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100 Years
of Polish Scouting
By: Regina Skwarużyńska
How do you explain to teenagers that they are part of an ongoing history that had its
origins 100 years ago, and that their very existence is proof of the triumph of boys and
girls their own age, who gave their lives or their freedom for this saga to continue?
It is not an easy feat, but one which the Polish Scouting Organization strives to achieve
constantly with Polish youth throughout the world.

This year, 2010, has been filled with events celebrating our centennial. In Los Angeles
we began with a Gala which included a historical exhibit prepared by our Venture Girl
Scouts. We dedicated campouts to various historical events, including the development of
scouting in Poland by Andrzej Małkowski and his wife, Olga, the Warsaw Uprising,
Polish emigration following the war and the resulting establishment of Polish
communities throughout the world, and, of course, the incidents surrounding the
Solidarity movement in Poland itself.
Our capstone event, however, was the one that all of these other experiences were
preparing us for - our 100th Anniversary Jamboree in Zegrze, Poland, just outside of
Warsaw. On July 27, 2010, over 1600 scouts from the United States, Canada, England,
Australia, Poland, the Ukraine, Argentina, Belarus, Sweden, France and Kazachstan
gathered on the primitive grounds of an army training base to set up military-style camps,
building everything themselves from tables and chairs to elaborate entry gates and
chapels. Physically, the jamboree was challenging – the weather rarely cooperated, the
tents leaked miserably, long distances separated the most remote camps and
communication with the headquarters was difficult. But the program was historic, and the
activities memorable. We had campfires with talks by the granddaughter of the
Malkowskis, Olympic games and games that tested scouting skills, and a visitors day with
an international fair, during which scouts displayed goods and exhibits from their home
countries.
August 1, 2010, the 66th anniversary of the Warsaw Uprising, was filled with
unforgettable ceremonies. The entire day was spent in Warsaw, where we began with a
mass outside the National Temple of Divine Providence, and visited the resting place of
two great Poles and Scouts – Father Zdzislaw Peszkowski, the chaplain for Katyn
Families as well as the Polish Scouting Organization, and President Ryszard
Kaczorowski, Poland’s last president in exile, and a foremost leader in our organization
for many years. From there we travelled to the center of town, divided into patrols and
received a map, and a challenge, to visit as many of the landmarks indicated on our maps
as possible. We journeyed on foot through the city, marking locations where Polish
Scouts fought during the uprising. Eventually we met at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, where, at 5:00, we paid homage while sirens wailed through the city – marking
the exact hour of the uprising outbreak. We followed this with a silent march through the
city streets to the garden of the uprising museum, and there shared a campfire with the
newly elected President of Poland, Bronislaw Komorowski, who was likewise a Polish
scout. We ended the evening by lighting votives at several monuments throughout the city
before returning by bus to our base.
When a young Polish soldier translated Lord Baden Powel’s book, Scouting for Boys,
and brought those scouting ideals to his homeland, he could not have known that 100
years later there would be thousands of Polish scouts gathering in that very homeland to
celebrate their centennial, nor that approximately 1600 of them would have traveled from
countries as far as the United States, Canada, or Australia to be there.
But we did!
__________
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By: Jo Louise Winters, PR Chair
American Council for Polish Culture
The Youth Leadership Conference
(YLC) has been sponsored by the ACPC
since 1994 in Washington, D.C. The
Conference assists youths of Polish
background who are interested in civic
and political activism to realize their full
potential and to assume leadership roles in
various fields at all levels of society. The
week-long Conference is scheduled for
the third week of June, 2011.
It is an up close and intensive
opportunity for 20 to 25 young Polish
Americans, chosen from all over the U.S.,
to explore the political processes and
interact with national and international
leaders in the realms of foreign policy,
business, science, education, journalism,
culture, Polish American and east-central
European affairs. It is open to high school
graduates or college students, ages 17 to
26 of Polish descent. A deposit of $50
(refundable) will guarantee a place as
attendance is limited.
Youth Leadership Conferences have
always been fully subscribed as young
Polish Americans from across the USA
eagerly seek to participate in this unique
occasion to meet face-to-face and hold indepth discussions with U.S. Senators and
Representatives; government officials in
the Departments of State, Commerce,
Treasury, and Defense and the
Intelligence Agency; nationally known
journalists and authors; political scientists
in “think tanks”; officials of the Embassy
of the Republic of Poland; as well as
prominent figures of Polonia, business
and the professions. The list of
distinguished personages who have
participated in past Conferences includes
Dr. Zbigniew Brzeziński, Counselor,
Center for Strategic & Intl. Studies and
former Natl. Security Advisor to U.S.
President; Jim Miklaszewski, NBC White
House Correspondent; Dr. Andrzej
Raczko – Intl. Monetary Fund; Mark
Brzeziński, Esq. (appointed recently by
Pres. Obama as Member, Fulbright
Foreign Scholarship Board); and Senator
Barbara Mikulski, to name just a few of
the invited guests. Conferees also enjoyed
tours of the U.S. Capitol; visits to the
Polish Embassy and the Kościuszko
Foundation’s American Center of Polish
Culture. Voluntary evaluations by YLC
alumni have strongly encouraged other
students to apply for the Conference,
seeing it as “...truly a life-altering
experience.” One enthusiastic student
called home to tell her parents, “Guess
whom I chatted with today!” A college
freshman wrote that he was very grateful
because he found the programs so highly
motivating and inspiring that he found
himself directed to a career selection and
thus early in his studies he was able to
select classes fitting precisely into his
major.
The ACPC Youth Leadership
Conference registration fee is $500. This
provides for housing at George
Washington University and one meal per
day, along with most other conference
expenses such as local travel and tours.
Transportation to and from Washington,
DC, as well as each student’s optional
expenses are up to the individual and/or
local supporting ACPC Affiliate, Polish
club or student organization, etc., through
their support for student programs.
Anyone visiting a mall recently was
likely pleased with the glittering lights
blinking atop Christmas trees, wreathes,
holiday décor and jolly Christmas music
igniting the Christmas spirit in everyone’s
heart and mind. So thoughts turn to gifts
for those we love, particularly our
children, grandchildren and other
relatives. Perhaps you would consider as a
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Polish Arts Club of
Elmira hosts
ACPC Board Meeting
Oct. 29-30, 2010
By: Jo Louise Winters,
ACPC PR Chair

L. - Debbie Majka - ACPC Pres.,
Mr. R. J. Winieski, Dr. Maria Winnicka –
Pres. Polish Arts Club of Elmira

The American Council for Polish
Culture (ACPC) held its “Fall 2010 Board
meeting” in Elmira, NY. ACPC Pres.
Debbie Majka and Dr. Maria Winnicka,
President of the ACPC Affiliate Polish
Arts Club of Elmira, NY cooperated to
make this meeting one of
accomplishments and enjoyment of our
Polish culture.
Pres. Majka presided over the business
sessions wherein various committee chairs
and coordinators presented their reports.
A report was made by Cecilia &
Raymond Głembocki who were recently
appointed as co-chairs for the National
Conference for the Social Studies (NCSS)
program regarding their planning for the
2010 Conference, titled “Visions, Vistas
and Voices”, scheduled for Nov. 12-13 in
Denver, Colorado. This annual conference
is the largest of its kind where over 4,000
social studies professionals from all over
the world attend. The theme of our
exhibit, Polish Perspectives was
designated as the core of the exhibit to be
supported by comprehensive teaching aids
including a CD, which includes lesson
plans about Poland’s history and
contributions of many Poles to American
history. Mr. & Mrs. Głembocki indicated
that they were building on plans and
formats developed by ACPC’s previous
exhibit chairpersons, Barbara Lemecha
and Henrietta Nowakowski. They will be
offering the acclaimed new DVD entitled
“Nine Days that Changed the World” with
an accompanying lesson plan developed
by Meg Heubeck of the University of
Virginia and Vince Haley from the
Gingrich Fdn. A full accounting of the
ACPC’s highly successful participation in
the 2010 Social Studies Conference will
be reported to the Polonia press shortly.
During the course of the business
sessions, Pres. Majka presented a plaque
and a framed Certificate of Appreciation
to Mr. Raymond J. Winieski, MA, Ed.
The plaque was a Career Achievement
Award in appreciation of his support for
the goals of ACPC in spreading
knowledge of Polish Achievements. The
Certificate referred to Mr. Winieski’s
exemplary personal services throughout
the past five decades, which have
included co-founding in 1973 St.
Casimir’s Polish Arts Club, known today
as Polish Arts Club of Elmira; 30 years of
service as Director, Polish Choir, St.
Casimir’s Church; Master of Ceremony
for performances by the “Tatra Dancers”;
published book in 1986 “Elmira Poles –
St. Casimir’s Century of Service”; 19891999, Guest Lecturer at Elmira College on
Polish topics; 2008, published book of his
poetry and aphorisms, “Pieces – Kowalki:
poetry and thoughts for quiet hours.”
Board members were treated to a
distinctive luncheon speaker, Dr. Frank
Kozłowski, who disclosed fascinating
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