Dr. Wojciech
Kocyan (as Chopin) is a noted concert
pianist and Professor of Piano at Loyola-
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Marymount University. He has performed in Europe, Japan, Africa, Canada and many
other places. He is Artistic Director of The Paderewski Music Society. (In last-year’s
program he played the role of Paderewski). Dr. Leon Waszak (General Sikorski) is
Professor of Western Civilization at Glendale Community College. He is the author of a
major book on General Sikorski and Winston Churchill during their WWII years. He has
also been a consultant for the National Endowment for The Humanities.
Elizabeth Rudziński (Sendler) was born near Warsaw, and received a Master’s degree
in Linguistics from Warsaw University. For the past 20 years she has been Director of the
Polish School in Yorba Linda. Chris Ciesiółkiewicz Kolski (Kolbe) was also born in
Poland. He is a graduate of UCLA, with a degree in Electrical Engineering. He was
President of the PAC for ten years (1982-1992).
Konrad T. Wilk (Sienkiewicz), is a Polish American poet, writer, photographer and
filmmaker. His directorial debut was “Garden of Delights,” which he also wrote and
produced. He currently has three film projects underway, and has just finished his first
novel, “The Myth of Kathrione.”
Andrew Ettinger is a literary and media consultant. He had a 30-year career as book
editor and publishing executive with such firms as Prentice-Hall, Pocket Books, and
Simon & Schuster. He is a graduate of Boston University, and was formerly a photo-
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Information: (626) 577-9797

journalist and magazine writer. He is
currently at work on several books and
film projects.
EDITOR’S NOTE:
Additional credit should be given to
other PAC members who put forth their
efforts on this event. Richard Wideryński
and Marty Cepielik acted as co-chairs of
the Ball. Teresa Dudzick and her
committee of Regina Sikora, Grace
Małolepsza, and Natalia Kamińska were
responsible for the elegant table settings,
flowers, and other decorations. Grace
Małolepsza and Natalia Kamińska did the
mailing of the invitations. Andrew
Ettinger was responsible for the lovely
printed programs and invitations. Ed
Sentowski and Irene Ujda led the group in
the opening Polonnaise. Grace
Małolepsza, Betsy Cepielik, and Marta
Szumańska welcomed guests at the door.
Martin Cheeseborough and his crew from
the Media Aid Center handled the sound
system and photography. Marty Cepielik
was the liaison with the Pasadena Elks
Lodge. All worked hard to put the Ball
together. Andrew Ettinger again produced
a fantastic show ❒
__________
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