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   The Warsaw Archdiocesan Cathedral Boys’ Choir, better known as CANTORES 

MINORES, will be touring the U.S. in July and August. Although their tour will take 

them from coast to coast, with many stops in between, CANTORES MINORES will start 

its tour with 3 performances in the Los Angeles area. These performance dates are: 
 

LAKE ARROWHEAD, CA   
Saturday, July 24    Sunday, July 25 

Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church 

6:00 p.m. Mass    2:00 p.m. Concert 
 

LA CRESCENTA, CA Monday, July 26 

St. Luke’s-in-the-Mountains Episcopal Church 

2563 Foothill Boulvevard,   -   La Crescenta, California 91214 

818-248-3639  7:30 p.m. Concert 
 

   Since its founding almost 20 years ago, CANTORES MINORES has concertized in 20 

countries, including Canada, Mexico and the USA, and has taken part in 32 festivals in 

Poland and abroad. It has performed with such prestigious ensembles as Berliner 

Symphoniker and the London Mozarteum and has won top prizes in choral competitions 

in Moscow (2000), Lecco, Italy (1997), Prague (2002, ’03, ’04) and Międzydroje (2004). 

CANTORES MINORES was one of the two choirs invited to give a concert for the 

Vatican’s Sala Nervi, a live-broadcast by Eurovision, to celebrate the new millennium on 

January 2, 2000. In 2008, CANTORES MINORES was invited, along with eight other 

choirs, to perform an all-Berlioz program with the Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra in 

Strasbourg, France for the European Parliament. That concert was broadcast live and 

retransmitted to 39 countries by French cable station “Mezzo.” Recently, the choir sang at 

the wake of the President of the Polish Republic and other victims of the tragic air crash in 

Smolensk, Russia. 

   Based in the Basilica Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Warsaw’s Old Town, CANTORES 

MINORES was founded by its artistic director, Joseph Herter. A native of Detroit, Mr. Herter 

graduated from the University of Michigan’s School of Music in Ann Arbor. He continued his 

studies under three legendary music personalities: Robert Shaw (choral conducting), Seiji 

Ozawa and Kurt Masur (orchestral conducting). Having travelled to Poland on a Ko?ciuszko 

Foundation grant in 1974, Mr. Herter relocated there, serving as a teacher, writer, and choral 

and orchestral conductor, as well as most recently, the Kościuszko Foundation representative 

for Warsaw. In May 2003, he was honored by the Polish Ministry of Culture with the 

“Distinguished Cultural Activist” award.   ❒ 

__________ 

CANTORES MINORES US Tour 

What’s in a (Polish) Name? 
What does your Polish name mean? 
    Have you ever wondered what your Polish last name meant? Or that of other people 

you know? Many started out as patronymic nicknames to indicate who one’s father was. 

Andrzejczak, Stasiak and Jakubowicz are the English equivalents of Anderson, Stanson 

and Jameson. 

   Other surnames originated to describe someone’s native village: Wiśniewski (from Wiś-

niewo/Cherryville), Dębowski (from Dębowo/Oakville) and Piotrowski (from Piotrów/

Peterburg). 

   For a custom-researched analysis of the meaning and derivation of your last name, how 

many people share it, where they live and whether a coat of arms goes with it. 

(illustrations of the coats of arms are provided), please airmail a $16 check (adding $9 for 

each additional surname) to: 

Robert Strybel 

ul. Kaniowska 24 

01-529 Warsaw 

Poland 
 

   You will also get a bonus contact sheet including links to genealogical groups, profes-

sional researchers, Web sites and data bases which many Polish-American root-tracers 

have found helpful in ancestral exploration.   ❒ 
 

__________ 

Proud to be Polish Festival 
By: Betsy Cepielik 
 

   For the 11th year the tireless Michael 

Dutkowski has been the driving force behind 

the Proud to Be Polish Festival. The festival 

was held at the Pope John Paul II Polish 

Center in Yorba Linda, California, on June 

13. The sponsors were the PAC and PAC 

Charities of Orange. 

   The day began with a Holy Mass for Poland 

and Polonia. After the Mass was a prayer to 

the newly proc2laimed Blessed Fr. Jerzy 

Popie³uszko. (Michael arranged to get a 

prayer card from Poland with a picture of the 

newly blessed and prayers on the reverse side 

in Polish and English which were distributed 

to the faithful.) A delicious Polish 

lunch (with several selections) was 

served by Teresa Turek and her 

helpers. 

   Guests could view exhibits of 

Father Jerzy Popie³uszko, Pope 

John Paul II, President and Mrs. 

Lech Kaczyński, Polish School of 

Yorba Linda, PAC, past Proud to 

be Polish Festivals, Polish 

festivities and artworks of Janina 

Pazdan and Monique Chmielewska 

Lehman. 

   There were booths sponsored by 

Rik Fox and his Suligowski 

Regiment of Polish Hussars, 

POLAM Credit Union, the Polish 

National Alliance and Polish 

American Congress, Polmar Travel, 

and others. Slovak Amber provided 

the opportunity to purchase their 

beautiful jewelry. The children 

enjoyed the “Come Paint with Me” Booth, where they could off their talents with pastels. 

The Proud Fighting Hussars 

Singers from the Polish School in Yorba Linda 

Polanie Dancers 

Young Krakusy Dancers 

Krakusy Dancers 

   Due to the presidential election in Poland the California support committee of Jaros³aw 

Kaczyński for the President of Poland distributed flyers as well as signing up to the Polish 

Voters List. 

   There was a wonderful program, emceed by Michael Dutkowski. The theme of the 

event was “Heroes” – Chopin, Pope John Paul II, Helena Modjeska, and Father 

Popiełuszko. In keeping with the theme, the program began with several young and 

talented pianists and a violinist playing the music of Chopin and a Minuet by Johann 

Sebastian Bach. Polish folk dances by the Krakusy and Polanie dance groups followed. 

An actress portraying Helena Modjeska advertised her upcoming one woman show. A 

group of girls from the school performed some dance routines, accompanied by vocal 

arrangements. The event concluded with the music of the Lost Asylum Youth Rock Band 

from Victorville. The grand prize winners of the raffle were 

   In all, it was a very pleasant and informative day.  Thank you to the efforts of Michael 

Dutkowski and his committee.   ❒ 

 

__________ 


