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Massachusetts - First
State to Declare Polish
American Congress Day
On December 10 Dean Anthony Bajdek,
President of the Polish American
Congress of Eastern Massachusetts and
National Vice President of Polish Affairs,
added yet another hallmark achievement
under Massachusetts General laws when
the Massachusetts Senate and House of
Representatives enacted Bill H.3035 to
create another Chapter 6 law, under
Section 15MMMMM – Polish American
Congress Day.
The related text reads: “The governor
shall annually issue a proclamation setting
apart October thirtieth as Polish American
Congress Day, in recognition of the
capacity of the Polish American Congress
established in 1944 to represent the
domestic and international concerns of
citizens of Polish descent at both the state
and federal levels of government in the
United States, and recommending that
said day be observed in an appropriate
manner by the people.”
Prior to this, four statutory Polonia and
Poland-related observances existed under
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 6:
Anniversary of the Death of Pu³aski,
Polish Constitution Day, Tadeusz
Koœciuszko Day, and Polish American
Heritage Month. Each of the foregoing
had been the work of the PAC of
Massachusetts in concert with the
Massachusetts legislature which enacted
them and the governors who approved
them post - 1945 and into the 1990s.
Bajdek has spoken about this theme
from Boston to Chicago and Buffalo to
Hartford on “Ensuring National
Leadership for Polish Americans in the
21st Century.” This time he chose to honor
the Polish American Congress, which is a
totally unprecedented achievement in the
history of Polish Americans in the United
States.
Massachusetts has 165 Chapter 6 laws,
26 which were driven by interested ethnic
groups. Bajdek points out that Polish
Americans in Massachusetts initiated and
achieved more Chapter 6 laws than any
other ethnic group in the state. The totals
are: Polish Americans – 5, Franco
Americans – 3, Italian Americans – 3,
Armenian Americans – 2, Irish Americans
– 2, and Native Americans – 2. Other
ethnic groups have only achieved one
such law apiece.
Polish Americans in Massachusetts are
unique when it comes to Chapter 6 laws.
Dean Bajdek is the driving force, but
acknowledges that Polish American
Congress Day would not have become a
reality without the help of Representative
John Scibak of the 2nd Hampshire District.
Bajdek states that “Nothing is
impossible if strategically planned and
executed.” He urges support of your
Polish American Congress by joining
your local Division and working to make
a difference for the benefit of Polonia. ❒

Polish Survivors add
solemn note to PAC’s
Annual Christmas party
Polish American Congress Opłatek Luncheon
By: Betsy Cepielik

L. - Marysia Liskowska, Jadwiga Narębska, Alicia Lądowicz, Chris Lądowicz,
V.P. Rich Wideryński, Henryka Cybulska, Stanisław Kazimierz Cybulski

On January 3 the Polish American Congress of Southern California held their annual
Opłatek Luncheon at the Quiet Cannon Golf Course Banquet Room in Montebello. The
room was beautifully decorated with a Christmas tree and table decorations by Teresa
Dudzick.
Guests enjoyed the herring appetizers, followed by Father Marek Ciesielski of the Our
Lady of the Bright Mount Church in Los Angeles giving the Luncheon Blessing. Next
was the traditional sharing of the opłatek. A delicious meal was enjoyed by all.
Teresa Dudzick organized a very successful raffle of numerous donated gifts, including
$200 and $100 donations from PolAm Credit Union. The $200 was won by Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Sowa, who donated $100 of it back to the PAC. PNA Commissioner Ania Karwan
was the recipient of the $100.
Attending the luncheon was Chris Kolski, candidate for the 30 th Congressional District
(in Los Angeles) against incumbent Joel Waxman. The district includes Santa Monica,
Beverly Hills, and parts of the San Fernando Valley. He would appreciate the support of
Polonians living in that district.
Next, PAC Vice President Richard Wideryński emceed the Polonia Award ceremony.
The first award was given posthumously to Józef Lądowicz. His grandson Chris
Ladowicz accepted the award for him. Chris’s memories of his grandfather were
eloquent. He told of how his grandfather loved Poland and instilled the love of Poland
into his family. At age 18 Józef joined the Army Krajowa and served heroically. He was
known for his extensive stamp and coin collections. Mr. Lądowicz was a very active
member and officer of PNA Lodge 700 in Los Angeles and was responsible for their
yearly Easter egg hunt, which has become a huge success and attracts over 100 children
each year. He also was very active in the “Poles in the Former USSR” Committee.
The next award was given to Mrs. Jadwiga Narębska. Her daughter Marysia Liskowska
spoke about her mother who has been a teacher in the Polish School at the Our Lady of
the Bright Mount Church for 37 years. She is also known for her poetry. Mrs. Narebska
was in the Army Krajowa and participated in the Warsaw Uprising, where she saw her
brother killed. Her mother died in Ravensbruck. She was taken to a POW Camp, and
went from Italy to England. In 1952 she came to the U.S. Henryka Łazarz, Principal of
the Polish School, presented Mrs. Narbska with a lovely bouquet of flowers.
The third award recipient was Mr. Stanksław Kazimierz Cybulski, who accepted the
award himself. In WWII he and his family were taken to Siberia, where they suffered for
several years until their release. He also was a member of General Anders’ Army. He has
worked many years for Polonia and is currently the President of the Pope John Paul II
Foundation of Southern California. He is also a poet. Mr. Cybulski thanked his wife of
almost 60 years Henryka, to whom he attributes his success, quoting the Polish proverb
“Behind every success of a man, there is a secret success of his wife,”
The event concluded with the singing of kolędy led by Michael Dutkowski. All present
agreed that this was a very enjoyable event and are looking forward to the next one.
Special recognition should be given to Teresa Dudzick for her tireless efforts. 
__________

Polish American Congress

__________

Southern California Division

Israel turns down bid to
Honor Poland’s Catholic
Nuns Rescuers

Invites you to attend our monthly meeting

By: Paul Zenon Wos
Brooklyn, N.Y. … An appeal to have
Israel’s Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial
honor the memory of 1,000 Catholic nuns
who hid and protected Jewish children
during the German occupation of Poland
in World War II was turned down by the
Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’
Remembrance Authority in Jerusalem.
The request came from Paul Wos of
Sarasota, Florida who was a citizen of
Poland at the time of the Holocaust.
Together with his parents (now deceased),
he rescued and sheltered twelve members
from two Jewish families during the

Paul Wos - Catholic Nuns to page 7

Sunday, - February 21 - 1:30
Our Lady of the Bright Mount Church Rectory
(Lower Level - door by the Grotto)

3424 W. Adams Blvd. - Los Angeles
Non-members are welcome to attend our meetings.
You can observe the projects we are working on for Polonia.
Some projects include: Catholic Archdiocese Exhibit in Anaheim, Poland
Forever presentation, Year of Chopin events, Pope Beatification plans.
The Polish American Congress has Divisions in 28 states.
If you would want to help achieve what is in the best interests of Polonia,
Please come and visit us at our next meeting.
Get involved in Polonia...
To get a PAC Mission Statement please call:

Information: (323) 240-8525 OR (626) 577-9797

Contact: Frank Milewski
pacdny@verizon.net

Brooklyn, N.Y. ... Wanda Lorenc and
Władysław Mazur (center) are
concentration camp survivors and
veterans of Poland’s Warsaw Uprising
(The Rising) of 1944. They do not
normally speak about their wartime
experiences at a Christmas party.
But with the large number of children
always present at the annual Christmas
party of the Polish American Congress,
PAC President Frank Milewski (left) and
Political Activities Chairman Chet
Szarejko (far right) invited them to spend
a few moments to tell the children what it
was like to live as a teenager in Germanoccupied Poland in
World War II.
“Holocaust studies in public schools
don’t usually accentuate the story of
Polish Catholics like Mrs. Lorenc and Mr.
Mazur. We thought our Polish American
kids should be made aware of what such
people went through,” said Szarejko, a
former history teacher on Long Island.
Both speakers were members of the
Polish Underground (Armia Krajowa}
and both were arrested by the Germans
and sent to concentration camps.
During the Uprising, Mr. Mazur
miraculously survived two German bullets
that grazed his neck and a third one that
pierced into his hip. Even a German
soldier’s rifle butt to his head was unable
to finish him off.
While a prisoner in a German
concentration camp, an SS guard kicked
Mrs. Lorenc’s face to a bloody pulp after
she threw a piece of bread to a starving
and pleading Jew. She considered herself
lucky because she could have gotten a
bullet in her head instead.
Mrs. Lorenc’s parents and a brother are
honored at Israel’s Yad Vashem as
“Righteous Among the Nations” for
rescuing and sheltering twelve Jews
during the Holocaust.
Another brother was part of an Armia
Krajowa unit which tried to blow out a
hole in the wall of the Warsaw Ghetto to
let Jews escape.
But neither this brother nor Mrs. Lorenc
were ever honored as “Righteous”
because the Jews they helped were not
around to testify that the events really
happened. Israel’s Yad Vashem does not
count anyone this way unless the rescued
Jew will validate it.
Even though Israel honors Poland as the
country with the most “Righteous,” many
Poles say that number would be many
times greater if it were not for the fact
Yad Vashem does not count any act of aid
unless the Jewish person who was aided
steps forth and confirms it.
After coming to the United States when
the war ended, Mr. Mazur centered his
efforts on working with the Maria
Konopnicka Polish Saturday School in
Brooklyn, N.Y. Many of the students
came to the Christmas celebration to
honor him and hear his testimony.
As in past years, the Polish American
Congress Christmas event was held at
Greenpoint’s Polonaise Terrace. ❒
__________

