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Chopin’s BiCentennial

National Polish-American
Sports Hall of Fame

Hostess Jane Kaczmarek led in the singing
“Happy Birthday Chopin”

John Perry

Olympic and NCAA Champion
swimmer Kristy Kowal, former Major
League Manager of the Year Danny
Ozark, and three-time Olympic tennis
medalist Jane “Peaches” Bartkowicz have
been elected into the National PolishAmerican Sports Hall of Fame. The
election of Kowal, Ozark, and Bartkowicz
brings the National Polish-American
Sports Hall of Fame roster to 119. Kowal
and Ozark were elected from the
NPASHF national ballot. Bartkowicz was
selected by the Hall’s Veterans
Committee.
Kristy Kowal, a standout swimmer for
the University of Georgia from 19972000, led the Lady Bulldogs to NCAA
Team Championships in 1999 and 2000.
She was the first woman in SEC history to
win conference titles in the 100 and 200
yard breaststroke four years in a row. A
three-time Academic All-American,
Kowal won eight individual NCAA
Championships, and in both 1999 and
2000 was named NCAA “Swimmer of the
Year.” In the 2000 Olympic Games in
Sydney, Kowal won the silver medal in
the 200 meter breaststroke. She set one
world record and eight American records,
and was the first female in U.S. history to
win a world championship in the 100
meter breaststroke. Kristy was named the
2000 NCAA Woman of the Year, a
prestigious title based upon both academic
and athletic achievement, as well as
community service.

Danny Ozark (Orzechowski) began
his managerial career in 1956, following a
playing career in the Brooklyn Dodgers
system. Ozark honed his trade under the
tutelage of Walter Alston, while serving
for eight years as a coach for the Los
Angeles Dodgers. In 1973, Ozark was
hired to manage the last-place
Philadelphia Phillies. Showing steady
improvement for three years, Ozark’s
Phillies broke through in 1976 with a club
-record 101 wins, to capture the first of
three consecutive National League East
Division Championships (1976, ’77 and
’78.) In 1976, Ozark was selected as
Major League Manager of the Year by the
Sporting News, and also earned the
Associated Press National League
Manager of the Year award. Ozark’s
career managerial record with the Phillies
stands at a solid 594-510. Danny Ozark
passed away on May 7, 2009, at the age of
85.

On February 27, 2010 the Paderewski Music
Society in cooperation with the Modjeska Art
and Culture Club hosted a wonderful celebration
in honor of Chopin’s 200th Birthday. The event
was a superb success for the Society and of
course for Chopin whose soul was
unquestionably overwhelmed by the
Alexander Suleiman
extraordinary outpour of love and devotion
expressed that night, both by the audience and by the world-class performers.
Consul General
This celebration of Chopin’s Bicentennial was also, as the honorable Consul General of the
Ambassador Joanna Kosińska-Frybes
Republic of Poland, Ambassador Joanna Kosińska-Frybes stated, an opening of the Chopin
Spoke of the history of Poland
Year along the West Coast in a cycle of a “West Side Chopin Story” of events, which would
During Chopin’s lifetime
begin a whole series of similar celebrations west of the Rockies.
The evening, hosted by actress Jane Kaczmarek featured renowned American and Polish
musicians, John Perry, Wojciech Kocyan, Alexander Suleiman, along with Priscilla and
Michael Pawlicki, Francoise Regnat, and Charles Fierro closing the evening with a world
premiere of Homage to Chopin composed specially for this celebration by Michael Pawlicki.
The devotion and joy exuded by the performers was almost palpable and the standing
ovations were well deserved.
The performances were simply exquisite. Having not only one but three very high-profile,
world-class performers on the same stage as well as other notable musicians is truly
something worth boasting. Wojciech Kocyan, piano, and Alexander Suleiman, cello, opened
the concert with Chopin’s sonata for cello and piano setting the mood for the evening as well
as inspiring awe and sheer delight with the finesse and brilliance of their performance.
Then the solo performances of Wojciech Kocyan and John Perry, playing nocturnes,
waltzes, and sonatas composed by the Great Romantic gently caressed their way into the
hearts of listeners and before anybody knew they were trapped in a wondrous new world with
no desire of ever escaping. They filled minds, hearts, and souls with beautiful torment,
exquisite rapture, fascinating mystery, and above all a transcending feeling of longing for
more and more of Chopin - his music left everybody inebriated by its grandeur.
Wojciech Kocyan
Miss Jane Kaczmarek did a beautiful job of creating a very warm and sincere atmosphere.
Vice President - Artistic Director
Paderewski Music Society
Her personable delivery of the poems written by American poets in tribute to Chopin made
the evening that much more delightful. Her own engagement rubbed off on the listeners to
the point where at the end she had the entire Zipper Hall audience of 450 singing in unison
“Happy birthday dear Chopin” while the eight hands played on two grand pianos the last
accords of this great celebration.
All proceeds from the Chopin Bicentennial celebration will go to the first American
Paderewski Piano Competition that at the end of May 2010, will take place in Thayer Hall
of The Colburn School in downtown Los Angeles. It is organized by the Paderewski Music
Society with the aim of promoting culture and classical music as well as helping the careers
of most promising young professional pianists. Especially in these economically difficult
times, the arts and the young musicians of promise need our support and protection.
The Society has received 42 applications to the Competition from pianists from 14 different
countries. They come from the most prestigious music schools and from some of the best
teachers in the world. Twenty-four contestants will be admitted to the Competition.
The Society has raised about thirty thousand dollars towards the cost of the Competition.
We need to raise another fifteen thousand to make the Competition a reality. It will be a
Chris Onzol
world–class event but we cannot do it without your help.
President - Paderewski Music Society
We would greatly appreciate it if you would consider making a donation to the Paderewski
Music Society (http://www.ijpaderewski.org/16827/index.html). If you are not in a position to do so at the moment but know of a person
or a business that might contribute, please talk to them on our behalf.
All contributions are fully tax deductible.
The Paderewski Society is a non-profit organization and all officers and members of the board serve without any financial
compensation. Of course, because of the little time left, there is a sense of urgency to our fundraising effort. Having this Piano
Competition in Los Angeles in the year of Ignacy Paderewski’s 150 birthday anniversary, will make all admirers of one of the greatest
Poles and lovers of piano proud, happy, and fulfilled.
Article written By: Christie Onzol
__________
Peaches Bartkowicz, the 1960’s tennis
phenom from Hamtramck, Michigan,
began her rise to world tennis prominence
by winning 17 age group titles as a junior,
including the Wimbledon Girls’ Singles
title in 1964. Over the next seven years,
Peaches dazzled the tennis world, earning
three medals in the 1968 Olympics (one
silver and two bronze), and a Fed Cup
Championship in 1969, with a 7-0 record
in Fed Cup singles play. In 1970,
Bartkowicz combined with Billy Jean
King to win the final (and deciding)
doubles match against Virginia Wade and
Winnie Shaw, clinching the Wightman

Cup for the United States. As a
professional, Bartkowicz won 14
tournaments, and achieved a world
ranking of 8th in 1969. She has been
inducted into the United States Tennis
Association / Midwest Hall of Fame, and
the Michigan Sports Hall of Fame.
The Inductees will be honored at the
38th Annual Induction Banquet which
features traditional Polish family-style
dinner on Thursday, June 24th, at the
American-Polish Cultural Center in Troy,
Michigan. Tom Paciorek, 1992 NPASHF
Inductee will be the Master of
Ceremonies. ❒

