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Piotr (Peter) Sidoruk 
Commercial Real Estate 
Kupno ---- Sprzedaż ---- Porada 

Buying --- Selling --- Consulting 
 

Marcus & Millichap  
Real Estate Investment Services 

Office: 949-258-4522     

Cell: 949-274-6967 

e-mail:  

psidoruk@marcusmillichap.com 
License: CA: 01744605 

Polish American Congress 
Southern California Division 

  

Invites you to attend our monthly meeting 

Sunday,  -  October 10  -  noon  
  

  

Pope John Polish Center 

3999 Rose Drive  -  Yorba Linda 
Non-members are welcome to attend our meetings. 

You can observe the projects we are working on for Polonia.  

Some projects include: Poland Forever presentation, Year of Chopin 

events, Father Popiełuszko Beatification, Pope John Paul II Beatification. . 
  

The Polish American Congress has Divisions in 28 states.  
 

If you would want to help achieve what is in the best interests of Polonia, 

Please come and visit us at our next meeting. 

Get involved in Polonia... 

To get a PAC Mission Statement please call: 

  Information: (323) 240-8525   OR   (626) 577-9797 

Shadow war in Poland from 6 
 

terrorists in Chechnya. The result is that 

the world perceives the Chechens as 

troublesome Islamist terrorists with no 

peaceful or moderate alternatives. 

   This past week, in the small village of 

Pultusk in the outskirts of Warsaw, a 

group of 200 Chechens gathered at the 

World Chechen Congress to discuss 

prospects for peace and human rights in 

the region. I flew to Warsaw from New 

York to meet Zakayev and to encourage 

the gathered Chechens to see beyond their 

struggle and become involved in other 

human rights causes--to embrace the 

universality of human rights and to build 

bridges with other activists.  

   The mood was somber as Zakayev was 

detained after Polish authorities, 

acquiescing to Russian pressure, issued an 

arrest warrant for the Chechen leader on 

accusations of terrorism. Rather than 

fleeing Poland, Zakayev agreed to visit 

the Polish prosecutor’s office. 

   Similar accusations were made against 

Zakayev in Britain in 2003. A British 

court investigated the accusations in great 

detail and found them to be baseless. 

While visiting Norway, the Russian 

government has also tried to have 

Zakayev arrested and deported: the 

Norwegian foreign ministry has dismissed 

the accusations and referred the Russian 

government to the findings of the British 

court. In Denmark, the Russians failed 

after the Danes carried out their own 

investigation and found that the 

accusations were false. 

   Remarkably, the Polish government’s 

first determination--without providing any 

information--was that there was sufficient 

evidence to warrant Zakayev’s arrest and 

possible extradition to Russia. Given their 

knowledge of the mendacious nature of 

Russia’s authoritarian government, the 

Poles should know better. It took a court 

order for the public prosecutor, 

embarrassed and apologetic, to release 

Zakayev. 
   The Chechen Congress was the subject of 

a media frenzy in Poland--not because of the 

overwhelming (and ghastly) evidence 

presented of Russian terror in Chechnya, but 

instead because of the melodrama involving 

Zakayev. His deportation would be a 

tremendous blow to the peaceful faction of 

Chechens both in the Caucasus as well as in 

exile, allowing the Russians to polarize their 

war effort between Wahhabi extremists and 

their puppet government. 

   The list of countries officially 

recognizing that the Russian government 

is engaged in a concerted effort to harass, 

silence, or eliminate those who speak of 

Russian war crimes in Chechnya is 

growing--Poland is the newest on the list. 

But the West has ignored Russia’s crimes 

for too long. Litvinenko was murdered in 

London with only a murmur from Her 

Majesty’s Government. Politkovskya was 

American and it has been business as 

usual with the Russians since her murder. 
   To its shame, the West remains silent and 

indifferent. More than 200,000 Chechens--

40,000 of them children--have died on 

Moscow’s orders. Andrei Sakharov’s 

widow, Elena Bonner, puts it plainly: 

“Chechnya is one great concentration 

camp.” Russian activists, ultimately, could 

be the most important actors in this struggle 

to get their government to cease terror in the 

Northern Caucasus. 

   Chechnya’s peaceful Sufi Muslims 

might take solace in the unsurrendering 

spirit of Russia’s anti-totalitarian poet, 

Anna Akhmatova: 

“And you, my friends who have been 

called away, 

I have been spared to mourn for you and 

weep, 

Not as a frozen willow over your memory, 

But to cry to the world the names of those 

who sleep.” 
 

Watch Akhmed Zakayev’s speech at the 

Oslo Freedom Forum 2009. 

Thor Halvorssen is president of the New 

York-based Human Rights Foundation 

and founder of the Oslo Freedom Forum.   
❒ 

Poland: empty 

university degrees  
 

   An August 20 article by Jan Cieński to 

Globalpost — There is a revolution 

brewing in Polish higher education as 

universities grapple with wrenching 

demographic changes as well as trying to 

figure out how to train students for 

advanced degrees while producing top-

flight research — something they 

currently do very badly. 

   Barbara Kudrycka, the minister of 

higher education, is shepherding a raft of 

legislation through parliament this fall, all 

while trying to focus on what universities 

and colleges will look like a decade from 

now. 

   “Poland will only make a civilizational 

leap when it joins the ranks of highly 

developed creative societies,” Kudrycka 

said. 

   Poland’s universities have done one job 

very well — they have educated millions 

of people who were left out under 

communism when the post-secondary 

system was reserved for a small elite. 

After the end of communism in 1989, 

many people already in the workforce 

suddenly needed degrees and skills in 

order to allow them to survive in a market 

economy. 

   As a result of a wave of entrepreneurial 

professors, many of whom had experience 

with the U.S. educational system, 

hundreds of private universities sprang up 

around the country — from the dozens 

now in Warsaw, the capital, to institutions 

in secondary cities and even in fairly 

small towns. 

   Poland now has one of the largest 

private university sectors in the world 

(comprising 325 institutions), which 

educates about one-third of the 2 million 

post-secondary students, a rate even 

higher than in the U.S. In all, about 40 

percent of Poland's 19- to 24-year-olds are 

attending university, one of the highest 

rates in Europe. 
   But the rapid growth of private 

universities, and a similar expansion in 

public schools, has led to some acute 

problems, as underlined by a report prepared 

for Kudrycka by Ernst & Young, the 

consultancy, together with the Gdańsk 

Institute for Market Economics, a private 

think tank. 

   The report found that the majority of 

private universities are very weak 

academically, relying on over-worked 

professors who often teach at two or three 

different institutions. They show up, give a 

lecture, then jump into their cars and head 

off to their next job, spending little time 

with students. 

   More than half of all students also 

choose easy subjects like management, 

marketing, media studies or sociology, 

which do give them a degree, but very 

little hard knowledge useful in the job 

market. Those classes tend to be 

overcrowded, with several hundred 

students falling under the theoretical 

purview of a single professor. 

   “Employers are expecting … that ranks 

of open, innovative and entrepreneurial 

graduates possessing professional 

knowledge and abilities will appear on the 

job market,” said Andrzej Malinowski, 

head of the lobby group Confederation of 

Polish Employers. 
   Poland’s weak universities will make it 

difficult for the country to shift from relying 

on cheap labor to competing on the basis of 

knowledge, which will demand a completely 

different university structure. 

   While many universities churn out 

graduates with few skills, there are also big 

problems with the biggest public 

institutions. Although only 25 of the 131 

public universities get 84 percent of all 

research funding, their production tends to 

be focused on local issues, and is often 

published in Polish, which means it does not 

get read or used abroad. 

   As a result, the country’s two largest and 

most prestigious universities, Jagiellonian 

University in Krakow and the University of 

Warsaw, rank 133rd and 134th respectively 

in the ranking and visibility of research 

among 171 European universities. The two 

are also the only Polish institutions to find a 

place in the influential Shanghai ranking of 

universities, although both place below 400 

globally. 
 

“The state of research is not good,”  

finds the report. 

   Added to the quality problems, Polish 

universities are also facing a quantity 

problem. The number of students is 

expected to drop by about a quarter as 

Poland's current demographic boom — the 

result of baby-making during the gray years 

of late communism — turns into a bust as 

Poland's low birth rate begins to bite. 

   On top of that, there is less and less 

demand to top up the education credentials 

of older Poles, as those who needed degrees 

have already earned them. 

   “Demographic issues will mean big 

changes for Polish universities,” said 

Krzysztof Rybiński, an economist 

formerly with Ernst & Young. Weaker 

private schools will likely be forced to 

close, or they will have to consolidate 

with stronger partners. 
   The report calls for dramatic changes to 

the education system, which are now being 

analyzed by Kudrycka. Some of the 

proposals include the creation of U.S.-style 

colleges that will grant four-year bachelor’s 

degrees, a level of post-secondary education 

currently unknown in Poland, as well as 

institutions that will give practical 

professional training. At the top of the new 

structure would come top-flight research 

universities. 

   Kudrycka has scotched proposals to 

introduce universal tuition fees, something 

that goes against the current Polish 

constitution, which guarantees a free 

education to all. 

   “I believe that in the next five years, 

Polish schools will find themselves in the 

top 50 of European institutions,” 

Kudrycka said.   ❒ 

   An August 18 article by Agnes 

Sekowski in the KrakowPost reports… 

The Kościuszko Mound in Krakow is 

facing hard times, and its administrators 

warn that without government support for 

needed reinforcement after the heavy 

rains of the year, it may have to close. The 

weather has not only damaged the 

structure of the mound, but is also being 

blamed for keeping much-needed tourism 

down.  

   Starting last year, with the financial 

crisis and continuing this year, the number 

of annual visitors to the mound has 

significantly dropped. The administrators 

of the monument had previously been able 

to pay for general maintenance expenses, 

such as mowing, snow sweeping, lighting, 

and staffing, with profit from visitor fares. 

Now with flood damage threatening the 

construction of the monument, the 

mayor’s office has asked the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs and Administration for 

500,000 złoty from funds that are being 

allocated to areas across Poland affected 

by this year’s floods.  
   Marcin Kandafer, a spokesman from the 

mayor’s office, stated that the first 

installment of flood damage funds received 

was spent in its entirety on road repair. He is 

counting on a second installment, which, he 

promised, would include an allocation of the 

needed amount to secure the construction of 

the mound. The problem lies in the fact that 

there is still no guarantee that a second 

installment of funding will reach Krakow. 

But there is hope yet, according to Prof. 

Bogusław Krasnowolski, vice-chairman of 

the Social Committee for Restoration of 

Monuments of Krakow. He says the 

committee will not sit by idly as the mound 

deteriorates. After evaluating its budget for 

investments this month, he hopes there will 

be a way to transfer at least part of the 

needed amount to the mound administration 

this year, with larger sums more likely to be 

available next year. 

   The Kościuszko Mound is situated in 

the Salwator district and has served as a 

memorial to the Polish national hero, 

General Tadeusz Kościuszko, since the 

early 19th century. Kościuszko is best 

known in Poland for leading an uprising 

against Imperial Russia and the Kingdom 

of Prussia during the partition of Poland 

and in the United States for his role as 

colonel in the American Revolution. The 

Hapsburg era fortress that was erected at 

the mound now serves as a hotel, radio 

station headquarters, and houses 

permanent exhibitions on the life of 

Kosciuszko and history of the mound, as 

well as a wax museum displaying figures 

of Polish heroes and freedom fighters. It is 

probably best known for its amazing 

panoramic view of the city and 

surrounding area.   ❒ 

Kościuszko Mound is 

Crumbling 


